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STATEMENT OF CALLING     

West Side Christian Church is a faithful and caring church family  

committed to making disciples of               

Jesus Christ in our CHURCH, our COMMUNITY, and our WORLD.  

CHURCH: Equip our church family through spiritual growth and leadership development.  

COMMUNITY: Share the love of Christ through service.  

WORLD: Witness through support of Disciplesõ missions. 

 

                  íSPLASHî 
  Vacation Bible School  

 

 

Come have a of a time learning about   through  

 

story telling, crafts and music.  The fun all begins Monday, June 15th  

 

at 6:30 pm.  So have mom or dad call the church office at 488 - 0514 to  

 

get you pre - registered for your class. On Friday evening we will have  

 

a closing program followed by a Pot Luck Dinner to conclude the week.     

 

Please bring 2 covered dishes. VBS is open to children ages 3 yrs. to 5th  

 

grade.  Mark your calendars now and be prepared to òGET WET!ó 

We need your help in collecting empty 2 Liter plastic bottles as well as snack foods for each night.  
A sign up sheet with a listing of craft items needed will be in the gathering area for your viewing.  
Please look over this list and see if there is anything you may already have on hand or would like 
to purchase. Kitchen volunteers are also needed to help prepare and serve snacks nightly.  Please 

see Kitty Baker for more information.  



  
 
 

 

 
 

of  the Month  
GETTING YOURSELF GROUNDED  

 

Dante, the Florentine poet of the Middle Ages, 
knocked at the door of a Franciscan monastery 

at Lunigiana. He was asked,  

"What do you want?" 

 

Dante replied, "Peace." I think that maybe he 
was speaking for a lot of us -- especially these 

days. But how do you find peace? 

 

If you're not ready for a stay in the monastery,  
I think one way to find peace is to look within.  

Get yourself grounded. 
 

Finding the peace we need is really a spiritual    
issue. Get yourself grounded and you can   

navigate even the stormiest roads in peace. 
 

-- Steve Goodier 

.  

òPeace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: 

not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not 

your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.ó 

John 14:27 NIV 

òééééé.they did not even have a chance to 

eat, He said to them, ôCome with me by       

yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.ó 

Mark 6:31 NIV  

 

òFor God said, ô Honor your father and 

motheréõ òMatt. 15:4 NIV 

 

May your summer be filled with  

Godõs Blessings! 

 

  Mary W. Peris, Parish Nurse 

 

 

                                                

 

 

For the first time in my life, I am solely           

responsible for a lawn.  Certainly, as an adolescent, I 

mowed my share of lawns. In fact, I remember my 

brother and I always fighting about who would mow the 

acre of lawn surrounding my childhood home.  Recently, 

the fighting began again. This time it was with myself.  

Would I mow the lawn or pay someone else to do it? 

After doing the math on how much we would 

save in caring for our own grass, I reluctantly made the 

decision to invest in my first push lawnmowerña   

Lawnboy which, I am told, will last for years (oh boy!).   

I trust you have caught onto my sarcasm. 

 I recall, as a child, my grandfather enjoying     

mowing his lawn more than anything else.  He enjoyed it 

so much that he would find excuses to mow his lawn, 

sometimes two and three times a week. I never         

understood his fascination with lawn mowingé..until 

now. 

 I have gained a new appreciation for cutting 

grass.  While mowing may cause my back to hurt, my 

hands to blister and my ears to ring, there is something 

gratifying in knowing that a task has been completed.      

I can look back on a freshly mowed yard and see a       

finished product.  It gives me a great deal of satisfaction 

seeing something through from beginning to end. 

 Ministry is not usually like cutting grass. It seems 

like nothing is ever finished. A sermon to tweak, a 

prayer concern to follow up on, another meeting to    

attend, a Bible study to plan, a newsletter article to 

writeñministry is about constantly leaving things       

undone.  Faith is about continuous transition. 

 Every now and then, though, it is important that 

we take note of those òcompleted tasksó we have      

accomplished.  This gives us encouragement and hope 

about our work together and the ministry to which God 

continues to call us. 

 If you have not noticed, here are some grass 

cutting experiences for West Side: the Community Care 

Team has been formed and is working well, we        

completed another week of housing and feeding the 

homeless, we are serving lunch at Oasis once a month, 

we are officially an Angel Food Host Site and our orders 

have increased each month, we constructed a deck for 

the Hope House, and we have enjoyed a number of    

fellowship dinners that connected us to God through 

ministries like missionaries and praise music.  All of this 

has been completed in only the first five months of this 

year! 

 As we seek transformation at West Side     

Christian Church, at times, it will seem like we have not 

completed anything. Transition can be discouraging    

because it is difficult to see the finished product.  Along 

the way, however, we must celebrate the small victories 

and find satisfaction in those things we have                

accomplished with Godõs help.  Take a moment to thank 

God for the ministry we have completed together at 

West Side thus far.  We have much to celebrate! 
 

 

Peace.  

Rev. Nathan Brown 
  

òRest is not idleness, and to lie sometimes on 
the grass under the trees on a summer's day, 

listening to the murmur of water, or      
watching the clouds float across the sky, is 

by no means a waste of timeó 

 John Lubbock 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/rest_is_not_idleness-and_to_lie_sometimes_on_the/185813.html
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      June Circle Meetings     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHIPHRAH:   June 1st @ 7:00 PM - West Side             

REBEKAH & LYDIA:  June 3rd @ 10:00 AM -  West Side (Going out to eat)  

SARAH:   June 4th @ 7:30 PM - West Side 

 

CIRCLE REPORTS: 

Shipharah - No Report submitted.  

Sarah - No Report Submitted.  

Rebekah & Lydia:  The ladies of the Rebekah & Sarah circle met on May 6th with 11 members and 1 

guest present.  They collected an offering of $61.  The following report was given.  

  

 CWF Service Projects - 4  Disciple Papers - 2  Cooking/Crafts - 5 

 First Sunday Lunch - 4   Regional Papers - 4  Miscellaneous - 2 

 Transportation - 3   Books - 34   Greeters - 1   

 Teaching - 1    Phone calls - 51  Daily Devotionals - 6  

 Outreach - 1 

  

                     Disciple Women/CWF Purpose 
 

To provide opportunity for spiritual growth, enrichment, education and creative ministries to 
enable women to develop a sense of personal responsibility for the whole mission of the 

church of Jesus Christ. 

Our 2008-09 year is coming to an end.  Our women have been busy dedicated and always supportive of the church and 
their responsibilities.  A recap of the past yearéé. 

Our commitment to Missions - $1200. to Church Finance Council with over and above gifts of $231.  We sent two health 
kits to Church World Service and $199. for blankets.  We also sent $200. to the Southeastern Food Bank and gave canned 
food and staples to the Salvation Army.  $75. was sent to the Hope House Foundation in Norfolk.  Through District VIII 
and Regional projects we have supported the Womenõs Scholarship Fund, Women to Women Ministries and the Regional 
Spring project.  We also sponsored a Fall Workshop in October which was a huge success.   

The Executive Board members wish to thank all of the members of West Side who generously showered Nathan & Marion 
with so many gifts at their baby shower in March.  What an amazing sign of love these past few months that West Side 
has shown to our Minister, wife and son.  We love you all. 

Disciples Women Bible Study to Begin 
Our new Disciple Women Study 
material has been ordered.  The 
theme is «New Day -  I 
called£God assured...I am 
changed¬.      Writers from the 
West Coast, East Coast, and 
Middle America offer us insight 
into    biblical characters who 
experienced answered prayers. 
Our mission study will also cover 
the country of Ecuador. If you 
are not    currently attending a 
study group, please feel free to 

 

 

 

 

To the  

Disciples Women/CWF  

Spring Banquet  

        Saturday, June 27th  

                     11:30 AM 

        West Side Fellowship Center  

Please make your reservations 

with any member of the  

    Rebekah group by June 24th  

 

Cost:  TBA  



Disciples from all walks of life will gather in Indianapolis 
from Wednesday, July 29th to Sunday, August 2nd for the 
churchõs biennial Assembly.  The 2009 General Assembly will 
center its work around Revelation 22:2é.  òAnd the leaves of 
the trees shall be for the healing of the nations.ó In choosing 
this verse as the centerpiece and guiding spiritual reference, 
organizers seek to complement the Disciplesõ new identity 
statementé.We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for      
wholeness in a fragmented world. People of all ages will        
engage in discussions on the Churchõs future and what it 
means to be mission -driven and priority focused church in 
the 21st century.  

The theme of the Assembly also underscores the Churchõs desire to create church - wide 
events that are ògreenó and ecologically responsible. The emphasis on ògreeningó the      
Assembly means the event will serve as a model for the ways Disciples and other people of 
faith can create meetings and moments of worship that minimize negative impacts on the 
environment.  

As always, the thousands of Disciples who will gather in Indianapolis will seek to affirm 
and declare the gospel with faith, energy, and commitment. Attendees will learn spiritual 
and practical skills that allow each of us to become part of the movement for wholeness in 
the world.  

To learn more about the Assembly schedule, speakers, and guidelines for ògreeningó visit 
www.disciples.org and click on the General Assembly box.  If you have any further        
questions, contact Rev. Brown.  He and his family will be attending the Assembly.  

WEST SIDE NEEDS TO PURCHASE NEW MOWERS 

 

 

 
 

 

     When someone wants to buy a new car, it is always certain that this individual will begin to        
badmouth his current car.  The car is nickel and diming him to death. Every week, more money is 
needed to fix/repair his old car. This car is on itõs last leg. Dealerships are practically giving them 
away.  Now is the best time to buy, because of 0% interest loans, etc., etc.  

     Well, the two lawnmowers currently being used at West Side are literally on their last leg. They 
are 15+ years old.  The same old reasons listed above apply to our lawnmowers.  They break down 
and are in constant need of repairs. CMF has agreed to raise the money needed to purchase two 
new John Deere tractor (42ó) lawnmowers. Currently, East Coast Equipment has the type of         
mowers we need.  East Coast will service these mowers whereas Loweõs and Home Depot do not. 

     As of 5/17/09, several members have donated $3,750., and CMF has approx. $200. in its       
treasury, for a total of $3,950.  The mowers we wish to purchase are John Deere 17 HP V -twin       
Kawasaki engine, Hydrostatic transmission with cruise control and a 42ó cut, Model X3000, w/4 yr.          
warranty. They cost $2,999. each. You will be asked to support CMFõs efforts in raising the           
additional $2000.  

 

You are invited to join the members of Park View Baptist Church 
for a summer road trip to see a Washington Nationals baseball 
game. The trip will be on Saturday, July 4th as the Nationals take 
on the Atlanta Braves. What better way to spend our nationôs 
birthday than in our national capital watching Americaôs  favorite 
pastime! Transportation will be in a luxury motor coach, complete 
with comfortable seats, air conditioning, TV/DVD players, and a 
restroom so that we can ride in ease. For those with mobility      
issues, please be advised that the stadium seats will be in the     
upper deck. The motor coach will pick us up in the parking lot of 

Park View Baptist at 9:00 am. (Eat breakfast before arriving or bring snacks for the bus).  
The game begins at 1:05 pm. (Eat lunch at the game). After the game, we will head back to 
Portsmouth with a stop at Cracker Barrel for dinner. We should arrive home no later than 
9:00 pm. The cost for the trip, including the game ticker and the motor coach is $36. per   
person. Make checks payable to Park View Baptist Church and give them to Trish or Nathan.  
A sign up sheet will be posted in the gathering area. Nathan, Marion & Harrison will be taking 
this trip and would love Westsiders to come and join them. 



Stewardship Quote for June 
It is more blessed to give than receive.  ñ Jesus 

Acts 20:35 
Stewardship of Bread - 

Growing up, I often heard my Mom say: òIõll be right back.  Iõm going to take this cake (bread or casserole) 
over to the new neighbors.ó  Once there, she would check to see if they needed anything like the use of the 
phone or directions to any special place.  She never left without letting them know that if they needed        
anything, to just ask.  After all, they were going to be our newest friends.  The sooner we got to know them, 
the longer we would have to enjoy their friendship.  

It was in that spirit that the bread ministry came to mind as I saw all these gleaming new apartments begin 
built right across the street from our church.  Each would house a family that potentially could be life long 
friends for us as a congregation.  They could quite possibly be there for us as well as our friend grew  closer. 

For Fred and me, it has been a wonderful blessing to just knock on doors and say welcome to the           
neighborhood.  We invited them to come and visit, and explained that if they needed anything, they could 
just stop by and ask, no strings attached.  Every single home has been gracious and grateful.  As is so often 

the case, we always leave feeling we were the ones being blessed. 

If you would like to be a part of the bread ministry, please let us know.  More hands just make the job more 
fun and finished quicker. 

Blessings to all, 

Nancy Fritts  

 

IN NEED OF PRAYER     

Beverly Brkic    

 Kitty Buchanan 

Bill Wagoner 

      Jimmy Powell  

   Nathan & Marion Brown  

Sue Gatling 

Barbara Barnhart 

                 Norman Dickens   

      Murray Brown  

Eloise Lowman 

Jeannie Ross 

Alyssa Hale 

Patrick Petty 

     Masil Jones   

Lorraine Shea 

           Jordan Lahy   

Mary Wyatt  

Janice Deweese 

   Sandy Phillips   

Marleen Whitehurst 

Christie Bradley 
 

SHUT INS  
 
 

Dottie Redmon 
 

 

Rev. Glenn Weaver 

 

 

Ruth Blackman 

 

 

Sandy Cotton 
 

 

Dennis Davenport 
 

 

Roland Thornton 
 

 

Al Hemby 
 

 

Esther Daniel 

 

Child Dedication Service 

for 

Harrison Charles Brown 

Sunday, June 21st 

West Side Christian Church 

 
During the worship service 

Nathan, Marion and Harrison Brown 
will be on vacation the week of  

June 15th - 19th.   
During this time, they will travel to Louisiana 

to be with family & friends 
and to also have a memorial service  

for their daughter,  
Caroline Louise Brown. 

Please pray for them as they travel  
 during this time. 


