Volume 40
Number 1

The West Side StOI'y po—

2009

Continuing Our Vision, .

oBecoming Church Beyond

(@)

As we continue to live into West S

theme for 2009 is oBecoming Chur
us to be more present in our community and neighborhood. Therefore,

c h
our

focus in the next year will be on serving our neighbors outside our doors.

The first step in beginning to achieve this initiative is our participatio
Angel Food Ministry (Action Plan 3). Information about Angel Food

n in
IS

provided below. | hope you will spend this next year thinking and praying
about ways you might reach outside our walls to serve Jesus Christ throug

serving others~ Rev. Nathan Brown

Angel Food Ministry

West Side Christian Church has been approved to become an affiliate site for Angel Food Ministry. If we
choose to move forward, we will partner with our host site, Craddock Baptist Church, along with a number of
other affiliate sites, in providing affordable food to our surrounding community. A number of details still need
to be worked out. However, in the mean time, we want YOU to learn more about this ministry.

For those who may not be aware, Angel Food Ministry provides a family of four, food for a week, at the cost of
$30.00. A single senior can be fed for a month for only $28.00. The food distributed is quality, brand name
product that could otherwise be purchased at a local grocery store. There are no qualifications necessary to
take advantage of these savings. Anyone and everyone can purchase a box of food from Angel Food! If we
choose to become an affiliate site, we would distribute orders once a month from West Side.

In order to see how this process works, we have been invited to help distribute at Craddock Baptist Church on
January 17th. The entire process takes from 5:00 am until 12:00 p.m. Please sign up on the bulletin board in
the hallway leading back to the Fellowship Center. Angel Food will be voted on at the January Board meeting.
You can learn more about Angel Food by visiting their website, www.angelfoodministries.com

STATEMENT OF CALLING

West Side Christian Church is a faithful and caring church family committed to making disciples of
Jesus Christ in our CHURCH, our COMMUNITY, and our WORLD.

CHURCH : Equip our church family through spiritual growth and leadership development.
COMMUNITY: Share the love of Christ through service.

WORLD: Witnesst hr ough support of Disciplesd mi

West Side Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
535 Cherokee Road

Portsmouth, Virginia 23701

Rev. Nathan Brown, Minister
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It 6s 0
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Christmas decorations have been taken down.

leftovers have been eaten. Our families have travifléd

back to their respective homes. Christmas day

come and gone and we must wait another year||t

experience the joy of the holiday.

This year, in the midst of reading cards, sing

carols, looking at lights, and wrapping gifts, did youlfi

yourself questioning
Christmas? | did.

It is hard to believe that we get warm, fuzgy|
sentimentality from a story about an unwed, peaggit
women who is forced to give birth to her child in|

bar n. Not
than ideal, but before

the way thatwe celebratg

only are the
he is even born, the world wa

him dead. Just after Mary gives birth, King Herod s¢
out men to kill the children of Israel in order that Jed

might not challenge his throne. How do we get glitf

and tinsel from a

story that includes pove

oppression, and violence?

Joy Carol Wal |l i s wri
world of sparkly Christmas cards or a world of wa
spiritual sentiment. Jesus enters a world of real pai
serious dysfunction, a world of brokenness and poli

oppression. Jesus was born an outcast, a homg
person, a refugee, and finally he becomes a victim tq

powers that be. 6 The
Jesus is born into the same terrible realities that exis

our world today.

In the nostalgia and romanticism of the way
celebrate Christmas, there is no question that we |
the seasonds meaning.
While the church continually proclaims that we m

put the Christ back into Christmas, we too aff
complicit in making this season about briefly escadpi

the realities of our lives. By making Christmas |nt
day during which we forget about the brokenness of 1
world, we lose the very reason for which Jesus

born in the first place.

The joy that we have received from Christmag
not about nostalgia and sentimentality. It is not ab
twinkling lights and hot cocoa. No, the joy that co
from Christmas is knowing that after the gifts 4
unwrapped, the decorations have been taken down,

leftovers have been eaten, our families have tra I

back home, and we are forced to go back to the reali

of this wo

rl dé. . Jesus i

Wal | i s, Joy Carol. APuttin
Adapted from a sermon delivered at Cedar Ridge Commu
Church, December 5, 2008.

Peace,
Rev. Nathan Brown

MARY'S WELLNESS CORNER

| T6S A NEW YEAR; A NEW E

5 are unwrapped. The
HEEFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY |, please be aware that yqu

‘need to make changes in YOUR life. These changes mupt be

completed sol may fulfillMY promises to you to grant yol
peace, joy and happiness.apologize for any inconvenienge,

but after all thatt am doing, this seems very little to ask of yqu.

Mg 10 GUIDELINES FROM GOD

(1. QUIT WORRYING: Life has dealt you a blow and jall
you do is sit and worry. Have you forgotten thaim here to

take all your burdens and carry them for you?

2. PUT IT ON THE LIST: Something needs to be doifle
or taken care of, put in orMY to-do-list, not your list. | am
af t e rGORB.Il tap take care of anything you put inkdY

Bagds di t i ons for Jesusd birdlth

3. TRUST ME: Once youdve gi vVMEmuity oL
jEying to take them back. Trust iME.Have the faith that will
take care of all your needs, your problems and your trials.
4. LEAVE IT ALONE: Dondt wake up |o
say, oWel |, Il &dm feeling mulc
it from here. 6 Why do you [
YougaveMEy our burdens and |Ilalsog|t a
rgngw youpsrengih aad coyer ypi MY peace.f-gagerthelty
with MEand forget about them. Just IMEdo my job.

5. TALK TO ME: Forget the worry and the fretting
because you know dirvcontrol. But there is one thingpray
ssou never forget. Pl BIEBRAOOETENIM o
theLOVE YOUWant to be your dearest friend. .
5.t HAVEC EAITH: © R1&Ue faith iSMERR tknov whdt @ 8| M1 Y
doing. | will continue to care for you, watch over you, afjd
meet your needs. You only have to truste.
7. SHARE: Share with those who are less fortunate than
¥you. Share your joy with those who need encouragemﬂnt

ho
e’

fShare your |l aughter with

b long Bnié.NsHafe yotirtdarg \Kht@those%6 havé fbrgo

{ how to cry. Share your faith with those who have none.

fias

—Em‘;

11 8. BE PATIENT: I managed to fix it so in just one lifetinje

gou could have so many diverse experiences. How can yqu be
SO impatient when it take$1E a little longer than you expeq
to handle something oMY tedolist? Trustin MY timing, for|MY

—F

timing is perfect.

9. BE KIND: Be kind to others, forl love them just as mudh
as| love you. Please try to get alongcreated each of yoll
different in some way. Know thal love each of youf

differences.

10. LOVE YOURSELF: You were created byMEfor one
deason onlyd to be loved, and to love in return.am aGOD of
L 4OVE. LOVE ME,. LOVE YOUR NEIGHBORS, AND L

5YOURSELYbuU are very precious tdE Dondt ewler
tgughj spmeongy with your joge, Rather fgn fogus uppngthe ¢
thorns of life, smell the roses and count your blessings.
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Unknown Author
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Ecclesiastes 3:1

Eu

May your New Year be fill elgd v

Mary W. Peris, Parish Nurse !




Numerous times Rev. Nathan has mentioned that we
It depends on our priorities in |i

can do and give more.
Lifeds priorities change
lives in order. Many ask, how can | give to others in n

when | have a mortgage and children in school/collg

How can | give more of my time to others when | ne
to spend more time with my family? How can | go
t hat Mi ssionary Trip wh
family vacation? Just how much can we do for ot
when there isnot enough

Why does everyone want my time and my money? A
these questions are familiar because we all have &

ourselves these same questions. But you know W
God and the Church still function and thrive beca
many of God&és children f
to give to Him. We can
sayspwe al | can (do 6smoher @
someone when theydr rig
On the back page of ev
WSCCds o0Statement of Ca
Christian Church. ¢ The

and now the Transition Team are to implement the

two objectives. The most effective way is to increase
80/20 concept (80% of the work is done by 20% of
people), to at least a 50/50 or even better. If every(
would simply increase his/her time just a little, then
Churchds required worklIld
these objectives can be successfully achieved. The
no limit what can be done when everyone unites
returns more of what God has given us (time

money).

pu

g

As Sharon Jenson so elo
newsletter, the Community Care Team has be
organized and is ready to assume its duties on Janu
Many have already agreed to serve in 2009. Sh

others will be asked to serve in areas where your gi

can be used.
Transi ti

Prayerfully, may we all respond to
on Teamds | eader

Larry Hackler

o——

HOMELESS WEEK

Since 1994, WSCC has volunteered
feed/shelter the homeless. This year
event will begin onSunday, March 8th
and will end onSaturday, March 14th .
Each night, a minimum of 13 volunteers
needed to be food servers and a minimu
4 volunteers are needed to be chaperon
On Sunday, February 8th, a Volunte
sigrup sheet will be available on the tabl
the hallway leading to the Fellowship Ce
for you to volunteer to help. Please plan
giving some of your valuable time for t

special service.

West Side Community Care Team

CMF News

Monthly Breakfast Meeting
Saturday, January 17th @ 8:00 AM
Guest Speakers:

SaIIy Cogelal?dr Vgrlght dBet[}/ Cglpeland o g
Sally Copeland Wright and her mother, Bétty Copel d
will speak about their involvement with Harve
International in Ocala, Florida, and child sponsorship|fat
the Garden of Joy School in Thomaisson, Haiti. Sallyjjand
Betty are area musicians and neighbors of Becky Barglay.
Both Rayensabstituted jathogr churchppd ocgagion |Pro
Becky. Sally is the Director of Old Dominion Univer
Commum%tm}usm Division and feaches piano and ear
tfafing & collR§eNveY. ShePi theCiofnfer choRt N €
director/organist for Craddock Presbyterian Church a
now serves as the pianist for the Corolla Chapel on|jthe
Outer Banks. Betty and Sally maintain a private pidho
studio in Portsmouth. Betty is the choir director/organ
gﬁr Communlty United Methodlst Church and has b
ereSfoP dVE? 25 )teér@e nd ney
Hey becattne ac aJnted Wli)(hu I—‘arveg %mssmn%rle in N
©00P dnddsthée tr?@h Ihdvdlspoken at area churches [ind
.vgrious organizations on behalf of the children. e
Garden of Joy School is a Christian School that ministefs to
and feeds over 300 children in a remote mountaingus
areagniHaitd ay 6s bul |l et i n, sllh o w:
n Blease RS¥Mnd latedtifan Wédnesday) Januafy o4t t k
ti ves o_f t he Vi S i ng

REGIONAL CAPITAL CAMPAIGN:
“Together in Ministry,

b Forwdrd indFaithand m:

Thé @hristiurt Ghiircd (Disciplés of ICIkrist)t
in Virginia has begun the initial phases of
itbs capi t al Thic eamgaigr ig n
multi -faceted and mission oriented. Some
of the highlights include paying off the
regional office space in Lynchburg and
raising funds for both local and global
'misdidh @ditnerk. N erpe st8efinf coMritteet
is planning to launch the next step, the
congregational phase, with a series of
cluster meetings. Representatives from
every congregation are encouraged to
attend one of the meetings.

The District VIII meeting will be
Saturday, January }¥@ 9:30 AM,
First Christian Church, Hampton.

Regional Minister, Lee Parker, and
steering committee member,

Rick Harrison, will make the presentation

Persons expected to be in attendance
include, but are not limited to the Board
Chair, Chair of the Elders, Stewardship

Chair, and Outreach Chair.

Enthusiasm is building for this campaign
and the region needs congregational

support
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HAPPY NEW YEARI!

The CWF will sponsor a Soup & Salad Lunch on Sunday, January 18th immediately following

the worship service.

Our January General Meeting was cancelled. Our next General Meeting will be in March.
PLEASE, if you have not turned in a recipe for our church cookbook fi DO SO THIS MONTH.

We want to have every family represented.

Talents for Missions in December was a great success. $100.00 will be sent to the Church
Finance Council in addition to our regular offering of $200.00

JANUARY CIRCLE MEETINGS

SHIPHRAH: No meeting date as of this printing.

REBEKAH & LYDIA:Wednesday, January 7th @ 10:00 AM i West Side
SARAH: Thursday, January 8th @ 7:30 PM i West Side

Shiphrah is our newest group and is compromised of single and married young women. If
you are interested in joining in this circle, please contact Kelly Terry at 532 -5554.

/ CRAFTING WORKSHOP \
Beginning on the third Saturday in January,

anyone interested in working on crafts, learning

to knit, crochet, work on scrap booking, making
banners for the church or anything else,

plan to attend the CMF breakfasts at 8:00 AM

and join us afterwards in the Fellowship
classroom for an hour or so of fun. Or, if you

prefer, just meet us there at 9:00 AM. If you

have any questions or interests, see
Jennifer Larson or contact her at 64®15.

Disciple Bible Study

Bible Study | or Il program, please come to a brief
meeting following worship on Sunday, January
11th in the Fellowship Center. There is interest
in starting new Disciple Bible Studies in 2009.
Therefore, we need to plan and organize which
Bible Studies will take place and when. See. Rev.

Brown with any questions.

Lectionary Readings IN NEED OF PRAYER
January 2009 Joy White Keller Family
Masil Jones Dudley DeStefano
DATE READINGS Debbie Keith Eloise Lowman
_ Jeannie Ross Brian Balasco
January 4th: Jeremiah 3:74 Cecil Dillon Davenport Family
Psalm 147:120 Lois & Don Nelson Alyssa Hale
Ephesians 1:34
John 1 (1-9), 10-18 Mary Wyatt Jorda_m Lahy
Dottie Redmon Marcia Stewart
January 11th: Genesis 151 Terry Tucker Melissa & Ed Davidson]
Psalm 29 Robin Thomas Patrick Petty
Acts 19:17 John Milam Janice Deweese
Mark 1:411 Doug Tatum Carl Loving
Lorraine Shea Marleen Whitehurst
January 18th: Pls ;?nmlu,o%%m’l élllézo) Betty McCrickard ~ Sandy Phillips
1 Corinthians’6:1220 EIEEE LensE
John 1:4351 SHUT - INS
January 25th: Jonah 3:5, 10 Ruth Blackman Sylvia Dickens
Psalm 62:512 Rev. Glenn Weaver Sandy Cotton
1 Corinthians 7:281 .
Mark 1:1420 Dennis Davenport Roland Thornton
Al Hemby Esther Daniel







