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STATEMENT OF CALLING     

West Side Christian Church is a faithful and caring church family  

committed to making disciples of               

Jesus Christ in our CHURCH, our COMMUNITY, and our WORLD.  

CHURCH: Equip our church family through spiritual growth and leadership development.  

COMMUNITY: Share the love of Christ through service.  

WORLD: Witness through support of Disciplesõ missions. 

 

 
 

   

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                 General As-
sembly  

éé...for the Healing of the Nations 

Theme/Overview  
 

Disciples Assembly planners approached the 2009 General Assembly with awareness of 

the newly stated Disciples identity:  

 "We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.   

 As part of the one body of Christ, we welcome all to the Lord's Table as God   

 has welcomed us." 

This assembly is designed to help us embody that self-understanding. 

Through our theme, "for the Healing of the Nations" (Rev. 22:1-5), we address our hope to          
participate in God's healing, and ultimate redemption of the world. In worship we focus on our      
journey back to God's created wholeness. In an Assembly-wide conversation we focus on our    
future together as "a movement for wholeness." Then, through our closing All-Assembly Festival 
and communion service we extend our witness. Inviting guests from the "fragmented world" -- in 
Indianapolis and beyond -- who seek companionship for their faith journey, we will make it clear 
that Christ invites all to the Table of Blessing and Hope. 

 

Pray Now and Without Ceasing  
 

In preparation for the Assembly, General Minister and President Sharon Watkins invites  Disciples 
to "pray now and without ceasing" for God's leading in this momentous gathering of Disciples. In 
events and planning sessions leading up to Assembly, hand-written prayers have been shared on 
hand-shaped papers, and delivered back to the Disciples Center. They will become part of the 
website, posted in random fashion on the opening General Assembly web page. Look for this    
feature to be available on or before November 3, 2008. 

To share your prayers, write to: generalassembly@ogmp.disciples.org with "Prayers" in the      
subject line.  West Side will have a commissioning service for Rev. Brown to attend the Assembly 
on Sunday, July 26th. 

 



  
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Heal Our Land A Call to Fall  

 

 
 
 

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble 

themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from 

their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will 

forgive their sin and will heal their land.    (2 Chron. 7:14) 

July  4th:  Celebrate the Birthday of the United States 

of America, One Nation Under Godé! 

July 5th:  òFor the Lord God is a sun and shield; He      

bestows favor and honor. No good thing does the 

Lord withhold form those who walk upright.ó  

Psalm 84:11  RSV 

July 12th:  Itõs picnic and family reunion time, which 

can be a real challenge for folks with diabetes.  But you 

can do it!  Look for high fiber, low-fat dishes, such as 

beans, peas, broccoli, spinach, or a pasta salad that    

contains lots of fresh vegetables.  If necessary, offer to   

bring the rolls ð whole grain rolls! Watch out for dishes 

with a lot of dressings/mayonnaise, sour cream or    

butter. Stick with lean meats, fish or chicken (skinned) ð 

to fit approximately ¼ your plate.  Top it all off with  

dessert of fresh fruit ð peaches, watermelon, cantaloupe 

or fruit salad.  We can all benefit from eating like this!  

Add a tall cold glass of water with a twist of lemon.  

Does life get much better than this?! 

 July 19th:  Womenñthis message is for you!  Did 

you know that women play an important role in the 

health care of men through education and awareness? 

Men often learn about health from wives, girlfriends, 

and/or mothers, while women tend to get health        

information from doctors, the television, the Internet, 

and printed materials. Although men need to take 

charge of their own health, you can help the men in 

your life get started by raising awareness about menõs 

health. 

July 26th:  Men ð this message is for you!  Real Men 

Wear Gowns!  Yes, you read this correctly!  Whether 

itõs time for you to get a blood test or that test that 

youõd rather not talk about, youõre not just doing it for 

yourself. Youõre doing it for your family and loved ones, 

because Real Men Know the Facts: One in 5 American 

men has heart disease. One in 3 American adults has 

high blood pressure. Three in 4 American men are 

overweight. Nine in 10 lung cancer deaths are caused 

by cigarette smoking.  The single most important way 

you can take care of yourself and those you love is to 

actively take part in your health care. Educate yourself 

on health care and participate in decisions with your 

doctorñeven if it means wearing an examination gown. 

 

  Mary W. Peris, Parish Nurse 

 

 

                                                
Because this month is our denominationõs      

General Assembly in Indianapolis, I thought I would use 

my column to inform you of some Regional and General 

Church ministries to which I am committed over the 

next couple of years. 
 

At the Regional Assembly of the Christian 

Church in Virginia last summer, I was confirmed as the 

Regionõs representative to the General Board for        

the term 2010-2012. This will require that I meet in         

Indianapolis once a year for the purpose of doing the 

work of the General Church.  It will also require me to 

be in Lynchburg for Regional Board meetings twice a 

year. 
 

As a result of my appointment to the General 

Board, I was selected by the General Nominating      

Committee to be part of the Administrative Committee, 

which is the executive body of the General Board.  This 

committee is comprised of twenty individuals from the 

General Board, including the General Minister and     

President, the Moderator, two Vice Moderators, and 

other General and Regional Representatives. 
 

Only 9 individuals from the General Board are 

selected at large to be part of this committee.  I am     

honored to be one of those nine.  I am also one of two 

persons under the age of fifty on this committee.  My 

appointment to both the General Board and to the    

Administrative Committee will be confirmed at the 

General Assembly this summer.  The Administrative 

Committee requires that I also be in Indianapolis for a 

meeting once a year.  My participation on both the   

General Board and the Administrative Committee will 

only require that I be out of the pulpit one Sunday per 

year. 
 

Currently, I also serve on the Regionõs         

personnel committee.  This is a two-year commitment.  

As most of you know, Stephanie McLemore, the         

associate Regional Minister in Virginia, recently resigned 

in order to assume the role as chaplain of Lynchburg 

College.  As a result of both Associate Regional       

Ministers accepting new ministries in the last year and 

ongoing financial strains in the Region, the personnel 

committee is hard at work in trying to reorganize staff 

to most effectively meet the needs of the Region.  Many 

of the responsibilities have been farmed out to contract 

ministers in the interim.  We are thinking creatively 

about how to move forward with staff for the future of 

the Region. 
 

Being connected to both the Region and the 

General Church is an important part of my ministry.  I 

believe I have gifts for this work and I find meaning in 

relating to the different manifestations of our Church.  I 

thank you for your blessing in my acceptance of these 

wonderful opportunities. Let us never forget our     

covenant relationship to the denomination and to the 

Church Universal.  May we pray not only for the future 

of West Side, but also for the future of the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ). 

Peace.  

Rev. Nathan Brown 



    DISCIPLES WOMEN/C. W. F.    
 

      July Circle Meetings     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHIPHRAH:   July 6th @ 7:00 PM - West Side           SARAH:   July 18th @ 12:00 PM - West Side 

REBEKAH & LYDIA:  July 1st @ 10:00 AM -  West Side (Going out to eat)  
 

 

CIRCLE REPORTS: 

Shipharah - No Report submitted.  

Sarah - The ladies of the Sarah circle met with 4 members present.  They discussed and planned what 

is needed for the CWF Luncheon in July.  They enjoyed a Berry Torte prepared by Rosemary Lahy.  

YUM!  They will meet in July following a recipe book meeting on Saturday, July 18th at 12:00 then to go 

out to lunch.  They will decide the place at that time.   

Rebekah & Lydia:  The ladies of the Rebekah & Sarah circle met on June 3rd with 8 members and 3 

guest present.  They collected an offering of $60.  The following report was given.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CWF Service Projects - 3  Disciple Papers - 1  Cooking/Crafts - 4 

 First Sunday Lunch - 5   Regional Papers - 4  Miscellaneous - 2 

 Transportation - 6   Books - 12   Greeters - 1   

 Teaching - 1    Phone calls - 37  Daily Devotionals - 4  

 Outreach - 1    Visits - 18 

                                                                                                                    

 

TRUE ACCEPTANCE:   

When the Troubled Girls of the 

Bible Show Up at Our Church  

 

If youõve read about some of the so called 

òBad Girls of the Bible,ó some of them made 

bad choices, some were victims or survivors 

of lifeõs challenges, some were harmed by 

others. In many ways our Biblical sisters lived 

very muck like our own. They were judged, 

made mistakes, grew, changed, prayed,   

struggled, wanted the best for their families, 

and continued their everyday journeys. We 

may not understand otherõs choices or      

lifestyles, but we receive grace from our      

mistakes and needs to provide places of 

grace for others as well. Modern life is 

messyé..so come find a place to talk about 

your own struggles and a place to work on 

making our groups and congregations ready 

for welcoming others in transition. 

BLACKSTONE  WOMENõS  

RETREAT 2009  

 October 9 - 11, 2009   
 

 

 

Meet Our Speaker- 

   Rev. Sekinah Hamlin, SERF Minister For         

Anti-Racism and Reconciliation, was called by the 

Christian Church in Virginia in collaboration with 

the other 7 regions in the southeast United States 

to call a person to do specialized ministries of 

Anti-Racism and Reconciliation. 

   Rev. Hamlin is an ordained minister in the      

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) who has 

most recently served as Director of Multicultural 

Education, Chief Diversity Officer and First Year 

Experience Instructor at Guilford College in 

Greensboro, NC. 

   She was recently named to the editorial board 

of the Affirmative Action Newsletter. The            

Affirmative Action Register (AAR), a leading      

national equal opportunity employment magazine 

and website, has formed an editorial board     

comprised of business and academic diversity    

experts to provide guidance and expertise on    

issues regarding diversity and inclusion in the 

workplace. 

   Rev. Hamlin is a dynamic preacher and relevant 

presenter and will challenge us to grow, expand 

our faith, and broaden our table. 

Roommate Requests:  

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

Special Needs: 

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

 

Υ FULL RETREAT   $176.   Υ Saturday Lodging                 $45.89 
 

Υ Friday Dinner   $9.50   Υ Sunday Breakfast   $6.50 

 

Υ Friday Lodging   $45.89   Υ Sunday Lunch   $7.75 

 

Υ Saturday Breakfast  $6.50   Υ Program Fee   $40. 

Υ Saturday Lunch   $7.75            (With all partial registrations) 

 

Υ Saturday Dinner   $9.50   Υ Late Fee   $10. 

             (If mailed after September 22) 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Disciples Women  

2010 Quadrennial Assembly  
All Disciple Women and guests are invited to attend the 2010 Quadrennial, June 23-27, 2010,  

at the Koury Convention Center & Four Seasons Sheraton, Greensboro, NC. 

The theme is Awake, Awake! , based on Judges 5:12, which says, 

Awake, awake, Deborah! Awake, awake, utter a song! 

More information can be found at www.quadrennial.org 

 

Fundraising Ideas  

 

¶ Invite family/friends to gift you with cash for your 

birthday. 

¶ Hold a No-Bake Bake Sale, or a real Bake Sale, 

car wash/dog wash, or offer your green thumb 

for spring flower  planting, or rake leaves, shovel 

snow, cater a party, or .you get the idea. 

¶ Always pay for your purchases with paper 

money and collect your loose change in a jar at 

the end of each day. You will be surprised how 

much you have in just a few months. Consider 

asking friends/family to do the same on your  

behalf. 

¶ Pack your lunch instead of eating out a few days 

each week and set the money aside. 

¶ Don t be afraid to ask for monetary help.  A 

woman who cannot attend may be willing to help 

you attend, or a small Bible study or prayer 

group may want to help, or maybe your congre-

gation might take a special offering. 

¶ Got a great idea?  Email Gloria at  

       ghernandez@dhm,disciples.org and let her  

       know. 

      

 

 

   
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Why stay at the Four Seasons Sheraton        

Greensboro, site of QA?  

¶ Guest rooms and QA events are all under one roof 

¶ We will have the entire facility all to ourselves 

¶ Complimentary high speed internet access in each 

guest room 

¶ Free parking, including buses and motor homes 

¶ Hair dryers and coffee pots in all guest rooms 

¶ All major airlines fly into Piedmont Triad                    

International Airport, which is only 15 minutes away 
 

Some Things to do in and around Greensboro,  

If you dare miss a minute of QA! 

¶ Witherspoon Art Museum at the University if NC 

¶ The Spa at Grandover, sister resort to the Sheraton 

Four Seasons, with two 18 hole championship golf 

courses and a first class spa 

¶ Guilford Native American Art Gallery & Gift Shop 

¶ Furniture shopping in High Point, òThe Furniture 

Capital of the Worldó 

¶ The International Civil Rights Center & Museum/    

Sit-In Movement 

¶ Shop till you drop at Four Seasons Towne Centre, 

one of the largest shopping malls in the Southeast, 

and directly across the parking lot from the Four   

Seasons Hotel! 

¶ Visit the Moravian Village, founded in 1776 in Old 

Salem. 
 

Getting Ready to Attend QA requires some planning, 

so find a friend or two and get started now.   

First, figure out how much it will cost to attend. 

Consider the expenses. 

¶ Registration, including meals ($375 in 2006) 

¶ Four nights of housing ($135-275 per person, based 

on four or two per room) 

¶ Travel to and from Greensboroñbe sure to check 

out plane, train, charter buses, caravans, campers. 

Consider incorporating QA into a  family vacation   

or a ògirlfriendó road trip.  Check with others in your 

region or in a neighboring region to see about sharing 

the ride. 

¶ Incidentalsñwe all like to shop!  Divide your       

estimated costs by the number of months or weeks   

between now and QA and start saving. 


