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STATEMENT OF CALLING  

West Side Christian Church is a faithful and caring church family committed to making disciples of              
Jesus Christ in our CHURCH, our COMMUNITY, and our WORLD.  

CHURCH : Equip our church family through spiritual growth and leadership development.  

COMMUNITY: Share the love of Christ through service.  

WORLD: Witness through support of Disciplesõ missions 

 

 

 

Our fall Stewardship emphasis begins Sunday, November 2nd.  Each 
Sunday from November 2nd ï November 23rd, a representative from each of 
the teams working on the action plans of our Vision will provide a stewardship 
thought for morning worship.  These teams include the Mission Team, The 
Programs Team, The Invitation Team, and the Transition Team.  Throughout 
the month of November, the Vision of our Congregation will be told by a        
variety of individuals through whom God is working to bring our Vision into    

reality. 

You are invited to bring friends to these services in order that our vision 
is shared not only with fellow West Siders, but also with the surrounding     
community and world.  This is a great way to introduce folks to the ñbest kept 

secret in Portsmouth.ò 

In the next week, you will be receiving a letter from Rev. Nathan, along 
with a pledge card, that will ask you to commit to the ministry and Vision of 
West Side Christian Church in 2009. At the Congregational Meeting on      
Sunday, October 26th, West Side was challenged by an increased budget that 
includes funds allocated for new ministerial staff and new mission in our    
community.  By approving this budget, West Side not only hopes to achieve 
its ministry goals in the next year, but commits to making these ministries 

come to fruition. 

As the result of an increased budget for 2009, the letter and pledge 
card you receive will ask for you to consider increasing your giving. On       
November 23rd, we will celebrate our annual stewardship Sunday. During   
worship on this day, we will collect the pledge cards and dedicate them to the 

ministry of West Side Christian Church in the coming year. 

May we continue to share our lives, share our gifts, and share our     
Vision as the people of West Side Christian Church! 



 

 

 

 As most of you know by now, Marion is     

pregnantééwith twins! Yes, for those who are    

hearing this news for the first time, I did write òtwins.ó  

No matter how many times I say or write these 

words, they are still hard to believe. Life is truly a 

miracle. 

 Upon hearing these words for the first time, I 

remember thinking to myself, òIõm going to be a dad.  

Holy Cow!  Iõm going to be a dad!ó This led, of course, 

to my first natural response. I better figure out how to 

be a dad.  So, Marion and I made a stop at the local 

Barnes and Noble to buy every book we could find on 

preparing for parenthood. 

 As I began reading books on the òexpectant 

father,ó I found one universal theme.  Every expectant 

father feels what is encapsulated in my first thoughts, 

òHoly Cow!  Iõm going to be a dad.ó Those feelings are 

both excitement and fear. I feel excitement about 

bringing new life into the world.  At the same time I 

am fearful of whether or not I will be a good father. 

 Bringing new life into the world is no small 

feat.  Everyone that has had children says, òIt changes 

everything.ó  Expectant parents are aware of this fact, 

which is the reason for which we do everything we 

can to prepare for our child(ren).  Marion and I go to 

doctorõs appointments, read, take better care of     

ourselves, save money, prayééand then we pray 

some more.  Because we know that life is truly a gift, 

we are doing everything we can to be good stewards 

of this gift before our babies are even born. 

 Excitement and fear are at the very heart of 

bringing new life into the world. Whether it is         

children, a new ministry, a new vocation, or a new   

relationshipñnew life causes both elation and anxiety.  

The temptation is to allow one of these feelings to 

dominate the way we prepare for this new life.  If fear 

dominates, we worry, stress, and hold back. If         

excitement dominates, we donõt think, donõt plan, and 

can lose our sense of direction. Therefore, it is        

essential to find balance as one prepares for the 

changes that new life will bring. 

 In 2009, West Side Christian Churchõs        

Vision calls for the hiring of additional ministerial staff 

to develop new ministry, a re-connection to our 

neighborhood through local mission, the exploration 

of alternative forms of worship, assessing our facilities 

for future ministry needs, and experimentation with a 

new organizational structure. This causes both        

excitement and fearñsuch is the nature of bringing 

new life into the world. 

 We are called to be good stewards of this new 

life our Vision is bringing forth.  We must strike a    

balance in the midst of our elation and anxiety, so that 

we might faithfully prepare for the changes ahead.  

What will you do to prepare?  Will you become      

involved in the Vision, serving on a new ministry team?  

Will you increase your financial giving in order to bring 

new staff to help us develop this ministry?  Will you 

pray for the ministry of our church and for the Vision 

God has given to our congregation? 

 Bringing new life into the world is no small 

feat.  It changes everything.  Thanks be to God for 

that! 

                               Peace, 

   Rev. Nathan Brown 

  

A Pastoral Letter To The 
Church During This Period Of  

Economic Uncertainty  
 
Dear Disciples,  

 
     As you are fully aware, global economic 
conditions are as unstable as we have seen 
for many years. The credit crisis, fueled by 
sub-prime lending, deregulation and        
corporate greed, has led to bank failures 
and mergers, declines in real estate values, 
higher unemployment, emergency loans 
and a multi-billion dollar bailout.       

     Many of you may be wondering about 
the state of our Disciples financial ministries 
at this time.  Recently I had the privilege of 
sitting with the presidents of our Disciples 
financial ministries to hear their assessment 
of the situation as it affects Disciples. I am 
grateful for the wisdom and calm of these 
leaders and wanted to share with you their 
insights. Read their comments on the 
strategies utilized by our financial ministries      
during times such as these.       

 

     What impressed me in addition to their 
good stewardship of church resources was 
their care and concern for those neighbors 
both near and far who will suffer as a result 
of the current financial crises. I am grateful 
for these leaders among us! 
 

     In times like these, people on the        
economic margins suffer the worst. The 
pain is real and, in this global economy, it 
stretches from our doorsteps to the ends of 
the earth. As church, we need to be in 
prayer for those who are most adversely 
affected by these conditions. We need to 
find ways to reach out to our neighbors.  
We need to give voice through public policy 
for those whose voices are all too often left 
out of the international conversation. 
 

     This is the time to refocus on our calling 
to be stewards of the financial and spiritual 
gifts God has given to us. It is time to model 
faithful dependence upon the God of      
abundance. In the midst of volatility and           
uncertainty, let us live a message of       
generosity born of our faith and hope. Let 
us remember our calling to love our 
neighbor as ourselves. Even in the midst of 
financial fragmentation, let us be the     
movement for wholeness! 
 
Blessings, 

 
 
 

 

 

Sharon E. Watkins  
General Minister and President  
  

http://www.disciples.org/OfficeoftheGeneralMinisterandPresident/NewsandUpdates/APastoralLetterToTheChurch/AssessmentoftheEconomicSituation/tabid/400/Default.aspx
http://www.disciples.org/OfficeoftheGeneralMinisterandPresident/NewsandUpdates/APastoralLetterToTheChurch/AssessmentoftheEconomicSituation/tabid/400/Default.aspx
http://www.disciples.org/OfficeoftheGeneralMinisterandPresident/NewsandUpdates/APastoralLetterToTheChurch/AssessmentoftheEconomicSituation/tabid/400/Default.aspx


 

Mary W. Peris, Parish Nurse 

 

 

 
 

Nov. 2nd -8th:  Diabetes Awareness Week  

Diabetes affects over 16 million Americans.  Diabetes is a 

chronic disease, in which the body does not produce 

enough Insulin, or does not use it effectively, to control the 

amount of glucose (sugar) in the blood.  There are four    

common symptoms of diabetes:  increased thirst,  increased 

hunger, frequent urination, and fatigue. Other symptoms 

may be, sudden weight loss, dry itchy skin, frequent         

infections, and slow healing cuts or sores.  If you experience 

any of these symptoms or have a family history of diabetes, 

or are overweight, or have high blood pressure, do consult 

your doctor.  If you are diagnosed with diabetes, you and 

your doctor can make a plan to control diabetes: through 

blood sugar monitoring, weight control, a sensible diet, and 

regular exercise. 

 

Nov. 9th -15th:  Lung Cancer Awareness Week  

Lung cancer is one of the most common cancers in the 

world.  It is a leading cause of cancer death in men and 

women in the United States. Cigarette smoking causes most 

lung cancers. The more cigarettes you smoke per day and 

the earlier you started smoking, the greater your risk of 

lung cancer.  High levels of pollution, radiation and asbestos 

exposure may also increase the risk. Common symptoms of 

lung cancer include:  òa cough that doesnõt go away and gets 

worse over time, constant chest pain, coughing up blood, 

shortness of breath, wheezing or hoarseness, repeated 

problems with pneumonia or bronchitis, swelling of the 

neck and face, loss of appetite or weight loss or fatigue. 

There are many types of lung cancer. Each type of lung     

cancer grows and spreads in different ways and is treated 

differently. Treatment depends on the stage or how       

advanced it is.ó  (National Cancer Institute) 

 

Nov. 20th: THE GREAT AMERICAN SMOKE OUT ! 

Research shows that smokers are most successful in kicking 

the habit when they have some means of support, and    

encouragement of friends and family.  

BE AN ENCOURAGER!  

òNo testing has overtaken you that is not common to     

everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested 

beyond your strength, but with testing he will also provide 

the way out so that you may be able to endure it.ó  

1 Corinthians 10:13 

Nov. 27th:  THANKSGIVING DAY  

òA Hebrew Blessingó 

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, Eternal King, who 

feeds the whole world with Your goodness,  

With grace, with loving kindness, and with tender mercy.                                                                             

You give food to all flesh,  

For your loving kindness endures forever.  

Through Your great goodness, food has never failed us.  

O may it not fail us forever, for Your nameõs sake, 

Since You nourish and sustain all living things,  

And do good to all,  

And provide food for all Your creatures  

Whom You have created.   

Blessed are You, O Lord, who gives food to all.  

 

 
 

 

 

Monthly Breakfast Meeting 
Saturday, November 15th 

8:00 AM 

Guest Speaker   

Prof. Justin Friberg (Ret.)  

     Our guest speaker for the November CMF 

breakfast meeting is Dr. Justin Friberg, retired for 

several years from Old Dominion University. This is 

Justinõs third appearance as our guest speaker. He 

must be doing something right to get re-invited. 

Afghanistan ð A Brief Presentation  

What is the nature of Afghanistan? Why is 

tribal conflict and terrorism so much a part of 

this country since before Alexander the 

Great?  Why is violence a way of life in this 

rugged, isolated and poor land.  

     Justinõs personal observations occurred over 50 

years ago as a high school senior. At that time he 

traveled through the Bolan and Khyser Passes into 

Afghanistan.  This was 25 years before the Soviet     

Unionõs invasion of this desolate country.  During the 

following years, Afghanistan was dominated by the 

Taliban.  Since then weõve seen the advent of al Qaida 

promoting international terrorism. Maps & handouts 

will be available as well as time for Q & A. 

     Come and learn more about the country where 

the USA is currently transferring our troops.  Also, 

have another delicious breakfast prepared by Dick 

and his most able-bodied assistants and enjoy some 

real Christian fellowship. 

      PLEASE RSVP BY NOVEMBER 12TH  

November 16th & 23rd  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     For two centuries, Disciples colleges and             
universities have trained Disciples leaders to think 
clearly and rationally and to minister to the world 
around them. While those first instructors and       
students might not recognize modern campuses, 
those classic values live on in the 21st Century. 

     Disciples undergraduate institutions serve nearly 
27,000 students in a wide variety of settings - from 
a rural college town with several hundred students 
to a metropolitan setting with almost 9,000           
students. Despite those differences, these schools 
all share a commitment to the church, emphasize 
spiritual faith and values, and cherish a              
commitment to a liberal-arts education. 

Your gift to the Thanksgiving Special Offering        
supports the training of our churchôs emerging      

leaders - an investment in our churchôs future. 



                Christian Womenõs  

Fellowship  
       
       

CIRCLE REPORTS FOR OCTOBER 

 
SARAH:  No report submitted.  Next scheduled meeting is Thursday, November 6th at 7:30 PM.  

 

REBEKAH & LYDIA:  The ladies of the Rebekah and Lydia Circles met in October with 10      

members and 3 visitors present.  An offering of $68.00 was collected and the  following reports 

were given.  CWF Service Projects - 2, First Sunday Luncheon - 4, Transportation - 9,               

Miscellaneous - 1, Teaching - 2, Daily Devotions - 8, Disciples Read - 2, Regional Papers - 3,  

Books - 13, Greeters - 2, Visits - 27, Phone Calls - 50, Outreach - 1, Crafts/Cooking - 3.  Their       

next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 5th at 10:00 AM with Joyce Thornton 

hosting.  

 

SHIPHRAH:  The ladies of the new circle group Shiphrah would like to invite you to there 

monthly meeting on Wednesday, November 5th at 7:00 PM in the Fellowship Center. If you 

are not currently involved in a CWF circle and you were unable to attend their first meeting 

last month, there is still plenty of room for more.  If you have any questions please contact 

Beth Branc h or Kelly Terry. 

 

The CWF would like you to remember our shut -ins and their caregivers by visiting 

them and/or sending them words of thoughts and encouragement.  If you do not 

have current addresses for these people, please contact the church office and Trish 

will be happy to give you that information.  

 

                          Rev. Glenn Weaver                       Dennis Davenport  

                          Ruth Blackman                              Roland Thornton  

                          Sylvia Dickens                               Al Hemby  

                          Sandy Cotton                                Esther Daniel  

 Lectionary Readings for November 2008  

 

          DATE       READINGS 

       October 5th:           Joshua 3:7-17                            

                                       Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37 

                                       1 Thessalonians 2:9-13                        

                                       Matthew 23:1-12 

                                         
 

       October 12th:         Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 

                                       Psalm 78:1-7 

                                       1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

                                       Matthew 25:1-13 
 

       October 19th:         Judges 4:1-7 

                                       Psalm 123 

                                      1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

                                       Matthew 25:14-30                                                                                   
     
      October 26th:          Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

                            Psalm 100 

                                       Ephesians 1:15-23 

                                       Matthew 25:31-46 

 

      October 30th:          Isaiah 64:1-9 

                                       Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

                                      1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

                                      Mark 13:24-37 

                                          

IN NEED OF PRAYER       
 

 

Riffle Family 

Heather Wilson 

Mary Wyatt 

Clara Powers 

Betty Lou Fox 

Ruby Fulcher 

Dottie Redmon 

Robin Thomas 

John Milam 

Doug Tatum 

Lorraine Shea 

Betty McCrickard 

Brenda Lohse 

Sandy Phillips 

Joseph Irwin 

Ellen Nelson 

 

 

Bracy Family 

Kothmann Family 

Masil Jones 

Nora Davenport 

Linda Booth 

Jordan Lahy 

Melissa & Ed Davidson 

Terry Tucker 

Patrick Petty 

Janice Deweese 

Carl Loving 

Marleen Whitehurst 

Cavanaugh Family 

Matthew Davis 

Sarah Crawford 

SHUT - INS 

Ruth Blackman 

Rev. Glenn Weaver 

Dennis Davenport 

Al Hemby 

Sylvia Dickens 

Sandy Cotton 

Roland Thornton 

Esther Daniel 



Mission Trip  

November 9 - 15, 

Stewardship  

Quote 

 

 

 

 

 

Anything that is of 

value in life only 

multiplies when  

it is given. 
Depak Chopra 

     The dictionary defines stewardship as òthe managing of anotherõs 
property or financial affairs; persons who administer anything as an 

agent of another.ó Most of the time when we hear the word          

stewardship, we think about  money.  Look at the second half of the 

definition.  If we are administering everything as agents of God, the 

word takes on added meaning.  

     The most obvious stewards are the minister, the board chairperson, 

the committee chairpersons, the elders and the diaconate.  There 

are the Sunday school teachers and the directors of the preschool, 

the visioning team, and the transition team.  Oh yesé.and the       

stewards who lift us up with their voices ñthe choir.  

     There are the stewards who go monthly to Oasis, those who        

donate their time and energy to sheltering the homeless for a week, 

year after year.  How could I not mention those who work timelessly 

to keep the grounds of  West Side looking wonderful.  Oh my, I forgot 

to mention those on the prayer team.  We all know the importance of 

prayer.  

     Let me see ñthere is the steward who places flowers on the        

credenza in the hallway and the steward who uses a biblical recipe 

to bake our communion bread.  Where would we be without our first 

Sunday lunches?  Bless those stewards who feed us.  What about 

those stewards who bought and planted flowers to beautify our 

grounds? Oh, and the steward who made the new communion      

table cover.  I know there are more stewards out there, both visible 

and invisible, that I havenõt mentioned.  Are you one of them? 

Karen Hartzog,  

Co -Chair Stewardship  

                                     S t e w a r d s h i p  t h o u g h t s  

It wonõt be long before our Mission Team leaves for Iowa and they are in need of your daily prayers and support.    

Below you will find a list of requested items needed for the trip.  If you can provide any of the items, please bring them 

to the church fellowship center by Friday, November 7th.  There is a poster in the gathering area with these items 

listed.  Please remove from the poster any item(s) you will provide so that duplicate items are not given.  Space is     

limited. 

 

5  - cases of bottled water               2 - 5lb. Bags potatoes                           Honey nut cheerios cereal  

4 -  cases of regular coke                 1 - large. bag onions                               artificial sweetener  

5  lbs. sugar                                       3 - large pkgs. Muffins       mustard  

2 - frozen lasagnas                            3 - pkg. sausage gravy mix                    ketchup  

1 - frozen veggie lasagna                  50 ct. box single serve chips                 mayonnaise  

2 - large pkgs. paper towels              2 - boxes tea bags 

 
 

 

 

            

                 Bill Loftis         William Brown   Rosemary Lahy   

          Jennifer Larson       Karen Hartzog   Steve Gray    

          Tom Larson       Stephen Milam           Kristen Brown  



SERVING   

AT  

 OASIS   
Thursday,  

November 20th  

10:00 a.m.  

 

     

¶ Administrative Cabinet:  

      Tuesday, Nov. 4th @ 7:00 pm 

¶ Official Board:  

      Tuesday, Nov. 11th @ 7:00 PM 

¶ Pastoral Relations:  

      Tuesday, Nov. 18th @ 6:00 PM 

¶ Elders:  

      Tuesday, Nov 18th @ 7:30 PM 
 

 

 

 

Newsletter  

Deadline  

November  14th  

Due to holiday 
events  

late submissions  

Reminders 
COMMUNION PREP NOVEMBER 

 

   Pam & Kristen Brown 
  Allison Nutting 

 

 

DIACONATE SERVING    

 

           Nov 2nd:    Michael Stidham, Shannon Stidham    
              Rick Lahy, Cecil Dillon               

          Nov. 9th:    Cindy Wallace, Dave Lowman 
              Curtis Nelson, Melinda Powers   

         Nov. 16th:   Cindy Wallace, Dave Lowman 
              Curtis Nelson, Melinda Powers   

         Nov 23rd:    Bill Loftis, Diane Loftis 
              Kelly Terry, Stephen Milam   

          Nov. 30th:   Bill Loftis, Diane Loftis 
              Kelly Terry, Stephen Milam 

 
 

 

  

Advent Season 

 

 

Decorating the Church  
Saturday, November 29th  

9:30 am  

(lunch provided)  
 

Live Nativity  
Sunday, December 21st  

6:30 pm & 7:30 pm  

(please sign up)  
 

Christmas Eve Services  
Wednesday, December 24th  

5:30 pm & 7:30 pm  

 

 

Thanksgiving Dinner 
Join us as we celebrate  

Thanksgiving 2008  

with a delicious dinner  

and wonderful  

Christian fellowship  

      Wednesday November 19th 

   6:30 PM 

November 19th 

 

 

 

 

Donõt forget to set 

back 

your clocks  

1 hour  

On Saturday  

November 1st!  

In Honor of Veteranõs Day 

West Side Christian Church  

and School  

will be closed on  

Tuesday, November 11th  

 

 
 

CAMPOUT  

Saturday, November 21st 

7:00 PM 

Home of Amy Branch 

10804 Smithõs Neck Road 

Carrollton 

675-6826 

Grades 6th - 12th 

For more information 

call Kelly Terry @ 532-5554 


