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  Disciples of Christ 

Peace,  

 

    

 

 

     During the spiritual gifts workshops a couple of months ago, not only did we discover gifts within ourselves, we 
also learned some of our congregationôs corporate gifts.  Specifically, two gifts emerged as having the most        
individual names listed underneath them: servanthood and mercy. While it may be no surprise that these two gifts 
are at the heart of our ministry, it is good to attach particular words to the Spirit of our congregation.  This helps 
us have a better understanding of who we are and how we are called to live out our vision.  

     In the last few weeks some have asked, ñIs our vision working?ò  In other words, ñAre we using our gifts in 
ministry?ò  I can only answer these questions in a story.  During the week of July 21-25th, we hosted Vacation     
Bible School.  This is an on-going ministry of the church that takes place each year with the help of many          
volunteers.  On Thursday of this same week, we were scheduled to serve lunch at Oasis.  This is another on-going 
ministry of the church that relies on volunteer help.  We had more than enough help for both of these ministries.  

     On Tuesday of this same week, I received an e-mail from the director of Oasis, asking West Side for help in its 
grocery bagging ministry for senior citizens.  I sent an e -mail out to all those who have e -mail, asking for          
additional help with bagging groceries on Thursday and Friday.  West Siders responded and partnered with 
Marionôs new church, Broad Street United Methodist Church, in bagging the groceries for Thursday and Friday all 
in one day. 

     Furthermore, there were volunteers at the church on this same Thursday working on our property, mowing 
grass, cutting limbs, etc.  Not only did we have close to forty West Siders serving in four different ministries on 
that Thursday alone, folks were excited and happy to serve.  Our ministry that day was rooted in our gifts:        
servanthood and mercy; not guilt or compliance.  

     I donôt think the question we ask should be, ñIs our vision working?ò  I think the question must be, ñHow am I 
working for our vision?ò  Are you using your gifts of servanthood and mercy, or nurturing leadership and         
evangelism, or wisdom and healing?  You might be, but have yet to connect your service to your gifts.  

     West Sideôs corporate gifts of servanthood and mercy are absolutely connected to the four different ministries 
in which we participated during that third week of July.  Your wonderful response to both immediate needs and on
-going planned ministries is evidence that we are ñworking for our vision.ò  We are using our gifts to live out the 
vision that God has called us to. 

     In the next few months, there will be many more ways to connect your gifts to different ministries of the 
church (i.e. serving on a committee, working on one of our three action plans, going on a mission trip,              
volunteering to help with other on -going ministries).  How will you connect your gifts to the ministry of our         
congregation?  How will you work for Godôs vision for West Side Christian Church? 
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STATEMENT OF CALLING  

West Side Christian Church is a faithful and caring church family committed to making disciples 

of Jesus Christ in our CHURCH, our COMMUNITY, and our WORLD.  

CHURCH : Equip our church family through spiritual growth and leadership development.  

COMMUNITY: Share the love of Christ through service.  

WORLD: Witness through support of Disciplesõ missions 
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BACK TO SCHOOL  

    A mom was concerned  about her kindergarten son 

walking to school.  He didn't want his mother to walk 

with him.   She wanted to give him the feeling that he 

had some independence but yet know that he was safe.  

So she had an idea of how to handle it.  

       She asked a neighbor, Mrs. Goodnest, if she would 

please follow him to school in the mornings, staying at 

a distance, so he probably wouldn't notice her.   

          Mrs. Goodnest said that since she was up early 

with her toddler anyway, it would be a good way for 

them to get some exercise as well, so she agreed.                 

The next school day, Mrs. Goodnest and her little girl, 

Marcy, set out following behind Timmy as he walked to 

school with another neighbor boy he knew. She did this 

for the whole week.     

       As the boys walked and chatted, kicking stones 

and twigs, Timmy's little friend noticed the same lady 

was following them as she seemed to do every day all 

week.   Finally he said to Timmy, "Have you noticed 

that lady following us to school all week? Do you know 

her?" Timmy nonchalantly replied, "Yeah, I know who 
she is".    The friend said, "Well, who is she"? "That's 

just Shirley Goodnest", Timmy replied, "and her 

daughter Marcy".  "Shirley Goodnest? Who the heck is 

she and why is she following us"?  "Well", Timmy       

explained, "every night my Mom makes me say the 

23rd Psalm with my prayers, 'cuz she worries about me 

so much. And in the Psalm, it says, 'Shirley Goodnest 

and Marcy shall follow me all the days of my life', so I 

guess I'll just have to get used to it"!  

 

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face 
to shine upon 

you, and be gracious to you; the Lord lift His countenance 
upon you, and 

give you peace. Numbers 6:22 -26  
 

May Shirley Goodnest and Marcy be with you today,  

and always. 

AUTHOR UNKNOWN   

  

òIf you are recuperating from surgery or just need 

some assistance moving around, please let me know.  

We have crutches, walkers, and a wheelchair available 

for you to use as long as needed.ó 

Peace and Love,  

 

      Mary W. Peris, Parish Nurse 

    C W F  News  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

CWF wishes to publish a new 

West Side Cookbook and they 

need your help.  Look to the last page of this 

newsletter for blank recipe cards.  Find your 

favorite recipe ( if you are willing to share )  

and provide all the information needed.  Then 

either hand deliver or email to Sharon Jenson 

or Nancy Fritts, or just leave them in the CWF 

mailbox in the church office.  It s that simple.  

Now for the hard part ...we need              

VOLUNTEERS!! We need assistance in      

typing, proof reading and coordinating. This 

can be a fun and productive adventure,       

therefore the more help we have the better the 

outcome.   

Sarah Circle:  The ladies of the Sarah Circle 

met in July with 5 members present and they 

collected an offering of $65.00  Their next 

meeting will be held on Thursday, August 7th at 

7:30 PM in the home of Debbie Tibbits. 
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C M F  2008-09 Schedule 
 

Guest Speakers  

 

September 20th - Mike Phillips 

October 18th - Sandy Phillips 

November 15th - Visit a Jewish Temple  

                           w/ Dr. & Mrs. Barry Einhorn 

January 17th - Sally Wright 

February 21st - Dr. Justin Friberg 

March 21st - Diana Davenport 

April 18th - Tom Larson 

May 16th - Rebecca Currie 

Interested in another mission trip?  

World Outreach will be hosting an interest gathering 

session on Sunday, August 10th, immediately following 

worship.  We will be looking at a couple of options. 

1. Return to New Orleans to support the next phase of 

the clean-up and also check on the progress of Clay 

and John (the folks we worked with on the last trip). 

2. Go to the Midwest to assist in the clean-up from the 

floods. 

If you are interested in going, supporting, or just finding 

out more about it, please attend. 

ATTENTION  
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IN NEED OF PRAYER       

 
 
 

Sam Smith 

Heather Larson 

Terry Tucker 

Ethan Ward 

Rita Mahan 

Masil Jones 

Mary Wyatt 

Taylor Hayes Family 

John Milam 

Janice Deweese 

Doug Tatum 

Carl Loving 

Dennis White 

Lorraine Shea 

Marlene Whitehurst 

Mark Warren 

Dickie Hayes 

Dawn Price 

Debbie Johnson 

Betty McCrickard 

Jimmy Bracy 

Matthew Davis 

Tara Weinmann 

Ellen Nelson 

Sarah Crawford 

 

 

Dottie Redmon 

Robin Thomas 

Patrick Petty 

Lynne Thomas 

Fox Family 

Barbara Brown 

Jeff Prindle 

Lee Parker 

Nora Davenport 

Ron Riffle 

Brenda Lohse 

Gray Family 

Wilda Dyer 

Dawn Weiss 

Christie Bradley 

Jessica & Michael Gates 

Kristin & Anthony  

Williams 

Cavanaugh Family 

Sandy Phillips 

Phillips Family 

Branch Family 

Esther Daniel 

Joseph Irwin 

Bobby Ryder 

Ruth Blackman 

Rev. Glenn Weaver 

Dennis Davenport 

Al Hemby 

Sylvia Dickens 

Sandy Cotton 

Roland Thornton 

~Lectionary Readings for August 2008~  

 

          DATE       READINGS 

       August 3rd::            Genesis 32::22-31                                   

                                        Psalm 17:1-7, 15 

                                        Romans 9:1-5                                 

                                       Matthew 14:13-21 

                                         
 

       August 10th:           Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 

                                        Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b 

                                        Romans 10:5-15          

                                       Matthew 14:22-23 
 

       August 17th:           Genesis 45:1915  

                                        Psalm 133 

                                        Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

                                       Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28                                                                                            
     
      August 24th:            Exodus 1:8-2:10 

                             Psalm 124 

                                        Romans 12:1-8 

                                       Matthew 16:13-20 

  

      August 31st:             Exodus 3:1-15 

                                        Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c 

                                        Romans 12:9-21                

                                       Matthew 16:21-28   

SHUT - INS 

  

      
 

     The Hackler Family wishes to express their    
appreciation for the flowers, cards, words of        
comfort and most of all, your prayers. WSCC    
certainly has the most loving, understanding and 
considerate members we have ever been associated 
with. 

Thanks for caring,  Larry & Wanda Hackler 

    

  Christian Education would like to thank Carrie 
Kelly and Kelly Terry for heading up the VBS     
program this year. It was a great success as it    
always is. We also want to thank all those who 
gave of their time and talents. Vacation Bible 
School would not be possible if it were not for all of 
you.  The children collected $40.86 in offerings and 
a total of 106 non-perishable food items that were 
given to the OASIS in downtown Portsmouth. 

  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
Several of our graduate students were kind enough 
to send thank you cards to Rev. Brown and the 
congregation. They have been posted in the       
hallway between the Church Office and Rev. 
Brownõs office.  Please take a moment to read their 
words of gratitude. 

    In Sympathy 
        We wish to extend our sincere sympathy  

    to the family of 

Phyllis J. Nagy 

who passed away on June 16, 2008  

in Huntertown, Indiana 

and 

to the family of 

Perry Joseph Fox 

who passed away on June 24, 2008  

in Bluff City, Tennessee 



 

 

Teacher/Co -Teachers Needed  
 

 

 

 

 

Christian Education is in need of a teacher or 

co-teachers for the 3-5 year old Sunday school 

class starting in September.  It is a class full of 

very bright and loving children that need a lov-

ing and faithful teacher to help them grow in 

their Christian faith.  The children would really 

love having a male teacher too.  If you think 

this is something you would like to do or give a 
try, please       contact Pam Brown or Kim 

Powell as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 
    

                                                        As we continue to move  forward in the    

visioning process, we who are Elders along 

with our Minister, have discussed the need for 

a regular time of prayer to support future     

ministry opportunities. During the visioning 

process, all of our thoughts and inspiration 

were wrapped around prayer. 
     

                                                        We as a group think we should again be in 

prayer seeking Godõs direction and blessings 

as we move to the next step in our process.  It 

would also be a time to pray for our            

membership as well as any concerns we might 

have regarding our ministries and programs. 
    

                                                              There will be a meeting to determine the    

interest in such an endeavor on Sunday,    

September 7th, immediately after church to 

decide on a day and time.  

  

     I hope to see you at that time. 

 

 

David McCrickard 

Chairman, Elders 
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     The Transition Team continues its work to 

�K�H�O�S�� �:�H�V�W�� �6�L�G�H�� �´�/�L�Y�H�� �L�Q�W�R�� �R�X�U�� ���������� �9�L�V�L�R�Q��������
�5�H�S�R�U�W�µ���� �� �7�K�D�W�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V�� �K�H�O�S�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S��
and membership match their spiritual gifts with 

action plans and regular on-going opportunities 

to meet our Statement of Calling. 

     There are current needs for members to 

sign up to use their talents on three action 

plans described on the bulletin board outside 

the sanctuary.  We need 5 - 6 individuals who 

feel led to sign up for these opportunities. 

     In the next several weeks you have the    

opportunity to sign up to help the current 

committees accomplish their ongoing           

ministries.  There are plenty of opportunities 

for everyone.  The key is that we all have to do 

something.  You can volunteer for tasks in any 

area where you feel led.  You can work on 

tasks on different committees if you feel that is 

where your being called. 

     The success of the Vision Plan depends      

entirely on all members doing whatever it is 

that God has called them to do. 

     �3�U�D�\�� �I�R�U�� �*�R�G�·�V�� �K�H�O�S�� �L�Q�� �O�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �\�R�X�� �W�R�� �K�H�O�S������
Let go and let God use you.  Step out in faith 

and God will transform West Side. 

     Contact any Transition Team member with 

your input, comments and/or questions.  We 

need your help!  Continue to pray for West 

Side. 

Transition Team Members 

Diane Loftis, Chair 

Nathan Brown, Kitty Baker, Larry Hackler 

Jimmy Jarvis, Sharon Jenson 

Rosemary Lahy 

 

WELCOME  

 

 

West Side Christian Church  

Preschool & Kindergarten  

wishes to welcome our newest staff 
member 

Mrs. Jamie Walkup  
She will be teaching the  

Kindergarten class  


