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A Note from Rev Brown! 1

My wife, Marion, loves math and science. She prefers using formulas, equations, and
rules to find answers. Marion often speaks fondly of the year she taught math in a Baton
Rouge high school. In fact, Marion says that if she were not in ministry, she would
probably enjoy teaching math or chemistry again. The other day she said, “I just like

black and white answers. There is something settling about knowing that |+1 =2.”

Upon her entry into Divinity School, Marion quickly learned that formulas, equations,
and rules were not used or even discussed in studying theology. Rather than having
answers, she learned that theology raised more questions. In her studies, Marion found
that the black and white she enjoyed in the disciplines of math and science seemed to
fade into gray. However, the more time she spent in the gray, the more she came to

appreciate the gray.

Marion’s story is no different than mine, with the exception of the passion for math
and science. For some reason those particular subjects never appealed to me.
Nevertheless, my human instinct has always been to prefer black and white answers. |
have always found black and white answers to make life easier. Answers orient our
world. They allow us to structure a worldview and make sense of ourselves in that
world. We rely on answers for stability and assurance. Yet, if you are like Marion and
me, at some point you realize that your faith journey tends to raise more questions than

it does answers. Our experiences inevitably lead us into the gray.

As West Side Christian Church begins to live into the Vision that God has laid before
us, it will be important that we come to appreciate the gray. While we will want
immediate answers and yearn for the black and white, much of our time, especially in the
beginning, will be lived in the gray. As we raise important questions, test different ideas,
succeed, fail, and continually pray for God’s guidance, we will be led into some gray
areas. Butisn’t the Christian journey one of “living the questions?” Isn’t our faith in God
a faith that calls us to ask questions, test new ideas, succeed, and fail, all while continually

seeking God’s guidance?

It never ceases to amaze me how Marion and | ended up together. We obviously
would not have enjoyed the same subjects in high school. Our minds tend to think in
different ways. She is a Cajun. | am a Hoosier. Thus, | am in awe of the gift | have been
given in Marion as my spouse and ministry partner. | am always asking questions like,
“Why do | deserve such a wonderful person? What do | have to offer her? Why has

God given me such an amazing individual to love and by which to be loved? Why me?”
| do not have the answers to these questions. They are certainly not questions for

which there are black and white answers. However, the gift of love has led me to
appreciate the gray. For it is in the gray that | have come to learn more about this gift;

specifically, how it is that | can give it and receive it more graciously.

Peace,

Zev. NNathan Grown
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October 7: October is Clergy Appreciation Month

Take time to thank your Pastor for the work he/she does in the
name of Christ. Gifts that promote the health and wellness of our
leaders might include: membership to a gym, an extra vacation day
during the remainder of the year, gift certificate for walking shoes,
free babysitting, etc.—all are welcome, however cards are also

greatly appreciated.

October 14: October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month

“Breast cancer prevention starts with your own health habits—
such as staying physically active, limiting alcohol and eating right.
Can healthy eating and regular exercise really contribute to breast
cancer prevention?! So far, the evidence says yes. What’s more, if
you combine these risk-reducing habits with limiting your
exposure to substances that promote the disease, you'll benefit
even more. When it comes to breast cancer prevention, the risks
you can’t control—such as your age and genetic makeup—may
loom large. But there are some breast cancer prevention steps
you can always take on your own. Although these measures
provide no guarantee that you won’t develop the disease, they'll
give you a start toward breast cancer prevention.” (Mayo Clinic)
As a footnote to all you men: although your risk factor of
developing breast cancer is not as great as women, you are still at

risk!

October 21: How loud is too loud?

According to Harvard Medical School’s HEALTH beat, your ears
should be protected from sounds that are louder than 80 decibels.

Listed are a few sounds for comparison:

Watch ticking - 20

Leaves rustling - 40
Street noise - 50

Normal Conversation - 60
Car alarm - 70

Whispering - 30
Refrigerator - 40
Dishwasher - 60
Alarm clock - 70
Garbage Disposal - 80

Vacuum - 80 Lawn Mower - 90

Diesel Truck - 100 Subway - 100

Chain saw - 100 Rock concert - 120

Plane propeller - 120 Portable radio at full volume - 120
Air raid siren - 130 Jet -130

Shotgun blast - 140 Explosion - 140

October 28: Did you know that your shoe size changes as
you get older?

As we age, our feet typically lose some of the padding along the
sole of the foot, causing the foot to become slightly longer and
wider, so you may want to consider having them measured every

year or two.

Let us approachs the throne of grace with
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find
grace to help us in our time of need”

FHebrews 4:16 (NTV)

Mary w. Perils, Partsh Nurse

[ ~~~~H
CWF Repoxrts:
LYDIA CIRCLE:

The Lydia Circle met on September
6th with 7 members present. They
collected an offering of $33.00 and
used their talents with 1 teaching and
1 leading. Lydia also provided out-
reach by contacting 49 through cards,
calls and visits. They also read 3 Daily
Devotionals and 5 Regional Papers.
Their next meeting will be held on
Thursday, October 4th at 10:00 AM in

the church fellowship center.

REBEKAH CIRCLE:
Rebekah
Thursday, October 4th at 7:30 PM in

the fellowship center with Frances

Circle will meet on

Wells hosting.
SARAH CIRCLE:

Sarah Circle will meet on Thursday,
October 4th at 7:30 PM with Jennifer

Larson hosting.

*¢ & & o o

Talents for Missions
Saturday, November 3rd

Ladies, please be working on
your crafts

[ )
@— ﬂ
I SERVING LUNCH AT OASIS I

Tuesday, October 30th |

9:30 am—2:00 pm
Please sign up on the information
board in the foyer if you can help.

We will meet at West Side to carpool.

[
[
[
="
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CMF News

Prayer Breakfast

On Saturday, October 20th, Mr. Toby DeBause, Executive Director of the Crisis Pregnancy Center (CPC) of Tidewater will be
our guest speaker at the CMF breakfast meeting. Toby grew up in Portsmouth, where he attended Wilson High School. In 1993,

he received his Bachelor of Science degree in Religion from Liberty University.

In 1995, Toby was introduced to the ministry of the Crisis Pregnancy Center. He immediately understood that this was of the
most relevant ministry of our time. He began working with the CPC as a volunteer and in June of 2000, joined the staff as the

Executive Director.

Toby is married and the father of 4 beautiful children, and resides in Chesapeake.

He is passionate about serving Christ and has a strong desire to protect those pre-born children. CPC is dedicated to affirming
life by bringing hope, compassion and truth to women and families involved in crisis related pregnancies.

Please plan to attend and hear Mr. DeBause express his views and concerns on this subject.

Please RSVP to the church office by Wednesday, October 17th
2007-08 CMF SCHEDULE

Nov. |17th - All you wanted to know about Judaism, Part Il (Dr. & Mrs. Barry Einhorn)
Dec. I5th - Vacant (Merry Christmas!)

Jan. 19th - China Trip (Diana Davenport)

Feb. 16th - Deserts and Christianity (Justin Friberg)

Mar. 15th - TBA (Tom Larson)

Apr. 19th - Housing Options for Seniors and how to pay (Rebecca Curry)

May 17th - Vacant

No meetings in the months of June, July & August

Visioning Team Brief @ @

The Visioning Team has now completed three Town ~NEW PEW BIBLES~

Hall meetings for review of the draft report and to

receive input/comments from members. The final draft
report will go to the Board in October and to the
Congregation on October 14th. You still have time to
get a copy of the draft, review it and call any Visioning
Team member with your questions or comments.

We need your input!

Please continue to pray for our church and for us to

“Claim God’s Vision” for West Side.

~Jimmy Jarvis The Worship Committee
has purchased new pew
Bibles for our sanctuary,
using memorial donation

funds.
We hope that you will
find these Bibles helpful

in our worship services.

Team Members:

Nathan Brown Dave McCrickard

Jimmy Jarvis Mary Redmon
Mary Cornwall Tom Larson

Brendon McNelis  Erin Ripley

vision@westsideccdoc.org < @ )

Fran Gray
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~Lectionary Readings for October 2007~ IN NEED OF PRAYER
DATE READINGS _ .
Gray Family Claudia Thompson
October 7th: Lamentations 1:1-6 Don Bryan Chris Larson Famﬂy
Psalm 137 . .
2 Timothy 1:1-14 Maureen Powers Michael & Jessica Gates
Luke 17:5-10 Heather Massey Wilda Dyer
October 14th: Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 Kristin & Anthony Christie Bradley
Psalm 66:1-12 Williams Al Hemby
2 Timothy 2:8-15
Luke 17:11-19 Dawn Weiss Sandy Phillips
October 21st: Jeremiah 31:27-34 Cavamengin [Fasily Pielips [Faruily
Psalm 119:97-104 Fritts Family Pat Price
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 e .
Luke 18:1-8 Logan Osborn Phillips Family
Branch Family Chatles Wheeler
October 28th: Joel 2:23-32 . .
Psalm 65 Margie Robinson Judy Kelly
2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18 Myrtle Henderson Ben Adderholdt
Luke 18:9-14 Esther Daniel Pat Henderson
Melodie Bronson JoAnna Best
Elnora Phillips Powell Family
) Sarah Crawford Joseph Irwin
A Bobby Ryder Ellen Nelson
Bill Wagner Masil Jones
T i ie H
October 19th - 21st:  38th Annual CWF Retreat ara We‘n@ann Connie Hutto
Blackstone, Virginia Jay Naclerio
October 25th: District Men’s Quarterly Meeting
Hilton Korean CC SHUT—INS
6:30 PM
November 4th: District VIIl Assembly Ruth Blackman Sylvia Dickens
Hilton Korean CC Rev. Glenn Weaver Sandy Cotton
2:30 PM Dennis Davenport Roland Thornton

) ) )

Elder's Yowrnal
A 9 think about the calling to the Eldenships. T find myself aloo thinking about low being an Elder and a
Parcot Nunse parallel oue ancther. The call to these tuwo ministrces i¢ one of fresence, caring and wholeness.

Whien visiting in the liome and fraying with a famddy. we dhare the Lord ¢ Suppen together. Many times we
Join biands and call for the Great Physician to be with us, heal us and lead ws into wholencss with Him. Sometimes
Just a listening earn can help nestone oun wholeneds.

Juct ae we ane ouc in the body of (Clnict, we are intericlated with cach other. Tegether we are on a jounncy

Carning o sharing in each other lives. (Unist hae set the example for ws. We are all called to follow in Fie
footstepe

be lept Uamelese at the coming of cun Lord feous (nist. ~ 1 Thessaloncans 5:25

Yoans in Phiniot's Serucce,
Wany Peris, Elden
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An INVITATION for FIRST SUNDAY LUNCH

FOOD, FELLOWSHIP, AND FUN!! Join us for lunch on Sunday, October 7th

immediately following worship service.
Who: Church Family and Friends

Chef Cornwell will prepare his
What: Potluck Dinner special Fried Chicken.
Cost is $5.00 Adults

$2.50 Children
Where: Church Fellowship Center Under 6 FREE

Why: Come to eat, and hear our guest speaker, Please RSVP to the church office by
Wednesday, October 26th

When: Saturday evening, October |3th, 6:30 PM

Portsmouth Native and Author: Polly Boyette

Hear about her humorous experiences in life’s

(mis)adventures on and off the mission field.
She recently published her first book:

Life Is a Buffet, So Save Room for Dessert

How: Gather the whole family and some special
friends, be here at 6:30 PM

Please bring 2 dishes to share (meat, vegetable or

fruit)

Desserts will be provided. Newsletter Deadline
2

Information provided by I B\'ﬂ‘é\ Wednesday

The Evangelism and Membership Committees QQQ&A October 24th

<\‘\‘\‘\‘\\‘\‘\‘\\\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\\‘VV\\\‘VVVV\‘\\‘}
S CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED el
;: Monday, October 8th $
f\ In observance of Columbus Day (:
> 4
NAAAALLL PP LS LSS PP LSS S LSS

WSCC Preschool & Kindergarten

West Side Christian Church Preschool & Kindergarten would like to

welcome their newest staff member
Mrs. Michelle Cyr
Please drop by and say Hello!

Our school is in full swing and we would like to convey a big THANK YOU!
to Norman Dickens and Dave Tugwell for their help in fixing the training wheels on a preschoolers bike.
We were also glad to have Steve Gray and Norman come down to visit our children and to thank them for making some minor

Repairs. Also, thank you Norman for installing a pencil sharpener in the Kindergarten classroom.

EEE A B A A S T S . .

Please help out the Preschool and Children’s Department of West Side by saving your ABC receipts from Farm Fresh.

Please see Kelly Terry for more information.

e

TN
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REMINDERS &

Administrative Cabinet:
Sunday, October 7th @ 1:30 PM

Official Board:
Tuesday, October 9th @ 7:00 PM

Worship Committee:
Wednesday, October 10th @ 6:00 PM

Congregational Meeting w/VT:
Sunday, October [4th @ 12:30 PM

Elders:
Tuesday, October 16th @ 7:30 PM

Pastoral Relations:
Wednesday, October |7th @ 6:00 PM

o
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Dear West Side Members,

On behalf of the Gray Family, we would

like to thank, the congregation for all the
cards, food, visits, prayers and support during
the passing of our loved one, Juanita.

It means a lot to my family that you care so
much. Thank,you again and may God bless

you all.

I n Christds | ove,
Belinda Gray < Family

Dear West Side,

I am extremely grateful for the
Scholarship I received after graduation. Ever
since graduation, I have been working a lot

and trying to save money for a car and °

college. I put my scholarship money in the
bank and plan to use it to pay for some of my

classes when I return to school in the spring.

I was overwhelmed with happiness to find
out that I was still in your hearts and :

thoughts, even though I live so far way.
Thank you again

visit.

Stincerely,

Joshua Thornton

T8
%

October

2nd: David McCrickard
7th: Bob Nutting
8th: Garland Cook
Kevin Wyatt
12th: Mary Peris
14th: Emily Nutting
15th: Kristen Brown
Courtney Brown
16th: Mary Bond
19th: Joe Antonucci
23rd: David Kays
24th: Ruth Blackman
Bubba Jenson
25th: Heather Massey
26th: Masil Jones
27th: Tom Larson
Connor Gardner
28th: Dee Ann Acors
31st: Ben Jarvis

NOTE:If your birthday was overlooked, we do
apologize and want to correct any mistakes.

Please contact Trish with any correction or
additions.

nnnauunnaaaaanunnaannaaaaaannnag
0 Come, Chri sg

; . J4J
Join to SI nig!

SHS

Our choir needs you to help expand the
range of musical offerings for Sunday

worship.
Please join us as we work on new and

familiar music and begin preparing for
Advent and Christmas.

You don’t have to read music;
you just need to enjoy it, along with
some great fellowship.

We meet on Wednesday evenings at
7:15PM

Come and join us !

(2)

Hope to see you soon,

bbb b b by i i i b b b e i i br v e i e i v e Ee e v v v e Ee e e B v B e e B B v e B
SO GGGYHGGGUYGGGYGTGGGGITGGGYGGILGGGGTLGGYa

9949494943494390343030303030383INNRNRNRNRNRNRNRNRNRNRNRNRA

Birtiugoyl|0s
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GENTLE REMINDER ¢

When parking on the left side of the
church in the grassy areas,

please try to refrain from parking on the
side closest to the sidewalk unless you

are loading or un-loading at the kitchen
doors.

Please observe the parking signs and
use the area left of the trees.

The Property Committee would
appreciate your cooperation.
Thank You !

When using the church office,

PLEASE take care to leave the office in
the condition you found it.

Also..
The office computer IS NOT to be turned
off for any reason.

The system is networked to outside
computers

and if the church computer is turned off
the networked computers will
not be able to connect to the system.
And...
When leaving items specifically for
Trish, please place them in
her desktop In-Box.

Thanks !

6

N/
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WOW!!

After a dormant summer the Seeker’s have really jumped
into things at full strength. We celebrated the last day of
August with dinner at the home of Rev’s. Nathan & Marion
Brown. Special thanks to Jennifer & Tom Larson for
creating an adventurous digital camera scavenger hunt that
sent us flying through the city of Newport News. The big
rule was that each member of the team must be in each
picture. You would never guess that wasn’t a prize involved

because the two teams only had one thing on their minds.
WINNING!

Each team set out with a list of tasks such as: washing the
windows on a stranger’s car at a gas station, piling into a
shower display at Lowe’s while singing the classic Singing in
the Rain, and sitting in a canoe in the middle of Dick’s
Sporting Goods. In the end it was a tie, but we achieved

the most important goal.
We All Had FUN!

Shannon & Michael Stidham invited everyone over for a
cookout on September |5th. The night was spent enjoying
the crisp pre-autumn breeze, eating delicious food, and best
of all, socializing with good friends. All in all, it was a

perfect evening.

September also brought a change for Sunday school. Our
class has joined with the Fellowship class for a gender
specific study. The women’s class is using the vivid biblical
novel The Red Tent by Anita Diamant. Rosemary Lahy is
doing a wonderful job as the leader of this diverse group of
ladies through the intense discussions. If you haven’t been
to a Seeker’s class or event, it’s time that you do. What's

the worse thing that could happen? You'll love us!

OCTOBER I19TH @ 7:30 PM

Mystery Dinner Theater

“Murder at the Family Reunion”
$37.00 per person
Four-course Dinner & Show
RSVP by September | 6th
For more information contact

Kelly Terry 532-5554
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2007 DISTRICT VIII ASSEMBLY
OF THE
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

(Disciples of Christ in Virginia)

SGDLDY9

HOSTED BY: Hilton Korean Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

AT: Hilton Christian Church

100 James River Drive
Newport News, VA
WHEN: Sunday, November 4th
2:00 PM - Registration Begins*
3:00 PM - Age Group Workshops
4:30 PM - Business Session
5:00 PM - Dinner/Music
6:30 PM - Assembly Worship

The 2007 District VIII Assembly will be an inclusive family friendly event for people

of all ages

9@ Ok bd
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Pre-Registration Form2007 District VIII Assembly

Sunday, November 4th

Assembly Program 2:00 PM to 7:30 PM

Please send one registration form for each person who plans to attend the assembly.

NAME;
CHURCH;
ADDRESS;
CITY/ST/ZIP:
PHONE:

PROGRAM AREA REGISTRATION;

Adult (Reg. Fee $5.00)

__ Older Youth (9th-12th grade) (Reg. Fee $5.00)
__ Younger Youth (6th-8th grade) (Reg. Fee $5.00)
_ Children (K-5th grade) (No Reg. Fee)
Preschool (Ages 3-4) (No Reg. Fee)

Nursery (Ages 0-2) (No Reg. Fee)

MEAL REGISTRATION:

Adult/Youth Meal Registration ($5.00)
Youth Meal Registration ($5.00)

Child Meal (5th grade and under) (Free)

PLEASE CHECK MEAL PREFERENCE: Korean Meal

PRE-REGISTRATION DEADLINE: October 22, 2007

In order to plan for the expanded program and meal preparation for this event, we need to have an accurate count of those

who plan to attend.

Hot Dog Mean

COME AND CELEBRATE O0A PLACE AT THE TABLE FORI

_________________________J

akd
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