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STATEMENT OF CALLING     

West Side Christian Church is a faithful and caring church family  

committed to making disciples of               

Jesus Christ in our CHURCH, our COMMUNITY, and our WORLD.  

CHURCH: Equip our church family through spiritual growth and leadership development.  

COMMUNITY: Share the love of Christ through service.  

WORLD: Witness through support of Disciplesõ missions. 

 

Pot Luck Dinner 
Wednesday, May 6th 

6:30 PM 

In observance of ñChristian Family Week,ò  our special guest speakers will be  

Bob & Helen Carlton, missionaries to Guatemala. 

Bob & Helen are members of Great Bridge United Methodist Church. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We ask that you bring 2 covered dishes to share for dinner  

along with any of the items listed below to be donated 

to the people of Guatemala. 

Vitamins 

Over/Counter Antacids 

Over/Counter Pain Medicines (Tylenol, Ibuprofen, etc.) 

Toothpaste 

Toothbrushes (Adult & Child) 

Eye Glasses (For Reading) 

 

 

(All these items can be purchased at your local Dollar Tree Stores) 



  

 

 

May is  American  Stroke Month  
 

The American Stroke Association, wants you to  take 

this time to learn your stroke risk factors and 
recognize the warning signs of stroke. It is a time 
to educate the nation and spread awareness 
about stroke prevention, symptom recognition 
and recovery. This year, the National Stroke    
Association hopes to continue to reduce stroke 
deaths by educating the public to Act F.A.S.T. 

and "Save a Life." For every minute that brain 
cells are deprived of oxygen during stroke, the 
likelihood of brain damage increases.  
 

Symptoms of  Stroke: 
Sudden weakness or numbness in the face, 

arm, or leg on one side of the body.   

Sudden loss, blurring, or dimness of vision.                                                     
Mental  confusion, loss of memory, or       

sudden loss of consciousness.            

 Slurred speech, loss of speech, or problems            

understanding others.              

 Sudden, severe headache with no apparent 

cause.                                  

Unexplained dizziness, drowsiness, loss of 

coordination, or falls.                

Nausea and vomiting, especially when     

accompanied by any of the above symptoms. 

 

Actions To Take in the Event of  a 
Stroke: 

Stay calm. Ignore any tendency to downplay a stroke 

symptom.                                          

Don't hesitate  to take prompt action.                                                                                              

Call or have someone call  911. Be sure to give your 
name, telephone number, and exact whereabouts.                                                                                                                             

While waiting  for the ambulance, make the person  as 
comfortable as possible.                   

Do not give  the person anything to eat or drink, other 
than water.                                          

If an ambulance cannot arrive for an extended period     
of time, have someone drive the person to the hospital.     
Do not let the person experiencing the stroke symptoms 
drive.                                                                                                     

Notify the personõs doctor, so he or she can provide the 
hospital with the patient's medical history.         

John Hopkins Health Alert  

For whatever is born of God overcomes the world.   And this is the 

victory that has overcome the worldñour faith.  1 John 5:4 

 

A Prayer for Mothers 

Gracious God, We thank you for adopting us into your family 

through the miracle of your grace, and for calling us to be brothers 

and sisters to each other. Today, loving God, we pray for our   

mothers: who cared for us when we were helpless, who comforted us 

when we were hurt, whose love and care we often took for granted. 

Lord, give them special blessings. Keep us united with you and with 

each other, so we can become all that we are meant to be. Amen 

 

  Mary W. Peris, Parish Nurse 

 

 

                                                

 

 

Grace.  The word is not as often used in 

Disciples of Christ congregations. You hear this 

word more frequently in Catholic, Episcopalian, and 

even United Methodist circles. However, I cannot 

think of a word that more appropriately embodies 

what Marion and I have experienced over the 

course of the last year. 

 

 Marionõs appointment in Portsmouth at 

Broad Street United Methodist Church. Grace.  

The good news that Marion was pregnant!  Grace.  

Being able to find an incredible housing situation for 

our growing family in such tough economic times.  

Grace. Two amazing baby showers from our       

respective congregations that equipped us for      

parenthood. Grace.  The paternity leave time you 

prepared to extend me. Grace. The modified/

additional leave time you granted me upon the 

death of Caroline and birth of Harrison. Grace.  

The abundance of love and support you have given 

to Marion and me throughout it all.  Grace. 

 

 One definition of the word grace is, òThe 

free and unmerited favor of God, as manifested in 

the bestowal of blessings.ó Most of the blessings we 

have received in the past year have been 

òbestowedó through you. We have experienced the 

grace of God by your ministry to us. 

 

In looking up the definition of the word 

grace, I discovered that it derives from the Latin 

gratia, from gratus meaning ôpleasing or thankful;õ 

related to grateful. In other words, gratitude comes 

from grace. 

 

Having profoundly experienced the grace of 

God, it seems only appropriate that we would     

express our gratitude. Therefore, I want to      

dedicate this article to West Side Christian Church.  

We are so thankful for the gifts, the cards, the food 

and the contacts. However, more than anything 

else, we are grateful for our relationship to all of 

you.  I am proud to be your pastor and Marion is 

proud to be your òfirst lady.ó 

 

May the same grace that God has extended 

Marion and me, through all of you, be the same 

grace West Side Christian Church continues       

extending to the world in the next chapter of our 

ministry together.  God bless each and every one of 

you.  And, again, thank you! 

 
 

Peace.  

Rev. Nathan Brown 
  

http://www.strokeassociation.org/


C. W. F.    

 

 
 

 

                  APRIL CIRCLE MEETINGS 
 

SHIPHRAH:   May 4th @ 7:00 PM - West Side               REBEKAH & LYDIA:  April 6th @ 10:00 AM -  West Side  

                    
 

SARAH:   The ladies of the Sarah Circle met at Chesapeake Square Mall for a Lenten walk in April.  Five 

ladies had breakfast together.  Cheryl Jarvis shared thoughts for Passion Week entitled òJesusõ last 

week before Resurrectionó and encouraged us to read John 8 through the resurrection each day.  

Then they walked several times around the mall and enjoyed great fellowship.  An offering of $50. was 

given, Blessing Box $38.46 and Least Coin* .62 cents.  Cheryl Jarvis will be hosting the May 7th meeting 

at 7:30 in the Fellowship Center.  

 

  *Fellowship of the Least Coin - 
 The International Fellowship of the Least Coin (IFLC) is a worldwide ecumenical movement  

 of prayer for peace and reconciliation.  Persons in this movement make a commitment  

 to spend time in prayer, and to uphold in prayer others who are victims of jealousy, hatred,  

 violence, and injustice to the family, community, nation, and the world.  Every time one  

 prays, she sets aside a least coin of her currency as a tangible token of her prayer.  Church  

 Women United is the custodian for IFLC offerings in the United States.  
 

 

Church Women United 
Celebrating ñMay Friendship Dayò 

Friday, May 1st 
11 AM 

Fourth Baptist Church 
726 South Street 

 
Contact Cheryl Jarvis as soon as possible if you wish to attend. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Monthly Breakfast Meeting 
Saturday,  May 23rd  @  8:00 AM 

~ ALL ARE INVITED ~ 
 

GUEST SPEAKER:  Rebecca Currie 
 

Join us for a delicious breakfast followed by an        
informational presentation by Rebecca Currie.  As 
you may remember, Rebecca spoke to us last May 
about her profession as the Admission & Marketing 
Director for Kindred Healthcare Center, located in 
Va. Beach.  She has worked in the healthcare field for 
over 10 years with experience in each level of      
housing options.  She will be discussing these options 
for seniors as well as Medicare coverage including 
independent/assisted living in skilled nursing        
facilities. 

Come and learn about a subject that all senior        
citizens need to know.  As always, we need you to   
please call the church office to make a reservation, 
complete a reservation form provided in the church 
bulletin  or call Larry Hackler at 488-5997.   

Hope to see you there. 
 

 

RSVP no later than  

Wednesday, May 20th ! ! ! 

 

Join us at the  

West Side Drive -In 

Saturday, May 2nd @ 

7:30 PM 

for our featured film: 

òBedtime Storiesó 

 

FREE POPCORN  

and 

 DRINKS  

 

Bring your blankets, or just sit in the comfort of 

your own car   

and enjoy this great family film. 

 Vacation  

 B ible  

 School 

 

 

June 15th - 19th 

More 

information will  

be provided in 

the June issue 

of the 

West Side  

Newsletter 



Watkins Named to Obama's Faith-Based Advisory Group (4/6/09)  

By Rebecca Bowman Woods, DisciplesWorld news and website editor 

WASHINGTON (4/6/09) ð Sharon E. Watkins, general minister and 
president of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), has been named 
to President Barack Obamaôs Advisory Council on Faith-Based and 
Neighborhood Partnerships.  
 
Watkins, who preached at the Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service at 
the National Cathedral on Jan. 21, is one of 25 faith leaders appointed to 
the advisory council.  
 
The council "will be a resource for nonprofit and community organizations, both secular and faith-
based, looking for ways to make a bigger impact in their communities, learn their obligations under 
the law, cut through red tape, and make the most of what the federal government has to offer,ò      
according to a White House statement.  
 
Most council members are faith leaders. They include Jim Wallis, president of Sojourners/Call to    
Renewal; Frank Page, president emeritus of the Southern Baptist  Convention; and Joel C. Hunter, 
senior pastor of Northland Church in Longwood, Fla.  Others come from community outreach,      
non-profit, and higher education  circles.  
 
On Monday, Watkins was traveling from Indianapolis to Washington, D.C. for briefings in preparation 
for the groupôs formal chartering and first meeting. 

ñIôm excited for Disciples to be represented in a council that has to do with partnerships and working 
in neighborhoods at the local level. I think thatôs a natural place for Disciples to have input,ò she said. 

The advisory council is part of the White House Office of Faith-Based and Neighborhood              
Partnerships. Its members will serve one-year terms. 

Also on the council is Peg Chemberlin, president-elect of the National Council of Churches (NCC) 
and     executive director of the Minnesota Council of Churches. She will become president of the 
NCC on Jan. 1, 2010.  
 
The NCC noted that several of its member communions are represented on the advisory council. 
Bishop Vashti Mackenzie, a presiding bishop with the African Methodist Episcopal Church and       
William J. Shaw, president of the National Baptist Convention, USA, have both been asked to serve.  
 
Michael Kinnamon, the NCCôs general secretary, praised Obamaôs appointments to the advisory 
council in an NCC news release.  
 
ñWe commend President Obama for seeing the importance of harnessing the moral and political 
power of faith-based and neighborhood groups,ò  Kinnamon said. ñThe slogan, 'Yes, We Can,' only 
has meaning when we say it together." 

Disciples from all walks of life will gather in Indianapolis 
from Wednesday, July 29th to Sunday, August 2nd for the 
�F�K�X�U�F�K�·�V���E�L�H�Q�Q�L�D�O���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\�������7�K�H�������������*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\���Z�L�O�O��
�F�H�Q�W�H�U���L�W�V���Z�R�U�N���D�U�R�X�Q�G���5�H�Y�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����������«������� Ánd the leaves of 
�W�K�H���W�U�H�H�V���V�K�D�O�O���E�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���K�H�D�O�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���µ��In choosing 
this verse as the centerpiece and guiding spiritual reference, 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�U�V�� �V�H�H�N�� �W�R�� �F�R�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�� �W�K�H�� �'�L�V�F�L�S�O�H�V�·�� �Q�H�Z�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\��
�V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�«��We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for      
wholeness in a fragmented world. People of all ages will        
�H�Q�J�D�J�H�� �L�Q�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �&�K�X�U�F�K�·�V�� �I�X�W�X�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�K�D�W�� �L�W��
means to be mission -driven and priority focused church in 
the 21st century.  

�7�K�H�� �W�K�H�P�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\�� �D�O�V�R�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�F�R�U�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �&�K�X�U�F�K�·�V�� �G�H�V�L�U�H�� �W�R��create church - wide 
�H�Y�H�Q�W�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�U�H�� �´�J�U�H�H�Q�µ�� �D�Q�G�� �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H�����7�K�H�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V�� �R�Q�� �´�J�U�H�H�Q�L�Q�J�µ�� �W�K�H������������
Assembly means the event will serve as a model for the ways Disciples and other people of 
faith can create meetings and moments of worship that minimize negative impacts on the 
environment.  

As always, the thousands of Disciples who will gather in Indianapolis will seek to affirm 
and declare the gospel with faith, energy, and commitment. Attendees will learn spiritual 
and practical skills that allow each of us to become part of the movement for wholeness in 
the world.  

�7�R�� �O�H�D�U�Q�� �P�R�U�H�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\�� �V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H���� �V�S�H�D�N�H�U�V���� �D�Q�G�� �J�X�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �´�J�U�H�H�Q�L�Q�J�µ�� �Y�L�V�L�W��
www.disciples.org and click on the General Assembly box.  If you have any further        
questions, contact Rev. Brown.  He and his family will be attending the Assembly.  

http://www.disciples.org
http://www.disciplesworld.com/newsArticle.html?wsnID=14668
http://www.ncccusa.org
http://www.ncccusa.org/news/090403leadersnamed.html

