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  Disciples of Christ 

Peace,  

 

    

 

 

     The season of Lent is a time for introspection, self-reflection and discernment.  As the church, we spend these forty 

days evaluating our lives and listening for God.  What better way to be intentional about the disciplines of Lent than to 

participate in spiritual gifts assessment. 

     The next step in our visioning plans is to complete our spiritual gifts assessment phase.  Many of you have already 

been engaged in assessment through your Sunday school classes, Disciple Bible Study, and personal prayer.  As a way of 

bringing this part of our visioning plans to a close, your elders have given you a spiritual gifts inventory to complete at 

your convenience.  The inventory is one more tool to help you discern where God might be calling you at this point in 

your life. 

     Even more important than taking the inventory is bringing your completed and scored inventory to one of the elder 

workshops that will be held during the month of March.  There are four workshops being offered for individuals to 

process and interpret their completed/scored inventories.  These workshops are designed for West Siders to work 

with the elders and myself in discovering both old and new spiritual gifts. 
 

The workshops are being offered as followed: 

March 15th at 8:00 am (CMF Breakfast; all are invited) 

March 26th at 11:00 am (lunch will be provided) 

March 27th at 7:00 pm (dinner will be provided) 

March 30th at 12:30 pm (following worship; lunch will be provided) 
 

     All workshops are the same and will take approximately two hours.  The workshops will be held in the fellowship 

center and a meal will be provided.  A sign-up board is located in the gathering space, outside of the sanctuary.  Please 

sign up for the workshop you plan to attend so that the elders might plan accordingly.  If you have not yet received an 

inventory, please contact your elder as soon as possible.  Additionally, if you should have any questions about          

completing or scoring your inventory, contact your elder or Rev. Brown. 

     In thinking about taking these inventories there will be two statements individuals will be tempted to say: “I already 

know my gifts.” and “I do not have any gifts.”  To both of these statements I would say that this process is designed for 

us to learn something new about ourselves.  Isn’t discovering something new the whole point of the introspection,     

self-reflection, and discernment we practice during the season of Lent? 

                
                                                 

                                                                                                        Rev. Nathan Brown                            
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STATEMENT OF CALLING 

West Side Christian Church is a faithful and caring church family committed to 
making disciples of Jesus Christ in our CHURCH, our COMMUNITY, and our 

WORLD. 

CHURCH: Equip our church family through spiritual growth and                               
leadership development. 

COMMUNITY: Share the love of Christ through service. 

WORLD: Witness through support of Disciples’ missions 
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March 2:  Video games are not all bad...the video 

game, Dance, Dance Revolution allows you to burn up 

to 270 calories in a half-hour session—equivalent to a fast 

walk or jog.  Getting to the highest level could allow you 

to burn 400 calories in 45 minutes as you match your foot-

work to the on-screen prompt.  (Prevention, March 2008, 

pg. 106). 

March 9: Have you switched to using those funny-looking, 

corkscrew shaped fluorescent bulbs yet?  They use up to 

75% less energy than traditional bulbs, and appear to last 

longer as well.  What you may not know is that the bulbs 

contain an average of 5 milligrams of mercury (about the 

side of a ballpoint  pen tip).  Mercury is a hazardous       

substance, so use caution when discarding used or broken 

bulbs.  Check with your closest municipal landfill regarding 

disposal, or the EPA at  

www.energystar.gov/ia/partners/prmomtions/changelight/ 

downloads/FactsheetMercury.pdf.    

 To date, the only recycling site is the retailer, IKEA. 

March 16:  March is National Nutrition Month.  Are 

you hosting the Easter dinner this year?  Check out the 

lower calorie versions of traditional foods at  

http://www.webmd,com/food-receipes/guide/health-

cooking-easter-passover-recipes 

(even green bean casserole!).  Consider including some of 

these Healing Foods of the Bible to your menu:       

apples, wheat, low fat cheese, grapes, cucumbers, nuts, 

olives, fish, garlic, onions, honey.  Proper nutrition is 

critical to good health. 

March 23:  We have received the gift of grace 

through Christ, who came that we might have 

abundant life, and it is only through this gift that 

we can begin to experience true health and whole-

ness –in body, mind, and spirit.  In your prayer 

time, ask for God’s guidance and wisdom in ad-

dressing the things that stand in your way of 

achieving balance, health and wholeness.  Easter 

blessings! 

CHRIST HAS RISEN! HE HAS RISEN INDEED! 

March 30:  Still tempted by Easter candy...those jelly 

beans in the bottom of the basket…?  One small jelly bean 

contains 4 calories—100% carbohydrate (just over 2 

grams).  You will need to walk for one minute to burn off 

the calories consumed in one bean.  At that rate, you may 

want to eat them “on the run”! 

“Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of 

the river.  Their leaves will not wither, nor will 

their fruit fail.  Every month they will bear, because 

the water from the sanctuary flows to them.  Their 

fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing. 

Ezekiel 47:12 NIV 

 

 Mary W. Peris, Parish Nurse 

March will be a very busy 
month for everyone at 
West Side. For our       
service project this month 
we will be asking all 
women to help out with the 
homeless in anyway they 

are able.  This is truly an all church endeavor 
and we thank you for helping.  Praise God for 
the many people and the many hours that it 
takes to carry  this out successfully. 
 

     On Thursday, March 13th at 7:30 PM, the 
Sarah and Rebekah Groups will meet together 
in the Fellowship Center.  Our guest will be 
Rachel Widener.  She recently returned from a 
trip to Eqypt and will share her experiences 
and photos with us.  If you are not currently in 
a CWF group, this would be a great night to 
come.  Hope to see you there.   
 

     Our March General Meeting will be held on     
Saturday, March 15th at 10:00 AM. Sarah 
Group will be hostessing and brunch will be 
served. Our program will be led by Beth 
Branch. She currently works at the Keim     
Center located on Portsmouth Blvd. The center 
offers counseling to young  expectant mothers 
and their families.  Join us on the 15th. 
 

CWF Reports: 
 

LYDIA CIRCLE:   

 

The Lydia Circle met on February 7th with 4 

members present. They collected an  offering 

of $15.00 and used their talents with 1      

teaching. Lydia also provided outreach by 

contacting 28 through cards, calls and visits.  

They read 1 Daily Devotional, 3 Regional    

Papers, 1 Disciple Paper and 2 books. 3 

members participated as Greeters and 2     

provided transportation. Their next scheduled 

meeting will be on Thursday, March 6th at 

10:00 AM. 

 

 

REBEKAH CIRCLE: 

 

The Rebekah Circle met on February 7th with 

6 members present and 2 members leading 

and 1 teaching. They collected an offering of 

$30.00 and used their talents through the    

following:   

Daily Devotionals read - 5 

Books read -  4 

Regional Papers read - 3 

Provided transportation -  4 

Crafts/cooking -  1 

Calls - 17 

Their next meeting will be held on Thursday, 

March 6th at 7:30 PM with Elnora Phillips.    
 

 

SARAH CIRCLE: 

 

No Report Submitted.   
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  By the time you are reading this, you have already 
reveived two booklets on Spiritual Gifts Inventory from 

your Elder.  So far, all Elders have completed their     
Inventory and have found it to be exciting.  It identified 

gifts/talents we were not aware we had.  It will do the 
same for you.  We all will be able to use these hidden 

gifts/talents for the glory of God and Jesus Christ. 

     As a part of the Visioning Team’s Action Plan Part I, 

every member is requested to take the Spiritual Gifts 
Inventory and then meet with your Elder to evaluate the 

results.  Now would be a good time to do this. 

 

     At 8:00 AM on Saturday, March 15th, you are invited 

to attend our monthly CMF breakfast, free of charge.  
Rev. Brown and the Elders will evaluate the results of 
your Spiritual Gifts Inventory.  This process may take up 

to two hours. 

     Please plan to attend and be aware of the             
importance of letting us know so that we can properly 

plan, purchase and prepare enough food.  An insert and 
reservation sheet will be in the bulletin on March 9th.          

PLEASE, PLEASE, notify me or the church office no 
later than Wednesday, March 12th if you are planning to    
attend and have not already completed a reservation 

form. 

Larry Hackler 488-5997 

 

 

 

     Our Church will feed/house the homeless  

Sunday night, March 2nd 

thru  

Sunday morning, March 9th 

 

     Since 1994, WSCC has supported Portsmouth’s 

effort in housing/feeding the homeless during the 

winter months.  Our Fellowship Center provides a 

warm place for them to sleep.  Each night, Chef 

Cornwell and his supporters prepare a hot delicious 

meal for approximately 70+ homeless men, women 

and sometimes children. Thirteen volunteers (9 

Servers and 4 Chaperones) are needed each night.  

Due to the Bus’s seating capacity, there will be two 

servings (8:00 and 8:45). Servers will place a portion 

of food on plates; carry plates to tables; ensure that 

tables are cleaned after all have eaten; wash/dry all 

pot/pans; and ensure that guests stack tables/chairs 

preparing the area for sleeping. 

 

     Further, four adult chaperones are needed 

to spend each night, working in two four-hour shifts.  

Since the homeless includes men and women and 

sometimes children, two men and two women are 

needed as chaperones.  Two will sleep while two are 

available to monitor the homeless.  At the end of the 

first four-hour shift, they will change places.  The 

next morning all chaperones are needed to get    

everyone up by 5:30 a.m., so guests will have time to 

clean restrooms and the sleeping area.  Guests will 

board the Bus by 6:30 a.m.  Also chaperones will   

ensure that all tables/chairs are replaced and the area 

is prepared for the next feeding/sleepover.   

 

     For security reasons, there must be at 

least two adult chaperones on duty each 

night.  So far, chaperones are the most difficult to 

find.  Overnight monitoring of the homeless is     

critical to the program.  If we aren’t able to provide 

this service, then assistance from other organizations 

will be required.  We are not permitted to feed/

house the homeless without chaperones.  It is as 

simple as that.  We need volunteers.  

 

     A separate volunteer sign-up sheet for each day 

has been placed on tables in the hallway leading to 

the Fellowship Center.  If you can volunteer to serve 

and work this week into your schedule, please place 

your name and telephone number on one or more 

of these sign-up sheets.   

Thank you, Outreach Committee 

A Moment with Your Board Chair 

     Members of WSCC Official Board include: 
Chair, Chair-Elect, Secretary, Historian, Church 
Clerk, Financial Secretary,  Treasurer, Chairs of               
Committees, SS Superintendant, Trustees,       
Elders, Diaconate, and Presidents of CWF and 
CMF.  If you hold one of these offices, then you 

are a member of the Official Board. 

     WSCC Constitution requires that 35% of 
Board members constitute a Quorum.  Some     
current Board members hold two or three of the 
62 Official Board.  Considering this, the Trustees 
determined that 17 members constitute a       
Quorum for 2008 Board meetings.  Business      
concerning the Church may be discussed, but to 
vote on any recommendation(s), a Quorum of 17 
members must be present.  In January there 
were 22 and in February only 20 present at these 

Board meetings. 

     Please be reminded that part of the             
responsibilities as members of the Official Board 
is to attend meetings relating to your particular 
position, including Board meetings.  Also, plan to 
attend as many Board meetings as possible.  
Your input is vital, needed and wanted so WSCC 
can proceed in meeting its obligations and         

commitments to Jesus Christ. 

     Board meetings are always scheduled on the 
Second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM. 



Elder’s Journal 
 

     This month the featured Elder is Bob Nutting.  Bob is a native of Wellesley, MA and was 
reared as a Congregationalist.  He is an MIT graduate and is wrapping up a 29 year career 

with the U.S. Coast Guard.   

     Bob is married to Donna, who is the Co-Director for West Side Christian Preschool &    

Kindergarten.  They have two beautiful daughters, Allison and Emily. 

     When asked about what being an Elder means to Bob, he shared that at first he resisted ac-
cepting because he felt it was a daunting responsibility.  However, he has come to realize that 
accepting this role is essential to furthering his spiritual growth and maturity.  Even the      
analytical thinker, Bob’s top 3 spiritual gifts revealed in his spiritual assessment were:  
“Visionary Leadership”, “Nurturing Leadership”, and “Wisdom”.  Bob, along with the rest of 
the Elders will be conducting spiritual assessment workshops in the latter half of March.  Bob 

can be reached at 488.9475. 
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 Are you a Disciple devoted to being the hands and feet of Christ in the 

world? 

 

 Do you have creative ideas for compassionate ministry to share with other 

Disciples across the country? 

 

 Do you need inspiration and affirmation to continue the outreach you are 

already doing? 

 

WeekEnd of Compassion will be a forum for exchanging ideas, empow-

ering each other and inspiring the church.  Together, we will celebrate 

ways Week of Compassion is a catalyst for changing the lives of so 

many who suffer in the world as well as the lives of those who give.  We 

will explore outreach possibilities across our denomination and            

revitalize our commitment to mission in the world. 

 

Lay leaders, clergy, youth and seminarians are doing amazing things to 

lift up the mission of Week of Compassion, but rarely get the               

opportunity to share those creative ideas with others!  Please join us in 

Nashville for a Weekend of dynamic workshops, Bible study,              

lay-leadership development, storytelling, and innovative worship. 

 

Rev. Brown is planning to attend this inspirational weekend.  The       

outreach committee has set aside scholarships for participant’s           

registration fees.  If you would like to attend this event, please let Rev. 

Brown know as soon as possible. 

Week of Compassion ~ April 11-13, 2008 

Nashville, Tennessee 
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             S t e wa r d s h i p  &   F i n a n c e  2 0 07  

Good News -  81% of Mortgage Paid!!! 

     The Fellowship Center was completed in June 2000.  The mortgage of $360,000. was to be paid off in 15 
years, but because of your faithful contributions, it will be paid off sooner and we will have saved a          
tremendous amount of interest.  The balance now owed is $68,000., with a monthly payment of $1143.  The 
mortgage is not a  budgeted item, but is paid with over and above contributions from the congregation.  
Some members and friends give monthly and others prefer a yearly contribution.  Donations are also given 
in honor or memory of a loved one.  With your support and prayers, we will soon be debt free. 

     The Fellowship Center was in use 14 days in February and some days there were 2 activities scheduled.  
The Green Lakes Civic League and the Portsmouth Music Club use our facility monthly.  In March, we will 
be housing and feeding the homeless for a week.  With the visioning plan moving forward, our hope is that 
we can find new and creative opportunities to use our facilities for service and outreach.  Much has been 
accomplished but there is much more to be done.  Continue to pray daily for West Side and its ministries. 

Sharon Jenson - Stewardship Committee 

Membership 
     As I have mentioned in worship, this year the Membership Committee is stepping out on faith to find 
folks who feel led to volunteer to support particular membership activities. I am merely a facilitator, 
there is no formal committee. The first event of 2008 was hosting the Shrove Tuesday pancake supper. 
Folks who enjoyed cooking/serving graciously volunteered to help and the “work” was not a chore, but 
rather a fulfilling care ministry. Without Dick Cornwell at the helm we were a little nervous that we 
would „measure up‟, but the kitchen crew came through with flying colors and I even managed to make 
coffee that was drinkable! Numerous people performed tasks that they weren‟t used to performing and 
in so doing, new skills were acquired and the fellowship was fantastic. This is my vision for how this 
ministry should continue to work—events that come from the desires of the congregation and not      
because they are a „traditon‟, led by people involved because they are enthusiastic for the event, not 
because they are member of the committee!  

     Our last event is a perfect example of what I‟m trying to convey to you. Edith Ross approached me 
to say she thought it would be nice if we could do something to honor the folks in our church family 
who are in their nineties. She offered to get me the names of the folks and when I casually mentioned 
the event during a transition team meeting, the idea caught the interest of Sharon Jenson who, inside of 
five minutes, started formulating a vision for how this event could be handled. She contacted the 5    
honorees and got them to gather pictures and/or memorabilia; she had a decorating scheme in mind, 
etc. My job was to schedule and publicize the event, but this had been Sharon‟s fun project. She was     
excited to be planning it and I‟m delighted to have had a, fresh new perspective added to an old 
„standard‟ like potluck. We even chose a different night, Thursday Feb 21st instead of our traditional 
Wednesday.  And we didn‟t hold a single meeting!!! 

     Below are some of the activities that membership has done in the past. What are the ones that       
capture your imagination? Do you have new ideas to share? We have 10 more months in 2008. That 
could translate into 1o more events, 4 or 5 events, no events or 20 or more events—it‟s all up to you. 
Membership is about you and for you. Consider the following: Bible Bowl, potluck dinners, talent show, 
community day, mystery dinner plays, baby picture contest, family games night. Do you have a flair 
for journalism? The member spotlight could use some help. Are you good at making posters to help 
publicize events? Are you a performer? When there is a potluck, can you be there early enough to help 
set up tables or make the coffee or tea? Do you have a topic in mind that would make for an interesting 
meeting?  

     Are you an exercise buff that would be willing to help others learn how to work out? Maybe walking 
is more your speed and you‟d like to have a group? Are you a gardener who could teach others a bit 
about plants and landscaping? There are so many ways to help and have fun at the same time. All 
ideas will be considered, just let me know. Catch me at church, call me on my cell (374 9508) or email 
me at kitty_baker@adp.com Remember, we are the body and every body part is essential; no one part 
is greater than the other, no part can function alone. Be you a pre-teen, a teen, a young adult or a 
nonagenarian, you have spiritual gifts and talents untapped. Spread your wings and give voice to your 
ideas. Look for a poster of ideas on the bulletin board in the narthex. 

mailto:kitty_baker@adp.com
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IN NEED OF PRAYER      

 
 
 

Carl Loving 

Joe Diggs 

Dick Cornwell 

Dawn Price 

Debbie Johnson 

Betty McCrickard 

Gray Family 

Maureen Powers 

Kristin & Anthony 

Williams 

Dawn Weiss 

Cavanaugh Family 

Branch Family 

Esther Daniel 

Sarah Crawford 

Bobby Ryder 

Tara Weinmann 

Masil Jones 

Hasting Family 

Jimmy Bracy 

Marlene Whitehurst 

Ann Hall 

Mark Warren 

Dickie Hayes 

Brenda Lohse 

Herschel Carter 

Ron Riffle 

Matthew Davis 

Michael & Jessica Gates 

Wilda Dyer 

Christine Bradley 

Sandy Phillips 

Phillips Family 

Ben Adderholdt 

Joseph Irwin 

Ellen Nelson 

Ruth Blackman 

Rev. Glenn Weaver 

Dennis Davenport 

Al Hemby 

Sylvia Dickens 

Sandy Cotton 

Roland Thornton 

~Lectionary Readings for March 2008~ 
 

          DATE                READINGS 

 

       March 2nd:               I Samuel 16:1-13  

                                         Psalm 23 

                                         Ephesians 5:8-14 

                                         John 9:1-41 

 

       March 9th:         Ezekiel 37:1-14 

                                         Psalm 130 

                                         Romans 8:6-11                   

                                         John 11:1-45 

 

       March 16th:             Matthew 21:1-11 

                                         Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

                                                                                       

       March 23rd:        Jeremiah 31:1-6 

                              Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

                                         Colossians 3:1-4 

                                         Matthew 28:1-10 

        

       March 30th:              Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

                                         Psalm 16:1 

                                         I Peter 1:3-9 

                                         John 20:19-31 

 

 

 
 

To West Side Members- 

  We appreciate very much the recognition given to we 
Nonagenarians at the pot luck birthday party on February 

21st. 

   Special thanks to Kitty Baker, Sharon Jenson and Rev. 

Nathan Brown. 

~Ruby Fulcher 

~Catherine Buchanan 

~Ruth Blackman 

~Garland Cook 
 

Dear Friends & Family at West Side - 

   Just a note to thank everybody for making “90” such a 
nice year.  It all began in November at Thanksgiving when 
my family started celebrating my birthday.  My daughter, 
Barbara, who lived in N.Y. state and some on my grand-
children came down for Thanksgiving and with my      
daughter, Nancy and family planning a big surprise for 
me.  I didn’t know a thing was going on.   I had a great 
time.  Out for dinner, flowers and many gifts, and then, 
you people at West Side!  What a wonderful night.  The 
food was so good and the friendship was great.  I felt so 
“loved” and blessed to have such a wonderful church      

family..  I love you all. 

Sincerely,  Ruby Fulcher 

SHUT - INS 

DIACONATE NEWS 

The diaconate met on January 20th and appointed Cindy 

Wallace and Karen Hartzog as co-chairs.  The constitution 

tasks the diaconate to help in the ministry of the needy. 

Following the directives, Cindy Wallace has placed a box in 

the gathering area for the collection of gloves, hats and 

socks to be given out when West Side hosts the homeless in 

March.  The diaconate appreciates all donations.  The 2008 

serving schedule was mailed out to all diaconate and the 

communion preparation schedule is posted on the bulletin 

board. 



Karen Hartzog 
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Membership Spotlight 

     Shining in the March spotlight is one of our newer members, Karen Hartzog. Karen was born in New 
York but soon dad’s job with American Airlines transported the family out to Tulsa Oklahoma. His           
mechanical division was relocated there and Karen says it was like living in the middle of New York City, as 
most all of the people in her Oklahoma community were part of the transferred New Yorkers. Coming from a 
myriad of ethnic backgrounds and united by a common employer, these folks were enjoying cultural diversity 
long before HR departments invented the term!  She said it wasn’t until she ventured away from home into 

adult work life that she encountered prejudice. 

 

     After attending Oklahoma State and obtaining her degree in Interior Design, Karen found it very         
difficult to find a job in her chosen field. Back in the 60’s single, career women weren’t taken very seriously. 
So, she too came to be employed by American Airlines as a stewardess. (Yes that’s what they were called 
back then when it was an all woman profession) She was based in NY for about 6 months, then Dallas for 

about a year before finally settling in Los Angeles.  

 

     It was while working from the LA base that Karen made many lifelong friends. Most of her flights then 
were what’s termed transcontinental, meaning between the two U.S. coasts. She spent about half the month 
flying and the other half at home but bear in mind that with flying, a 40 hr week could easily be achieved in 
3 days. While in LA she and her roommate flew to Greece where the roommate said one could get a mink 
coat made way cheaper than in the states. While there they took a 1 day cruise of the Greek Islands and 
that’s where Karen met her soon to be husband, Jim.  He worked for the government and lived in Virginia so 

after a short courtship they got engaged and Karen transferred to Virginia.  

 

     They settled in the Western Branch area but Karen had to commute to D.C. once a week to go to work. 
This time her routes were the shorter domestic hops to places like Omaha, Minneapolis, Baton Rouge and 
Little Rock. During this phase of her career Karen gave birth to daughter, Leslie, and son, Robert. While 
they were small she flew part-time. In the latter part of the 80’s Karen transferred to Raleigh where she      
began flying international flights. Now Karen had a 4 hour commute to get to work and we complain about 
45 minutes! While stationed in Raleigh, her ex-roommate from her LA days transferred to Raleigh as did     
another LA friend.  While flying together she learned that this lady had actually grown up in Churchland 
and they ended up both retiring from the airlines on the same day. Her international route was to Paris. It 
took 9 hours to fly over and 10 hours to fly back and she had a 30 hour layover in Paris each time. She said 

the jet lag could be brutal but they would nap and then shop, shop, shop.  

 

     I asked Karen to relate some of the comical and/or exciting things that happened during her long career 
and this is what I learned. She said in the early days, before the carts that we are all now so familiar with, 
the flight attendants had to make dinner and serve it and liquor, bringing out two trays at a time, all in a 55 
minute flight. On one such trip she finally made her way to the very back of the plane where a little old lady 
was seated. She said “no thanks” to her dinner. She didn’t want to be any trouble so she’d just take a grilled 

cheese sandwich!  

 

     Karen was part of the first crew to ever evacuate a 747 jet. That was back in 1971. An alarmed signaled 
there was a potential fire in the cargo area so they had to make an emergency landing in Albuquerque, NM. 
They had no way to deflate the slides, so they had to puncture them. The plane was so high off the ground 
that they had to jack up a catering truck and then one of the pilots chinned himself up to the floor of the 
plane. Then he pulled up the flight attendants so they could retrieve the passenger’s personal belongings from 
the plane. Karen says most of the safety features we have in airline travel today have resulted from        
situations like this one. She shared that the reason the flight attendants go over how to buckle and unbuckle 
the seatbelt is because in the early days, planes were the only mode of transportation that had seat belts. An 
Eastern Airlines flight crashed in the Everglades and even though folks were only in a foot of water many 

perished because they didn’t know how to release the seat belt!  
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 Holy Week 

   Schedule 
 

 

À Palm Sunday (Worship Service) 

      ý Sunday, March 16th at 11:00 AM 

À Maundy Thursday (Communion Service)  

      ý Thursday, March 20th at 7:30 PM 

À 24 Hour Prayer Vigil 

      ý Good Friday, March 21st at 12 noon  

      ý Ends Saturday, March 22nd at 12 noon                         

À Easter Egg Hunt (ages 2 - 5th grade) 

      ý Saturday, March 22nd at 2:00 PM 

À Easter Sunday Worship Services 

      ý Sunrise Service, March 23rd at 7:00 AM 

      ý Easter Service, March 23rd at 11:00 AM  

  

24-Hour  

Prayer Vigil  
 

 

 

Each year, West Side Christian Church 
holds a 24-hour Prayer Vigil on Easter 
Weekend. This is a time of  quiet       
reflection and prayer within the 
church. This yearõs  vigil will begin at 
12:00 noon on Good Friday, March 21st 
and will end at 12:00 noon on Saturday, 
March 22nd. If  you would like to be a 
part of  the vigil this year, please place 
your name in a time slot on the sign-
up sheet which will be located in the   
gathering area very soon. 

   Olive Branch Lenten Services 

2008 

 

 

St. Andrews United Methodist Church 

     5615 Portsmouth Blvd. 

   488-3534 

   12:00 Noon Service 

12:30 p.m. Lunch  
 

Speakers 

        Feb. 27th       Rev. Mike Putnam 

        March 5th      Rev. Martha Goodman 

        March 12th     Rev. Nathan Brown 

        March 21st     Rev. Tom Potter 

Reservations are necessary.  

Please call by Noon on the Monday  

before each service.   
 

Lunch - $5.00 
 

There will be a food offering received on Good 
Friday, March 21st. 

Experience the full  

Joy of Easter  

 

Join us for an Easter 

Egg Hunt and crafts 

centered around 

Easter on  

Saturday, March 22nd  

               at 2:00 PM in the  

               Fellowship Center  

Ages 2yrs - 5th grade are  

invited.  

Parents are encouraged to  

attend with their children.   

Sponsored by:  Christian Education  
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                   2008 Easter Special Offering 
 

Your witness to the ends of the earth 

The Easter Special Day offering provides financial resources for ministries that extend from your Sunday school rooms 

to the ends of the earth. Contributions to the 2008 Easter offering will benefit many ministries including Disciples       

Hurricane Recovery Initiative, Disciples Womenôs Ministries, Disciples Care for Children, the Student Ecumenical      

Partnership, Global Ministries, web and internet ministries, Ministerial Relief and     Assistance, and many more. 

Your giving takes you and others...to the edge of the United States 

DHM is partnering to lead our long-term recovery efforts from the damage and devastation of hurricanes Katrina and 

Rita. Through the Disciples Hurricane Recovery Initiative, we are on the ground, along the coast, rebuilding homes, 

communities, and lives. These mission stations provide a critical presence along the gulf and are dependent on your     

financial gifts to the Easter Offering. 

Your giving takes you and otherséto the ends of the earth 

The challenge of HIV/AIDS is a daily struggle at the Samaritan Care Center in Southern Africa. Rev. Dawn Barnes, a 

Disciples missionary and SCC Board Member, sees lives transformed daily. Dawn shares the story of Thandiswa, a 

young woman dying of AIDS. Rose, the center coordinator, was there to comfort her and   provide hospice care in her 

waning hours. Roseôs ministry is to care for those who have no one to care for them. Rose says, ñThis is what God has 

called us to doéto be the hands of Christ.ò Thandiswa died after only being in the center for one day, but she died sur-

rounded by the peace of Christôs hands...your handsé.taken to South Africa by your financial gifts to the Easter         

offering. 

Christian Education 

Did you know that Craig Springs camps begin June 9th and continue through August 11th?  Where will you fit in? 

Plan to attend our Camp Expo in April!  This will be for anyone in our church, young, old,  tall or short.  Ones with    

musical abilities, ones who are not -but it’s for YOU! Time, place and dates will be announced in upcoming bulletins. 

Come find out about what the Christian Church in VA has for you at Craig Springs! 

May 26-30 Mission & Ministry Week                                    July 13-18 CHI-RHO Conference (Grades 6-8) 

June 9-13 GAP Conference                                                 July 20-25 CYF Conference 

June 15-20 Nature Camp                                                    July 27-Aug 1 Triple Omega 

June 22-27 MADD                                                             Aug 3-8 New Covenant (Grades 2-5) 

June 29-July 4 Special Camp for Special People                     Aug 8-11 Beginner’s Retreat 

July 6-11 Tripe Alpha (Grades 4-12)                                     www.ccinva.org/craigsprings  or  www.ccinva.org 

  TO OUR  

CONGREGATION 
 

Anne & Hannah Berk 

      600 Whitehurst Landing Road 

       Va. Beach, VA  23464 

        962-1023 
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SERVING LUNCH AT 
OASIS   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

We will carpool to the  

Oasis on  

Thursday, March 13th  

If you can join us, please 
sign up on the information 
board and plan to be here 

at 9:30 am. 

         March Birthdayõs 

   

    1st:     Erin Ripley 

   2nd:     Shannon Bloxom 

    4th:     Rick Lahy 

     5th:    Paula Pittman 

     6th:    Michael Wyatt 

                Wayne Powers 

     8th:    Barbara Nelson 

   10th:    Colby Wallacce 

                John Milam 

   12th:    Patty Ross 

   14th:    Dillon Milam 

   15th:    Kathy Williams 

   20th:    Patrick Knill 

   22nd:   Becky Barclay 

   23rd:    Eddrie Bradley 

                Charles Kelly, IV 

   25th:    Joshua Thornton 

   28th:    Samantha Williams 

   29th:    William Powell 

                Wanda Hackler 

   30th:    Chris Larson 

 

REMINDERS  

 Administrative Cabinet: 

      Sunday, March 2nd @ 1:00 PM 

 Official Board: 

      Tuesday, March 11th @ 7:00 PM 

  Pastoral Relations: 

      Tuesday, March 18th @ 6:00 PM 

 Elders: 

      Tuesday, March 18th @ 7:30 PM 

Life Line Health Screening 

Is scheduled to be at West Side 

Friday, May 2, 2008 

Fellowship Center 

8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 

 

More information will be available in 

upcoming 

Bulletins and Newsletters 

 

Further details can be obtained 

by contacting 

Mary Peris 

Parish Nurse 

 

Newsletter Deadline  

Wednesday, March 19th 

    

CHI - RHO  MEETING DATES  

   March 9th @ 12:00 noon  

April 13th @ 3:45 PM  

April 27th @ 3:45 PM  

 

 

 

 

 

West Side Preschool &  

Kindergarten 

will be closed in observance of the 

Easter season 

March 24th - March 28th 

Turn your 

clocks 

ahead 1 hour 

on Saturday 

night, 

March 8th 


