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This months issue of the    
newsletter was delayed 
due to a major copier    
malfunction.  Please accept 

our apology. 

Peace,  

      

     The first Sunday of January begins the season of Epiphany, the period of time 

on our church calendar designated for celebrating the manifestation of God in the 

world.  At Christmas we celebrate Godõs coming into the world.  Now begins 

our search, with the Magi, to find the stable and worship the Christ child. 

 

     As we learned on Christmas Eve, it was not easy for anyone to arrive at the 

stable in which God is born.  It was not easy for Mary and Joseph, it was not easy 

for the shepherds, and it could not have been easy for the Magi.  Thus, in our 

own journey through this season of Epiphany, we should not expect it to always 

be easy to find Christ.  In fact, for all who arrived at the stable, each was very  

intent to find it.  For us, it should be no different.  We must be intentional about 

seeking out Christ in our own lives, especially when it is difficult. 

 

     So, we ask in harmony with the Magi, òWhere is the child who has been born 

King of the Jews?ó  Where can we find the manger?  Where can we find the      

stable?  Where is the starõs light guiding us? 

 

     Perhaps you will find the Christ child in the faces of your family and friends.  

Maybe you will find the light from the star in your church community.  You may 

even find a manger at work or a stable in a place you routinely visit.  Remember, 

however, for those who found the Christ child, there was intent and              

commitment behind their journey.  This was necessary because the journey was 

not easy. 

 

     Therefore, look for the Christ child most intently in those places that are    

difficult to find, those locations that are difficult to reach, and those relationships 

we tend to avoid.  Might God be manifesting Godõs self in a relationship needing 

reconciliation in your life?  Could the Christ child be calling you to Oasis or    
another community ministry to those who are less fortunate?  Has worship      

become a stable for you, difficult to get to on Sunday morning?  Is the manger at 

the end of a journey toward ridding your life of an addiction? 

 

     Christmas reminds us that God comes into the world again and again.  There 

are  no limits  to Godõs  entering into  our lives.  Epiphany calls us to intentionally    

search for Godõs presence already in our midst.  The search will not always be 

easy, but God calls us to find the Christ child and give thanks for his healing,   

comforting, and reconciling presence in our lives. 
 

 
 

                               Rev. Nathan Brown                            
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"But they who wait for the Lord shall renew 

their strength."   

Isaiah 40:31 

A New Year with the Lord  
 

     A new year is about to unfold 

    With new opportunities to explore 

    Doors will open for new experiences                           

New adventures with the Lord 

 

 Remember not the former things 

The things of this past year 

The Lord will do new things in us 

Much more than we are aware 

 

For He will make a way for us 

As we put our trust in Him 

And He will guide our every step 

By His presence we have within 

 

What God has placed within our hearts 

We find weõll be able to do 

If we look for the opportunities 

Weõll see the door to go through 

 

We mustnõt let anything hold us back 

But rise up and take our place 

And be all that God wants us to be 

With a fresh touch of His grace 

 

© By M.S.Lowndes   (granted permission to use) 

 

 Mary W. Peris, Parish Nurse 

CWF Reports:  
 

LYDIA CIRCLE:   

The Lydia Circle met on December 5th with 7 

members and 3 guests present. They         

collected an  offering of $44.00 and used their 

talents with 1 teaching and 1 leading. Lydia 

also provided outreach by contacting 38 

through cards, calls and visits and 3            

participated in CWF projects. They read 4 

Daily Devotionals and 7 Regional Papers and 

1 book.  

 

REBEKAH CIRCLE:  

Rebekah Circle met on December  6th with 8 

members present.  They collected an offering 

of $94.00. Rekebah used their talents in the 

following capacity: 

Crafts - 7 

Phone Calls - 51 

Transportation - 2 

Leaders - 1 

Daily Devotionals - 6 

Regional Papers - 3 

Books - 14 

The Rebekah circle will meet on January 10th 

with Marleen Whitehurst. 

 

SARAH CIRCLE:  

No report given. 

 

CWF BRUNCH 

 

Saturday, January 12, 2008 

10:00 AM 

 

Guest Speaker 

 

Kilcha Kennedy 

Korean Christian Church 

 

See Cheryl Jarvis for more details 
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May God Bless You In This New Year! 

Savior Jesus, 

Please be our guide and companion in the year ahead. Help us 

to trust in You completely as You direct our steps. In Your 

name we pray name.  

AMEN  

We wish to extend our sincerest sympathy 

to 

Rev. Nathan Brown and his family during 

the recent loss  

of his Grandfather, 

Quinon Brown 

             In Sympathy 
 

 

 

 

 

Tessa Evangeline Jenson 

Born - December 27, 2007 

8 lbs., 4 ozs. 

22ó long 

Proud Parents:  Doug & Kathy Jenson 

Even Prouder Grandparents:  Bubba & Sharon Jenson 
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SERVING LUNCH AT OASIS   

 

 

 

 

Instead of feeding lunch at Oasis 
during the month of January, we will 
be bagging the groceries we collected 
during Advent at Oasis.  We will bag 

these groceries on Thursday and   
Friday, January 17th & 18th from 

10:00 AMð2:00 PM.  We will       
deliver the bags Saturday, January 

19th from 9:00 AMð11:00 AM.  
Please sign up on the information 
board to help on one of these days. 

 

REMINDERS  

¶ Administrative Cabinet:  

      Sunday, January 6th @ 1:00 PM 

¶ Pastoral Relations:  

      Tuesday, January 15th @ 6:00 PM 

¶ Official Board:  

      Tuesday, January 8th @ 7:00 PM 

¶ Elders:  

      Tuesday, January 15th @ 7:30 PM 

CHURCH OFFICE & PRESCHOOL  

WILL BE CLOSED ON  

MONDAY, JANUARY 21ST  

MLK HOLIDAY  

OBSERVED 

 

Newsletter Deadline  

Tuesday, January 22nd 

At 0800 on Saturday, 19 January 2008, Diana  Davenport has 

agreed to present to CMF many photographs taken during 

her trip to China. Come and hear/see about the historical 

and contemporary China leading to the 2008 Olympics. 

Diana, and her beautiful daughter, Julie, visited/toured China 

taking many photographs along the way. 

Diana is the daughter of Nora and the late John Davenport 

and  raised in our church. Diana received her BS degree in 

Art and Biology from Radford University, her first MS degree 

in Administration from ODU, and her second MS degree in 

Painting and Photography from VCU. Currently she is      

Supervisor of Arts for Portsmouth Public Schools. 

Come see and hear about Dianaõs trip to China. If you plan 

to attend, be aware that Chef Cornwell and crew need to 

know how much food to purchase/prepare. This can only be 

accomplished if you let us know you are coming. If you are 

coming, Please, Please, Please complete the insert in the   

Sundayõs bulletin on 13  January 2008 or call me by 4:00 p.m. 

on Wednesday, 16 January 2008. 

Larry Hackler  488-5997 

 

 

  Feeding/Sheltering the Homeless  

Since 1994, WSCC has volunteered to 

feed/shelter the Homeless. This year the event 

will start on Sunday, March 2, 2008 and end 

on Saturday, March 9, 2008. Each night, a 

minimum of 13 volunteers is needed to be food 

servers and 4 volunteers are needed to be   

chaperones. On Sunday February 3, 2008,      

Volunteer Sign-up Sheets will be placed in the 

Hallway leading to the Fellowship Center. Please 

plan on giving some of your valuable time for 

special service. 

~Outreach Committee 

 

 

     A team of individuals has been assembled to 
undertake the thinking and planning needed to 
implement the visioning plans passed in October.  
This group will meet once a month in order to   
discern how to best work with the action plans. 
The transition team will be a crucial part of      
implementing our vision and will report directly 
to the administrative cabinet and board with 
their findings and recommendations. They will 
also keep the congregation up -to-date on their 
progress through the newsletter, bulletin, and 
other relevant meetings. If you have any         
questions for the transition team, the following 
individuals have agreed to be part of this         

important ministry.  

 

Nathan Brown ñMinister  

Jimmy Jarvis ñChair, Visioning Team  

Larry Hackler ñBoard Chair  

Kitty Baker  

Beth Branch  

Diane Loftis  

Sharon Jenson  

Rosemary Lahy  
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IN NEED OF PRAYER       

 
 
 

Ann Hall 

Dawn Price 

Debbie Johnson 

Betty McCrickard 

Gray Family 

Maureen Powers 

Kristin & Anthony 

Williams 

Dawn Weiss 

Cavanaugh Family 

Fritts Family 

Branch Family 

Esther Daniel 

Melodie Bronson 

Sarah Crawford 

Bobby Ryder 

Tara Weinmann 

Masil Jones 

Connie Hutto 

Mark Warren 

Dickie Hayes 

Sharon Jenson 

Brenda Losh 

Herschel Carter 

Ron Riffle 

Matthew Davis 

Michael & Jessica Gates 

Wilda Dyer 

Christine Bradley 

Al Hemby 

Sandy Phillips 

Phillips Family 

Judy Kelly 

Ben Adderholdt 

Powell Family 

Joseph Irwin 

Ellen Nelson 

Jay Naclerio 

Ruth Blackman 

Rev. Glenn Weaver 

Dennis Davenport 

Sylvia Dickens 

Sandy Cotton 

Roland Thornton 

         January  

            #HQSGC@X½R 
 

 

 

            1st:    Pam Brown 

           2nd:    Jamey Corbett 

            3rd:    Steve Gray 

            7th:    Catherine Buchanan 

            8th:    Zach Lowman 

            9th:    Chris Terry 

          12th:    Brant Honeycutt 

          14th:    Jimmy Powell, Kelly Terry 

          15th:    Mike Phillips 

          16th:    Shanna Trevino 

          17th:    Millicent Wise 

          19th:    Dick Cornwell, Thomas Thornton, Jr.,                    

                       Ruby Fulcher, Stephen  Milam, 

                       Kayleigh McNelis 

          21st:    Barb Inman 

          27th:    Braedon Terry 

          28th:    Betty Lou Fox 

          29th:    Janey Culpepper 

          30th:    Wallace Williams, Roger Gilley, 

                       Sharon Trevino 

          31st:    Michael Stidham, Roy Cherry 

                        
 

~Lectionary Readings for January 2008~  
 

                DATE                READINGS 

 

            January 6th:                  Isaiah 60: 1-6 

                                                    Psalm 72: 1-7, 10-14 

                                                    Ephesians 3: 1-12 

                                                    Matthew 2: 1-12 

 

            January 13th:              Isaiah 42: 1-9 

                                                    Psalm 29 

                                                    Acts 10: 34-43                     

                                                    Matthew 3: 13-17 

 

             January 20th:               Isaiah 49: 1-7 

                                                    Psalm 40: 1-11 

                                                    1 Corinthians 1: 1-9 

                                                    John 1: 29-42 

 

             January 27th:             Isaiah 9: 1-4 

                                        Psalm 27: 1, 4-9 

                                                    1 Corinthians 1: 10-18 

                                                    Matthew 4: 12-23 
             

 

 

 
 

     Thank you to everyone who helped get the       
sanctuary and church ready for the Advent season!  
From the Property Committee who got all our boxes 
out, CWF who decorated our Chrismon tree, and to 

all those who made and served lunch. 

Jennifer Larson, Worship Chair 
 

     Thank you to all who helped with the Breakfast 
with Santa!  It was a great success.  Preschool raised 
over $500. for playground equipment.  Thank you for 
the generous donations from church members and the 

Education Committee. 

Carrie Kelly and West Side Preschool 
 

     The youth would like to thank Joyce Thornton for 
all the cookies and treat bags she is always preparing 
for them.  She is always thinking of West Sideõs 
youth and they really do appreciate all she had done 

form them.   

Chi-Rho/CYF 
 

     A most sincere and gracious thanks to all of you 
for your prayers and support upon hearing of my      
grandfatherõs death. The flowers at the funeral home 
were a beautiful reminder of your prayers for my  
family and me during such a difficult time.  Every 
day, I am thankful to not only be your minister, but 

also to receive the ministry you all give to me. 

With Love for All of You, 

Nathan Brown 

SHUT - INS 
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     On Saturday, December 15th, Allison & Emily       

Nutting, Stephen Milam and Brittany Gay helped with 

the Toys for Tots program.  They pushed baskets filled 

with toys, food boxes, and special gifts for the moms (a 

beautiful candle) out to each car waiting.  They unloaded 

all these items and returned the carts so the next 

quests could shop.  It was very cold that day and their 

hands were like ice but they never complained.  

     On Brittany and Stephenõs last run, they               

encountered a mother who was waiting for her ride. She 

had two baskets filled with Christmas gifts for her six     

children.  They decided to stay with her, waiting for 15 

minutes in the cold, until her ride arrived.  They helped 

load the car with all the gifts.  Brittany and Stephen 

could have left her standing there alone, but instead 

they thought of her instead of themselves.  What a 

great witness!  The act of helping those who needed 

help.  I could not have been more proud of these young 

people.  Thank God for our youth!  We are proud of each 

and every one of them!  

     We were told that the Toys for Tots program will 

reach 8,000 ñ9,000 families and approximately 21,000 

children.  What an outreach and what a privilege to have 

been a part of this.  

     Our youth hope that you had a very Merry Christmas 

and would like to wish you a very Happy New Year!  

Chi-Rho/CYF 

        2008 Schedule 

 

 

 

Jan. 5th:     6:00 pm    Rehoboth vs. West Side 

                                 (Craddock) 

Jan. 7th:     9:00 pm    West Side vs. Gilmerton 

                                         (Parker) 

Jan. 14th:    9:00 pm   West Side vs. Mobster 

                                         (Parker) 

Jan. 19th:    7:00 pm   West Side vs.  Pt. Harbor 

                                         (Craddock) 

Jan. 21st:    9:00 pm    St. Markõs vs. West Side 

                                          (Craddock) 

Jan. 26th:    6:00 pm   West Side vs. St. Paulõs 

                                         (Craddock) 

Jan. 28th:    9:00 pm   West Side vs. Rehoboth 

                                         (Parker) 

Feb. 2nd:    6:00 pm   Gilmerton vs. West Side 

                                         (Parker) 

Feb. 9th:     6:00 pm   Mobsters vs. West Side 

                                         (Craddock) 

Feb. 11th:   9:00 pm   Pt. Harbor vs. West Side 

                                         (Parker)                                      

Feb. 16th:   6:00 pm   West Side vs. St. Markõs 

                                         (Craddock) 

Feb. 18th:   8:00 pm   St. Paulõs vs. West Side 

                                         (Parker) 

 

Calling All Leaders! 
If you are part of the Administrative Cabinet or an Elder at West Side Christian Church, I am asking that you come to a 
leadership retreat at Makemie Woods from Friday, January 25th to Saturday, January 26th.  The retreat will allow the     
leadership of the church to spiritually and organizationally plan and prepare for 2008.  Leadership development, planning 
the church calendar, setting goals, elder training, and worship will be part of this important time away.  Oh, by the way, it 
will also be fun!  We will arrive at the retreat center on Friday evening  and leave Saturday afternoon.  More details will be 
available in the days ahead.  Check your bulletin and contact Rev. Brown with any questions.  Please call the church 
office and let Trish know if you will NOT be able to attend by Monday, January 14, 2008.  Below are directions to the  
retreat center. 

 

Makemie Woods, 3700 Roper Church Road, Lanexa, VA  23089 (757-566-1496) 

 

Directions from the Tidewater Area:  Take exit 227 off I-64 and go North on Rt. 30, approx. 2 miles.  You will see the 
Makemie Woods sign on your left (Rt. 632).  Follow the paved road.  Just before the road turns to gravel you will see a 
sign directing you left.   Turn left and go over two bridges covering the interstate.  You will see the entrance to Makemie 
Woods on your right. 


