WEST SIDE CHRISTIAN CHURCH ADDRESS SERVICE Non-Profit Organization

535 Cherokee Road REQUESTED US Postage Paid
Portsmouth, Virginia 23701 Permit 118
www.westsideccdoc.org Portsmouth, VA

December 2011

For unto us is born this day in the city of David,
a Savior who is Christ the Lord.
Luke 2:11

To all the members and friends of West Side Christian Church,
we wish you a meaningful Christmas Season
and a very joyous New Year !

Rev. Cyd Cowgill, Senior Minister
Trish Barker, Office Manager
Claudia Moorad, Music Director

Joe Diggs, Custodial Services

The West Side Staff
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

SUNDAYS SCHEDULE:

9:00 AM Coffee Fellowship
9:45 AM Church School

| 1:00 AM Worship Hour

Thursday

1

6:00 PM CYF

Friday

2

4:00 PM FC
Reserved -
Diciples Class
Christmas Party

Saturday

3

10:00 AM Adwent
Decorating

+

12:00 PM Play
Practice

4:30PMJUYF &
Chi-Rho

ADVENT Il

J

11:00 AM Preschool
Chapel

1:00 PM DWF Sarah

6

7:00 PM
Adminstraive Cabnet

7

10:00 AM DWF (Lydia
& Rebekah)

10:00 AM Prayer
Group

7:00 PM Choir

§

6:00 PM CYF

9

Newsletter
Deadline!!!

10

8:00 AMFC Reserved
(DMF Breakfast)

4:00 PM Play Practice

i

5:00PM
Christmas Play

ADVENT Il

Christmas Special
Offering

12

iy

7:00 PM Offcial Board

14

10:00 AM Prayer
Group

7:00 PM Choir

13

1000 AM Qasis
6:00 PM CYF

16

17

12:00 PM-7:00 PM
FC & Sanctuary
Reserved (Wells )

Good Faith
Food
Distribution

18

4:30PMJYF &
Chi-Rho
ADVENT IV

Christmas Special
Offering

Seekers Class
Christmas Party

¥

9:00 AM FC
Reserved Preschool

20

21

9:00 AMFC &
Sanctuary Reserved
(Ports. Music Club)

10:00 AM Prayer
Group

7:00 PM Choir

22

6:00 PM CYF

23

Office Closed -
Christmas Holidays

24

5:30PM
Christmas Eve
Service

10:00 PM
Christmas Eve
Service

2)

Christmas Day

26

Office Closed -
Christmas Holidays

27

28

10:00 AM Prayer
Group

7:00 PM Choir

29

6:00 PM CYF

30

Office Closed - New
Year's Holiday

31
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December 4th: 11:00 AM Worship - Advent IT

December 11th: 11:00 AM Worship - Advent I11
5:00 PM - Christmas Play
“Twas the Night Before Christmas”

December 18th: 11:00 AM Worship - Advent IV
Special Music: Chancel Choir

December 24th: 5:30 PM - Christmas Eve Service
10:00 PM - Christmas Eve Service

December 25th: 11:00 AM - Christmas Day Worship
(No Church School)

STATEMENT OF CALLING
West Side Christian Church is a faithful and caring church family

committed to making disciples of
Jesus Christ in our CHURCH, our COMMUNITY, and our WORLD.
CHURCH: Equip our church family through spiritual growth and leadership development.
COMMUNITY: Sharethe love of Christ through service.
Y WORLD: Witness through support of Disciples’ missions.




When your Advent bookshelf is as stuffed as mine is, you don’t exactly stop buying
Advent books (why would | do that?), but you do start gravitating toward the slimmer,
simpler ones. Lean volumes with even leaner titles like, The Vigil, or, The Coming —
these really get my attention because | know that in these small packages, there are

probably going to be some really big gifts.

In the small, warm bundle of the newborn Jesus, we are offered gifts that can’t be measured or calculated,
bought or sold, but only received with wonder. Gifts like peace, joy, love — all of these stream from the
Word made flesh, the embodied God as we know him in Christ. These are given by a God who loves to

give; oh, that we would receive and then give again in his amazing, transforming name!

West Side ushered in Advent this past Sunday with an incredibly meaningful worship service. Lynne Thomas,
Erica, Madison and Tatum Zyliak lit the first Advent candle; Lynne Fetter played a beautiful violin; the Choir

proclaimed “This Child, Emmanuel;” and our awesome screen is in full use.

We also distributed our Advent Devotional book, lovingly put together by Cheryl Jarvis. This year’s Advent
Devotional honors West Side’s 55" anniversary; within its pages you'll find devotions written years ago by
some of the saints of West Side. These are mixed with reflections written this year by current

members. The book is extremely well done. If you don’t have a copy, don’t delay; there are only a few left.

Co-mingling with our outer preparations for Christmas (shopping, baking, and, in my case, finding cloth
napkins that don’t clash with the table runner) is our inner preparation. Advent is huge. There are so many
themes and sub-themes, so many facets of this wonderful season that a Christian could spend a lifetime

pondering it.

But for me, it’s a time of anticipation that builds and builds until, by the time we reach the fourth week, I'm
just about to pop from excitement! What are we anticipating? We’re anticipating Christ, who is going to
come to us again in ways new and unexpected according to where we are on our Christian journey. We're
anticipating a Savior who was born to love us; who was born to save us; the One whose life and love shines

in and through all darkness.

| hope that church will be your destination on the Sundays of Advent. | hope that, no matter what is
happening in your life, you will find worship on these special Sundays a source of calm and restfulness, but
also a place of challenge as we lift up a variety of ways of receiving Christ into our lives. My preaching texts

and title for this season are:

November 27 A Time to Tear Isaiah 64:1-9

December 4 Reality Restored Isaiah 40:1-11

December | | Joy Leap Luke 1:39-45

December 18 Love Song Service of Lessons and Carols
December 25 Christ is Born Today! Luke 2:1-20

From Ben and me to you and yours, Merry Christmas!

May your hopes be met and your joy fulfilled!

Glad to be your pastor,
Cyd




NEW FOOD MINISTRY

West Side is excited to announce a new discounted food ministry,
replacing our former Angel Food program.
We have partnered with THE GOOD FAITH FOOD BOX, a new national program sponsored by
Treasury Valley Foods, a highly-respected national food wholesaler.

Orders will be taken at West Side on
Mondays 6-7 pm
and Wednesdays 2-3pm
For more information please contact
Ben Cowgill, Community Care Team
757-512-6846 or ben@cowgill.com

WWW.GOODFAITHFOODBOX.ORG

YOUTH NEWS

What a fantastic Youth Sunday on November 13™! Twenty eight of our youth participated in this service. God has
blessed us with such talented young people, not the least of which is Emily Nutting who played piano to Laura
Thornton’s cello for both the prelude and the postlude. Ten children and teens read scripture and participated in skits
that brought home the message of the service, God’s Grace. All of the music, as well as the prayers and calls to
worship and confession, also reflected on the many ways grace is an integral part of our day to day lives and how we
respond to the larger community of both believers and nonbelievers. We also inaugurated the new audio visual
equipment that was recently installed and we are thrilled to be able to project the words to our music for subsequent
services/events. We want to thank the SS teachers for letting us use the SS hour for one final practice, and Anne Berk
& Charles Kelly for helping us with props, and especially Bill Loftis who coordinated all of the A/V needed for the

service. Many pictures were taken as well as video. Check out West Side’s Facebook page and website to see them.

As we close out Nov and get into the Advent season, both the Junior Fellowship and Chi Rho groups will be working
on making Christmas decorations and we will be responsible for decorating the Fellowship Center. On Dec 10™ the
Chi Rho group will accompany the Covenant class to go to Hope House to help those residents decorate for

Christmas. We hope to wrap up the calendar year with our own New Year’s Eve party on Jan 30™.

Mary and | are still looking for two men to help us with the two youth groups. The Junior Fellowship has
kids from grades 3-5 and the Chi Rho has kids from grades 6-8. Won’t you consider joining us as co-sponsors?

Both groups meet from 4:30-6 pm on Sundays.

Peace and Love,

Kitty Baker and Mary Redmon

NEWSLETTER SERVING AT

DEADLINE
December 9th

OASIS
December 15th

10:00 a.m.
Sign up to

- )

Please No Late Entries
help!!!




Advent/Christmas Worship at West Side
O, That You Would Come Down

December 4 Redlity Restored Isaiah 40:1-11

December || Joy Leap Luke 1:39-4

December 18 Love Song Service of Lessons and Carols
December 25 Christ is Born Today Luke 2:1-20

Poinsettia for Christmas 2011

The cost is $7.00

(Pﬂease ma,{e checks payable to West Side Christian Church and have your payment and any
dedications you wish to have acknowledged into the church office no later than

Sunday, December 4th.

Be sure to take your poinsettia(s) home with you on Christmas Day.

Join the choir!
o

PARTY TIME

Disciples Class SR,

Friday, December 4th %
4PM

Fellowship Center

Positions open: Soprano, Alto, Tenor,
Bass — no others need
See IaS apply.
kerS C § Physical Qualifications: must be able to carry light
Sunday, December 18th musical notes part way
12:30 PM across the sanctuary. Must
. have sufficient vision to see
Home of Bob & Donna Nutting director's head.
Experience: no applications accepted
. from persons who have not
FCHOWShlp Class sung, hummed or whistled
Sunday, December 18th in the tub or shower.
6:00 PM Wages: safisfaction and joy in
: God'’s service.
Fringe Benefits: social security —we

promise you the security of
social fellowship with other
choir members. We have
fun!

Hours: Sunday mornings with
occasional opportunities
for overtime (at above
mentioned wages).

Vacation: missed rehearsals and
church services are
primarily a matter of
conscience and ability to
return the glares and
pointed remarks of the
director and other choir

a musical performed at West Side members.

Retirement: No particular age, but it is
generally determined by
prayer, printed notes
getting too small, notes too
high, church too hot (or

@ cold), or organist
N 5 unable fo play the notes
@ you sing.

“T’was the Night Before Christmas”

Sunday, December | Ith

OO

i i Rehearsals: once aweek, on
The Church Office will be closed on the following dates: Wednesday's at 7:00
Friday, December 23 Apply: by attending next
Monday, December 26 rehearsal.
Friday, December 30 . . .
Y It is not too late to join!

Monday, January 2, 2012




PRAYER LIST

Church Members

Pyles Family, Tom Larson, Sharon Jenson,
Margaret Poole, Eddrie Bradley, Barbara Nelson,
Darryl Phelps, Mary Wyatt, Marleen Whitehurst

Family & Friends

Dolores Hedgepeth, Nancy Redburn, Amber Rank,
Donna Wharam, Alfred Gray, Jon Brillhart,
Zac Allen, Glennard French,

Rev. Rita Cargill-Brown, Taylor Duke,
Maureen Powers, Sharon McCrickard,

Ruth Ann Gonsalves, Tim Brown, Jordan Lahy,
Gary Reeves, Ida Diggs, Pete Mundy,
Pauline Moseberth, Martha Whitlow,
Brenda Lewis, Quimby Family

SHUT INS

Myrtle Henderson, Ruth Blackman,
Catherine Buchanan

The family of Hervy Gray wishes to express our sincere gratitude for your support
an loving prayers during Hervy's illness. We moved from West Side seven vyears
ago, but your love and concern made those years just float away.

Thank you Cyd for attending the service along with other members of West Side. It
shows that you are a loving and supportive congregation.

May God bless each and everyone.
In Christian Love,

Charlene and Family

Lectionary Readings
December 201 1

December 4h: Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
2 Peter 3:8-15a
Mark 1:1-8

December 11th: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126
I Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28

December 18th: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Luke 1:47-55
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38

December 25th: Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96

Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)

We extend our deepest Sympathy
to the George Pyles and family on
the

passing of his mother, Freda Pyles
who passed away on November 11th

and to Rev. John Knibb and family
on the passing of his wife, Evelyn

iz,

December Birthdays

1st: Kathy Saunders
5th: Katherine Bean
6th: David Bond
10th: Karen Brown
15th: Marleen Whitehurst
17th: Leo Gibbs
Ir 19th: Michael Stidham,
21st: Jennifer Larson
24th: Rick Oliver
28th: Emily Metz
Wendy McNelis
29th: Alison Ehlers
Cecil Dillon

30th: Karen Hartzog

October &Nosember 2011

In memory of Joey Irwin, given by
Christie Bradley
In memory of Rachel Powell, given by
Billy & Kim Powell
In Memory of Berry Brown, given by
Evelyn Brown
In Memory of John Milam, given by
Steve Gray
Debbie Friberg
Mary Redmon
Billy & Kim Powell
Dick & Mary Cornwell
Frances Wells
Garland Cook
Karen Hartzog
Jimmy & Cheryl Jarvis
Tony & Mary Peris
GEICO Insurance
Connie Beverly
In Memory of Hervy Gray, given by
Frances Wells
Karen Hartzog
Dick & Mary Cornwell
In memory of Freda Pyles, given by
The Boothe Class
The Ruth Bible Class
Dick & Mary Cornwell
Robert Mason
Edward & Janice Stone
William & Margaret Hensler
Evelyn Brown
Leo & Pam Gibbs
Karen Hartzog
Jimmy & Cheryl Jarvis
Garland Cook




MALRLY 'S WELILNE. (@) £

“For us a child is born, to us a Son is given, and the government will be on His shoulders.
And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
ISAIAH 9:6

IF YOU LOOK FOR ME

If you look for ME at Christmas you won’t need a special Star
I’'m no longer in Bethlehem I'm right there where you are.

You may not be aware of ME amid the celebrations,
you’ll have to look beyond the stores and all the decorations.

But if you take a moment from your list of things to do and listen to your heart,
You'll find IM waiting there for you.

You're the one | want to be with, you’re the reason that | came,
And you’ll find ME in the stillness as I'M whispering
Your name.

LOVE JESUS

“Rejoice in the Lord always

Again | will say, rejoice.”

Philippians 4:4
Mary W, Peris, Parish Nurse , A

/ —y——
A |l |t Innn \an

Stewardship

Thanks to all who participated in this year's Stewardship Campaign; to all who contributed to the planning, all

who turned in Commitment Cards and all who prayed on this ministry’s behalf. You have made a difference!
Thank you!

Stewardship Quote for December
G A man there was, and they called him mad; the more he gave, the more he had.”

John Bynum (1628-1688), English Puritan writer and preacher.

STEWARDSHIP GIVINGS FOR November 2011

Amount Needed Weekly for Budget Expenses: $4,718.00

November 6 , 2011

Received for Operating Budget:
$5,201.46

Received for Operating Budget

$2,366.00
Memorial Fund: 70.00
(In memory of Freda Pyles)
Thanksgiving: 200.00
Preschool Taxes: 1,035.00
Poinsettias: 105.00
Custodian Anniversary: 250.00
Coffee/Donuts: 14.00
TOTAL $4,040.00

November 13, 2011

Received for Operating Budget:

November 20, 2011

Received for Operating Budget:

$3,601.08 $2,871.99

Reconciliation: 25.00 Thanksgiving: 25.00 Thanksgiving: 112.86
Memorial Fund: 25.00 Memorial Fund: 30.00 Memorial Fund: 300.00
(In memory of John Milam) (In memory of Freda Pyles) (In memory of Freda Pyles)
Coffee/Donuts 13.00 Scholarship Fund: 250.00 Scholarship Fund: 50.00
TOTAL $5,264.46 (In memory of Berry Brown & Freda Pyles) (In memory of Freda Pyles)

DMF Breakfast: 28.50 Poinsettias: 168.00

Line ltem 5403 42.24 Coffee/Donuts: 13.30

BMF: 400.00 TOTAL $3,516.15

Coffee/Donuts: 10.10

TOTAL $4,386.92

NOVEMBER 27, 2011 )




