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STATEMENT OF CALLING     

West Side Christian Church is a faithful and caring church family  

committed to making disciples of               

Jesus Christ in our CHURCH, our COMMUNITY, and our WORLD. 

CHURCH: Equip our church family through spiritual growth and leadership development. 

COMMUNITY: Share the love of Christ through service. 

WORLD: Witness through support of Disciples’ missions. 

 

Disciple Women's 
Talents for Mission & Spaghetti Supper  

Saturday, Nov. 5th 

5:30 – 7:00 PM   

$7.00 /adults    $3.50 /children 10 and under 

Children under 3 eat Free OR One Free child’s plate per adult ticket.  

See the ladies of the church for tickets.  Invite your friends and neighbors.  

There will be arts and crafts as well as homemade goods for sale.   

All proceeds will go to missions.   

If you have a talent you would like to share with us to raise funds for mission, please 
have them to church by Friday, November 4th.   

Baked goods can be brought Saturday.  Please price them.                                       

See Betty McCrickard for more details. 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 

9:00 AM  Coffee Fellowship 

9:45 AM  Church School 

11:00 AM  Worship Hour 
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I tried . . I really tried to talk about the Bible in Children’s Chapel today, but our Preschool’s precious four and five 

year-olds just couldn’t get past Halloween!  I heard about pumpkins in the yard and ghosts in the trees and, oh my, 

one little girl says her house is haunted.  I almost suggested she charge admission to raise her Christmas shopping 

money, but I refrained; she’ll be learning money-making strategies soon enough! 

 

What I particularly loved about the children today was their enthusiasm for the fall, for the cool weather and the 

changing leaves.  I share their enthusiasm.  I love the falling leaves and the cool rain, the darkening afternoons and 

the vanilla candles that are burning everywhere, and especially the sense that the year is beginning its inexorable 

march to its end with a new year just around the corner. 

 

So much is put into perspective in the fall.  It’s a season of gathering in, of drawing close through the celebrations 

of Thanksgiving and Christmas.  It’s a time of setting goals and laying plans for a new calendar year.  But more than 

anything else, it’s the time when we fall back to the earth, just like the leaves, for another round of growth.  

 

We look back over the year to see how far we’ve come in the things we want to do, and in whom we would like 

to be.  We look ahead, knowing that Christ is going into the future with us.  In fact, He’s already there, waiting for 

us to arrive.  

 

It’s a tremendous gift, getting to be “in time” the way that we are.  For it’s in the time that we’re here that we love 

one another and serve others.  I think that describes West Side to a “T” – we love and we serve.  It’s a wonderful 

way to use the life we’ve been given.  It’s a tribute to those who have gone before us, and it’s the best of all       

legacies to leave to our children.   

 

As the days get cooler and darker, may you discover the light which is Christ, and may you gather with others to 

worship and serve Him.   

 

Glad to be your pastor,  

Cyd 
 

 And the Lord added…… 

   West Side welcomes into membership: 

 

The Wells Family ! 
 

Andrew & Christie Wells 

their children: Michael, Jonathan, Anthony and Jared 

3600 Griffin Street 



STEWARDSHIP GIVINGS FOR November 2011 

Amount Needed Weekly for Budget Expenses:  $4,718.00  
   

 

   October 2, 2011    October 9, 2011            October 16, 2011  

Received for Operating Budget:  Received for Operating Budget:  Received for Operating Budget:
   $5,858.12     $2,590.55    $3,201.46 

Reconciliation:                   210.00 Homeless Fund:                  110.00 Homeless Fund:                   25.00 

FC Rental:                             30.00 (In memory of John Milam)                   (In memory of John Milam) 

Community Day:      100.00 Scholarship Fund:                 50.00 Memorial Fund:                   110.00 

Youth:          90.00  (In memory of Rachel Powell)                   (In memory of Alfred Gray & John Milam) 

Coffee/Donuts         12.30 Reconciliation:                       40.00 Scholarship Fund:               100.00 

Total:                           $6,300.42 BMF:                                 400.00 (In memory of Alfred Gray & John Milam) 

     Verizon Refund:                   134.78 Reconciliation:                      25.00 

     Coffee/Donuts:                       12.00        Coffee/Donuts:                      13.25 

     Total:    $3,337.33 Total:                              $3,474.71
  

         October 23, 2011    October 30, 2011  

Received for Operating Budget  Received for Operating Budget  

        $2,945.72                 $4,877.60 

Homeless Fund:                         50.00     Memorial Fund:                    100.00 

(In memory of John Milam)                                        (In memory of John Milam)                                         

Memorial Fund:                           25.00     Reconciliation:                       10.00           

(In memory of Hervy Gray)     Preschool Taxes:             1,024.20 

Week of Compassion:                   1.50     Consecration Lunch:           100.00 

Coffee/Donuts:                            11.45  Coffee/Donuts:                        9.01 

Total:                                    $3,033.67     Total:                              $6,120.81 

Stewardship Quote 

òMoney is a great treasure that only increases as you give it away.ó   

Lord Francis Bacon (1561-1626), English philosopher and scientist 

NOMINATIONS FOR  2012 OFFICERS 
The Nominating Committee is now accepting nominations to serve as Officers for 2012. 

Please contact one of the following people to nominate a candidate. 

David McCrickard 

Rosemary Lahy 

Erika Zyliak 

Dudley DeStefano 

OFFICIAL BOARD  

ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

The Official Board will meet on November 8, 
to finalize the proposed budget and officers 
for 2012.  The proposed budget is based on 
input from the facilitators and officers of the 
various departments of the church. Members 
of the congregation who have ideas or       
suggestions for programs, improvements  or 
other matters which would affect the budget 
are invited to attend the November 8 board 
meeting to voice their concerns/suggestions. 
The annual congregational meeting on              
November 20th will vote on the final     
budget and church officers. 

West Side Christian Church Commitment Card 

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,  

plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope”   

Jeremiah 29:11 

     ⁬       In appreciation for God’s gifts, I/we covenant to discern my/our  

            gifts and use them for the ministry of West Side Christian Church 

            in 2012.. 

     ⁬      As a sign of my/our covenant, I/we make a financial pledge. 

     My/our commitment is $___________ per week or,                

                                       $___________ per month. 

     Name_____________________________________ Date__________ 

     Address___________________________________ Phone__________ 

Commitment cards are still available in the church 

office and on the table at the rear of the Sanctuary. 

You can mail in your card, place it in the offering 

plate on Sunday or give it to your Elder. 

 

Reminder….. 

If your contact information changes, 

please let the Church Office know 

so that we can keep you properly 

informed of church activities and 

events as well as keep our records 

up to date.  You can call at        

488-0514 or email at 

westside@westsideccdoc.org 



 

  Mary W. Peris, Parish Nurse 

BLOOD DONATION                                                            
Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you     overseers.  

Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.       Acts 20-28 

 I overheard my sisters talking at our most recent family gathering:  “I feel so bad that I can’t give blood for a year, 
since I went on a mission trip to Africa this summer.  Will you please donate in my place?”  My other sister agreed, but the 

town where she lives doesn’t have a donor bank on site, so she will have to keep an eye on the local newspaper to see 

when the donation van is next at the local college. 

 This conversation was a reminder to me that the blood supply in the United States is safe.  Safe even from me:  It’s 
not that I’m HIV positive, or a world traveler for Jesus as is my sister, I’m not anemic, haven’t been tattooed in the past year 

or even take Coumadin as a prescription.  But I fall into a criteria that while I know my blood is safe, the American Red 

Cross won’t take any chances. 

 I recently heard that only 40% of the US population is eligible to donate blood and the reserves right now are very 

low.  4.5 million People need transfusions in the US annually, and not all disasters that need blood can be predicated,          
donating after the fact when a tornado, hurricane, or earthquake happen in good, but it didn’t help build emergency supplies 

ahead of time.  Each pint of donated blood can help up to three persons in need of blood during surgery, or divided into 

components can help seven people fighting things like sickle cell anemia, cancer or premature birth. 

 So what’s in it for the donor?  They get a free health screening every time blood is donated.  Some scientist and 
doctors also believe that donating blood helps prevent heart disease, since it regularly reduces the amount of iron in the 

blood, which while in necessary to life and carrying oxygen, in excessive amount can damage the cardiovascular system,     
according to Dr. Harvey Klein in an article in USA Today.  Don’t forget that warm fuzzy feeling in your heart when you do 

something for a stranger. 

 If you’re like me and can’t donate, ask someone to do it on your behalf, just like my sister did.  Or help out at the 

next blood drive, move chairs, direct traffic, sign up your friends, serve sloppy joes or coffee to donors.  Simply being a part 

of the process helps keep the blood flowing to those who need it to survive. 

 Start by visiting www.redcrossblood.org to find the blood donation organization in your area.  - Author Unknown 

  Please consider, to give blood, especially in you are O NEGATIVE!                                                             

                                           O-Negative is the universal donor and can be given to people of all blood types. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

From:  Rev. Rita Cargill-Brown, Pastor 

           Portsmouth United Church of Christ 

“The more tightly we are attached to Jesus, the more purely His love can pass through us.  And ohm, what a love that is!”   

Max Lucado 

Thank you for your gift and your support. 

 

Dear West Side Members, 

The Community Day committee team would like to express our appreciation to all West Side members who participated in anoth-
er successful Community Day.  Many thanks to all volunteers in every aspect of planning, setting up, cleaning up and even those 
whocame to sit back and enjoy a beautiful day of fellowship amongst friends and neighbors in our community.  It would not have 
been possible without everyone who was present!   
West Side really is a small church with a BIG heart, with enthusiasm to match! 

Dudley DeStefano 

We extend our deepest Sympathy to the families of  

John Milam 

and 

Hervy Gray 

who passed away during the month of October.  



 
 

 

 

Disciple Men will hold their monthly prayer breakfast      

Saturday,  November 12th 

at 8:00 AM 

Our guest speaker will be: 

 Linda Sherfey, Estate Planning Attorney 

Her topic is 

òPower of Attorney; The Misconceptions about 

Estate Planning that can cost you thousandsó 

Linda will have a ògive awayó at the end of her            
presentation. 

Please make your breakfast reservation no later  

than Wednesday, November 9th. 

All are Welcome to attend. 

 
 

Talents for Missions &            
Spaghetti Supper information 
can be found on page 1 of this 

newsletter. 

DISCIPLES  WOMEN  

Fellowship  

     

 

 

PRAYER LIST                                          
 

Church Members                                                       

 Jerry Thornton, Gray Family, Milam Family,        

Lynne Thomas, Margaret Poole, Eddrie Bradley,      

Barbara Nelson, Darryl Phelps, Lloyd Crawford,        

Freda Pyles, Mary Wyatt, Marleen Whitehurst 
 

Family & Friends                                                    

Nancy Redburn, Amber Rank,  Donna Wharam,    

Alfred Gray, Jon Brillhart, Zac Allen,                    

Glennard French,  Rev. Rita Cargill-Brown,          

Taylor Duke,  Maureen Powers, Sharon McCrickard,                  

Ruth Ann Gonsalves, Tim Brown,  Jordan Lahy,  

Gary Reeves, Ida Diggs, Pete Mundy,                          

Pauline Moseberth, Martha Whitlow,                     

Brenda Lewis, Quimby Family 
 
 

 
 

SHUT INS  
 
 

Myrtle Henderson,  Ruth Blackman,                         

Catherine Buchanan 
 

   

 

Lectionary Readings  

November 2011    
                 

 

 November 6th: Joshua 24:1-3A, 14-25 

    Psalm 78:1-7 

    1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

    Matthew 25:1-13 
  

 November 13th:           Judges 4:1-7 

    Psalm 123 

    1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

    Matthew 25:14-30 
  

 November 20th: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

    Psalm 100 

                                                 Ephesians 1:15-23 

                                                 Matthew 25:31-46 
  

 November 27th: Isaiah 64:1-9 

    Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

    I Corinthians 1:3-9 

    Mark 13:24-37 

 

Our November general meeting    

     will be a discussion             on the 

book,  

ñHotel on the Corner of  

Bitter and Sweetò 

by Jamie Ford.  

Bring a bag lunch and join us.  

We will meet at 11 AM in the  

Fellowship Center.  

All women invited!!  

Thanksgiving Pot Luck Supper 

 

Join us on Wednesday,  

November 16th at 6:30 PM  

for a  

Thanksgiving Pot Luck Supper.   

 

Please bring 2 dishes to share and we will provide        

the turkey, bread and drinks. 



SERVING  AT  OASIS  

November 17th  

10:00 a.m.  

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS URGENTLY 
NEEDED     

Sign up to help!!!  

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

Novembver14th 

 

 

 

Start thinking about what information your group 
needs to have included in the newsletter for the      
upcoming holiday season.  Information for the         

December issue needs to be in early! 

Deadlines will be important for these months. 

The Church Office and    

Preschool will be closed on 

Thursday & Friday, 

November 24th & 25th 

in observance of the 

Thanksgiving Holiday. 

The minister’s old desk needs 
a new home. 

Anyone interested can pick it 
up 

anytime from the Fellowship      
classroom. 

Don’t forget to set your clocks BACK 1 hour 

 

 

 

 

        

                   Saturday, November 5th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Fellowship and Chi Rho youth groups have had an exciting Fall. We kicked off the new school year with a fun-

filled pizza-bowl party with 18 kids in attendance. We also had a great time with our Halloween inter-generational       

party on Oct 30th. We are continuing to practice for Youth Sunday which is coming up on Nov 10th. 
 

We are really excited about being able to use the new media in the Sanctuary to enhance this service. 

Looking ahead, we have plans to assist some members with yard work, help to decorate the Fellowship Center for 

Christmas as well as participating in the Christmas play in December. We are also planning a "Souper" Sunday       

takeout/eat-in lunch for Super Bowl Sunday. Any funds we raise will be donated to help pay for the upcoming mission 

trip or for Week of Compassion special offering. 
 

We are in need of two men to help co-sponsor, one for each group. We meet from 4:30=6 pm on Sundays. You only 

need tobe 18 or older and have a love for kids between the ages 8 and 13. Contact either Mary Redmon or Kitty 

Baker if you'd like to volunteer. 

The Church Office and 

Preschool will be 

closed on                 

Friday, November 11th 

in observance of the 

Veteran’s Day. 


