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     Perhaps the most common biblical metaphor used for the church is òThe Body of 

Christ.ó  Paul discusses this metaphor at great depth in his writings to the early church.  

He writes that just as the body is comprised of many parts, all of which are necessary for 

the body to be fully functional, so too does the church have many parts, all of which are 

required in order that the church might live out healthy ministry.  Just like all metaphors, 

if taken to the extreme, the image breaks down.  Nevertheless, the basic point Paul 

makes is an important one: the church is comprised of a variety of people, all of whom 

are needed to further Godõs kingdom on earth. 

 

     In Eugene Petersonõs book, The Message, which is the New Testament translated into 

contemporary language, Peterson interprets Paulõs words in 1 Corinthians 12: òThe way 

God designed our bodies is a model for understanding our lives together as a church: 

every part dependent on every other part, the parts we mention and the parts we donõt, 

the parts we see and the parts we donõt.  If one part hurts, every other part is involved 

in the hurt, and in the healing.  If one part flourishes, every other part enters into       

exuberance.  You are Christõs bodyñthatõs who you are! 

 

     This month, the Visioning Team is going to remind West Side Christian Church of its 

calling to be òThe Body of Christ.ó  This means that YOU will be asked to be part of the 

ministry plans that will carry our congregation into the future.  Each individual connected 

to West Sideõs ministry is a part of Christõs body and, therefore, needed to fulfill the 

plans God has laid before us. 

 

     Some of you may think, òI am too young, too old, too weak, too timid, or even too 

immoral to participate in these ministry plans.ó  Each of us, as part of Christõs body, have 

different gifts we are able to give to the ministry of the church.  It might be as simple as 

the gift of being able to pray for West Side Christian Church.  It might be your          

commitment to the church through regular attendance and participation in worship and 

other programming.  It might be your ability to support the ministry of the church 

through generous financial giving.  Each of us is part of Christõs body.  Therefore, each of 

us play a role in how his ministry is carried out in the world. 

 

     Believe it or not, the furthering of Godõs kingdom is dependent upon the Church, just 

as we are dependent upon one another, as Christõs Body, to do the work to which God 

calls us.  Even as a broken people, even as a people who see ourselves as too old, too 

young, too weak, or too immoral, God still says to us, òYou are Christõs bodyñthatõs 

who you are!ó  As we begin to discuss the ministry plan presented by the Visioning Team 

later this month, may we join together as Christõs Body, recognizing each of our distinct 

roles in bringing to fruition Godõs plans for our future. 
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH  

Learning is the beginning of wealth. Learning is the beginning of health. Learning is the       

beginning of spirituality. Searching and learning is where the miracle process all begins.    

Jim Rohn, Author  

 

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH  

ò When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them,     because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a     

shepherd.  Then he said to his disciples.  ôThe harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.õ ò   

Matthew 9:36-37 
 

ñIt can be so easy to lose sight of the fact that God is constantly surrounding us with his love. 

And it can be just as easy to forget that he wants us to share that love! Jesus doesnôt simply 

wave his hand and fix everything; he has arranged it so that we are alive at a specific time 

and place, with specific talents that we are to use in building his kingdom. We are the answer 

to the disciplesô prayer to send out laborers into the harvest.ò   

Word Among Us  7-10 -07  
 

September is National Preparedness Month . Now is the time to collect information and resources and     

prepare yourself and your family for all types of emergencies. Preparing makes sense. The likelihood that 

you and your family will survive a house fire depends as much on having a working smoke detector and 

an exit strategy, as on a well - trained fire department. The same is true for surviving a terrorist attack or 

another emergency. We must have the tools and plans in place to make it on our own, at least for a     

period of time, no matter where we are when disaster strikes. The U.S. Department of Homeland         

Security urges all Americans to: get a kit of emergency supplies; make a plan for what you will do in an 

emergency; and be informed about what might happen. Preparing for the unexpected makes sense.    

                                                   Get Ready Now.   Build Your Basic Kit.                

The Red Cross Recommends:                                  

ÅA minimum three-day supply of nonperishable food and manual can opener  

ÅA minimum three-day supply of water, a gallon of water per person, per day  

ÅPortable, battery-powered radio or television, flashlight and extra batteries    

ÅFirst aid kit and manual  

ÅSanitation and hygiene items such as hand sanitizer, moist wipes and toilet paper  

ÅSpecial needs items such as prescription medications, eye glasses, contact lens solution and hearing aid 

batteries  

ÅPhotocopies of identification, credit cards, prescriptions and important documents in a sealed,           

waterproof container such as a freezer bag  

ÅCash and coins  

ÅPet supplies if you have a pet or service animal  

ÅAppropriate clothing and blankets for your climate 

Take time out before disaster strikes to build a kit, make your plan and get informed. It is easy to be     

prepared for everything, from power outages and home fires to hurricanes and winter storms, if you start 

now. National Preparedness Month reminds us that preparedness information is important for everyone, 

not just seniors and those with disabilities.   

But I will sing of your strength, in the morning I will sing of your love;  

for you are my fortress, my refuge in times of trouble.  

 Psalm 59:16 NIV  

 

 

 Mary W. Peris, Parish Nurse 
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CWF  

Reports  
 
 

LYDIA CIRCLE:   
The Lydia Circle met on August 2nd with 7 
members and 1 guest present.  They  collected an  
offering of $38.00 and used their talents with 1 
teaching and 1 leading. Lydia also provided     
outreach by contacting 32 through cards, calls 
and visits.  They also read 3 Daily Devotionals 
and 1 Regional Paper. Their next meeting will be 
held on Thursday, September 6th at 10:00 a.m. 
in the church fellowship center.   
 
REBEKAH CIRCLE:  
The Rebekah Circle met in August with 7   
members present.  They collected an offering of 
$58.00 and used their talents with 2 teaching. 
They also provided outreach by  contacting 60 
through cooking, crafts and  calls. Rebekah read 
10 books, 4 Regional Papers, 6 Daily Devotionals 
and 2 Disciple Papers. They also worked on 1 
C.W.F  service project, 3 with First Sunday 
lunch and 3 with transportation.  Their August  
meeting will be on Thursday, September 6th. 
 
SARAH CIRCLE:  
Sarah Circle will meet on Thursday, September 
6th, 7:30 PM at the home of Brenda Hayth. 

Considering Membership  

at West Side?  

 

Have you been attending West Side for 

some time, but have yet to take that 

step into  membership?   

Have you visited worship, but have more  

questions about West Sideôs Ministry?   

Do you have questions about what                

membership might entail in a Disciples 

of Christ church?   

If you have answered YES to any of 

these questions, then we would like to 

invite YOU to a special dinner at the 

home of  

Revs. Nathan & Marion Brown,   

Thursday, September 20th at 6:30 PM  

Come for a time of no -pressure            

fellowship and good food!  Other 

West Side members will be on hand to 

answer any questions you may have and 

to join in the fun.  

There is a sign up sheet posted on the 

information board in the gathering 

area.  

Please Sign up  by  

 Sunday, September 16th  

We look forward to seeing you !  

Prayer Breakfast  
On Saturday, September 15th at 8:00 AM, the Christian Menõs Fellowship will kick off its new season.  As you know WSCCõs    

Visioning Team is on the brink of launching a new and exciting program and need our prayers for its success.  A group of selected 

Christians will lead us in prayer for the following:  a prayer of thanksgiving for blessings received; success on implementing the   

Visioning Team objectives; the health and welfare of WSCC; our military in Iraq and other parts of the world; world outreach    

programs, missions, world leaders, peacemakers and caregivers and our Youth as they prepare to assume the awesome tasks of 

adult leadership. 

Come and enjoy another delicious breakfast prepared by Chef Cornwell and his crew.  Afterwards, we will join in a silent prayer 

with those praying for the above subjects.  Everyone is always invited to our CMF Breakfasts.  Parish Nurse, Mary Peris will be at 

our breakfast meetings each month to take your Blood Pressure as well as do Sugar Screenings.   

Please RSVP by September 13th to Larry Hackler (488-5997) or the church office (488-0514).   

 

2007-08 CMF SCHEDULE  

Sept. 15th - Group Prayers  

Oct. 20th - The Keim Center a non-profit Christian resource center providing free Crisis Counseling, Adoption Information;     

Abstinence Education; Medical and Legal information, etc. (Beth Branch) 

Nov. 17th - All you wanted to know about Judaism, Part II  (Dr. & Mrs. Barry Einhorn) 

Dec. 15th - Vacant  (Merry Christmas!) 

Jan. 19th - China Trip (Diana Davenport) 

Feb. 16th -  Deserts and Christianity (Justin Friberg) 

Mar. 15th -  TBA (Tom Larson) 

Apr. 19th - Housing Options for Seniors and how to pay (Rebecca Curry) 

May 17th - Vacant 

No meetings in the months of June, July & August  
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IN NEED OF PRAYER       

SHUT-INS 

Gray Family 

Don Bryan 

Maureen Powers 

Heather Massey 

Kristin & Anthony 

Williams 

Dawn Weiss 

Cavanaugh Family 

Fritts Family 

Orid Graves 

Logan Osborn 

Branch Family 

Margie Robinson 

Myrtle Henderson 

Esther Daniel 

Melodie Bronson 

Elnora Phillips 

Sarah Crawford 

Bobby Ryder 

Bill Wagner 

Chris Louer 

Tara Weinmann 

Jay Naclerio 

Polly Logan 

Claudia Thompson 

Chris Larson Family 

Tanya Wells 

Michael & Jessica Gates 

Wilda Dyer 

Christie Bradley 

Al Hemby 

Sandy Phillips 

Phelps Family 

Pat Price 

Phillips Family 

Charles Wheeler 

Judy Kelly 

Ben Adderholdt 

Pat Henderson 

JoAnna Best 

Powell Family 

Joseph Irwin 

Frankie Louer 

Ellen Nelson 

Masil Jones 

Connie Hutto 

 

Ruth Blackman 

Rev. Glenn Weaver 

Dennis Davenport 

Sylvia Dickens 

Sandy Cotton 

Roland Thornton 

 
 
 

 
 

September 8                  Regional Nominating Committee 
                                       Lynchburg, VA 
 

September 7-9               Fall Spiritual Growth Retreat 
                                       Craig Springs 

 

September 18                 District VIII Clergy  10:00 AM 
 

September 30                District VIII Board Meeting 
                                       First Christian Church Hampton 

    Visioning Team Brief 
    The Visioning Team has tried to keep West Side     

members informed on the teamõs mission and progress 

through VT Briefs, the bulletin board, banners and    

being available to receive input or answer questions.  

Hopefully, we have helped keep alive the enthusiasm, 

excitement and participation exhibited in the           

Congregational information meetings. The team        

continues to be very enthusiastic and excited.  We are 

now on the òlaunch padó preparing our report format, 

first ministry opportunities, action plans and structure 

for follow through. Report òlift offó will begin this 

month.  This òlift off/launchó will be like no other!  It 

will not  be like the usual where a few team members 

climb aboard and everyone else sits back to watch.  As 

stated in a previous VT Brief, the success of this plan 

will require some effects from  all West Side members.  

Important dates are: 

¶ September 9th - Admin. Cabinet w/ VT 

¶ Town Hall Meetings:   

                      September 18th at 7:00 PM 

                      September 20th at 10:00 AM 

                      September 23rd following worship 

     The town hall meetings scheduled are your            

opportunity to have conversation with the VT about 

the ministry plan.  Three opportunities have been given 

so that everyone can participate in the conversation.  

The final draft will be discussed at the October Board 

Meeting and the congregation will vote on the plan on 

October 14th following worship. 

     Please continue to pray for the Visioning Team, the 

future of West Side and for all who will be willing to 

step outside their comfort zone to serve where needed. 

 

STATEMENT OF CALLING 
 

West Side Christian Church is a faithful and caring 

church family committed to making disciples of Jesus 

Christ in our church, our community, and our world. 

 

Church:  Equip our church family through spiritual 

growth and leadership development. 

Community:  Share the love of Christ through service. 

World:  Witness through support of Discipleõ missions. 

 

- Mary Cornwell 

 

Team Members: 

Nathan Brown         Dave McCrickard     

Jimmy Jarvis           Mary Redmon 

Mary Cornwall         Tom Larson  

Brendon McNelis      Erin Ripley             

Fran Gray 
                      

               vision@westsideccdoc.org 

               

                        SERVING LUNCH AT OASIS                        

        Tuesday, September 25th  

               9:30 am ð2:00 pm  

      Meet at West Side to carpool  




