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Peace,  

 

 

     Later this month, you will be receiving the annual stewardship letter from my office, 

encouraging you to give to the ministry of West Side Christian Church.  However, the 

language used in this yearõs letter will be different.  No, it will not be written in Spanish 

or German.  I am referring to semantics.  Rather than asking you to òprayerfully consider 

giving financially,ó you will be asked to òdiscern your gifts for ministry.ó 

 

     This change is subtle.  Nevertheless, our language shapes the way we think and act.  

Language is a powerful medium through which profound change can take place.  Believe 

it or not, even subtle differences in what we say and how we say it can inform the way 

we live in the world. 

 

     Thus, in asking you to òdiscern your gifts for ministry,ó rather than to òprayerfully 

consider giving financially,ó I am distinguishing between two kinds of stewardship.  One 

kind of stewardship requires that individuals make an offering to God.  Another           

understanding of stewardship requires that our entire lives become an offering to God. 

 

     On October 14th, at our congregational meeting, West Side Christian Church       

unanimously approved the visioning plans for the future of our congregation.  At the 

heart of these plans is intentional, on-going discernment on the part of every individual 

member to assess gifts you have the ability to share in ministry. 

 

     Everything that we have, we hold by the grace of God--our time, our talents, our     

resources, and our relationships.  Thus, we have all been given gifts for ministry.  God is 

the giver of all gifts, and we are created in the image of God; therefore, God expects us 

to be givers as well.  This giving is not just about an annual pledge drive.  It is not just 

about making an offering to God.  Rather, being a faithful steward is about becoming an 

offering to God.  It is about giving our lives, with all our varied gifts, to service in the 

name of Jesus Christ. 

 

     Is God calling you to more consistent attendance in worship?  Is God calling you to 

increase your financial giving?  Is God calling you to begin a new ministry in the           

community?  Is God calling you to participate in Sunday school?  Is God calling you to an 

ongoing ministry of our congregation? 

 

     Pray, come to worship, and participate in the upcoming workshops, studies, and 

other opportunities for gifts discernment and assessment.  These opportunities will      

provide the tools to discern where God might be calling you, while also equipping you 

with a new language with which to talk about your church and your faith.  Discerning our 

gifts and learning these subtle differences in language will move us toward the more      

profound difference between being church members and being disciples of Jesus Christ. 

                          

 

                         Rev. Nathan Brown                           
______________________________________________ 

Dick, Dan R. ñThe Care and Feeding of Faithful Stewards.ò The Clergy Journal. Vol. LXXXIII, 

No. 9.  Inver Grove Heights: Logos Productions, September 2007. Pg. 7. 
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NATIONAL ALZHEIMERõS DISEASE AND                        

NATIONAL CAREGIVERS MONTH  

An Alzheimerõs Patientõs Point of View 

Dear Friend, Oh, how can this be, You and I are losing me.  

Some day soon, Maybe morning, Maybe noon  

I will no longer be the me, You and I know as me.  

I ask, what is happening to me, And the answer seems to be  

Words and thoughts frequently scramble.  

O, how can this be, You and I are losing me.  

What do you see when you look into my eyes?  

And neighbors just to pry?  Confusion, hurt, help me pray,  

For I am ill and not insane.  Oh Lord, help me pray,  

And this is what He seems to say,  

òFear not child, I will come and take you home, 

To be with me for all eternity.ó 

What can we do from losing me?  òNothingó say the experts. 

But in my confusion and foggy state, To you I plea,  

òLove me, Remember me, Help me to be 

All that I can be, For as long as I can be  

The me we know as meó 

(by Janis Hogan Aplin)  

òI hope you will be patient with meé..ó(2 Corinthians 1ó1a, NLT) 

òCome to me, all who labor and are heavy laden,  

and I will give you rest.ó (Matthew 11:28 RSV) 

NOVEMBER IS ALSO AMERICAN DIABETES MONTH  

The National Foundation for Infectious Diseases stresses the need for 

increased Influenza Vaccinations among Americans with Diabetes! 

òPeople with diabetes may have impaired immune systems that put them 

at higher risk of serious complications from influenza,ó said  William 

Schaffner, MD, NFID Vice President.  òInfluenza infection can interfere 

with blood sugar control, leading to low or high blood sugar and in some 

cases, even diabetic coma.  Studies have shown influenza vaccination    

protects people with diabetes.  All health care professionals who serve 

patients with diabetes need to step up their efforts to assure that every 

patient with diabetes is protected against influenza.ó 

òA warning given by an experienced person to someone willing to listen is more 

valuable then...jewelry made of the finest gold.ó   

Proverbs 25:12 TEV 

òAs we look forward to this time with family and friends over 

dinner tables that abound with plenty, may we take time to stop 

and be grateful for all we have and for the One Who has supplied 

it!ó  (Unknown Author) 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!  

 

 

 Mary W. Peris, Parish Nurse 

CWF Reports:  
 
 

LYDIA CIRCLE:   

The Lydia Circle met on October 4th with 

6 members present. They collected an  

offering of $22.00 and used their talents 

with 1 teaching. Lydia also provided      

outreach by contacting 34 through cards, 

calls and visits. They read 3 Daily          

Devotionals and 3 Regional Papers and 1 

book. Their next meeting will be held on 

Thursday, November 1st at 10:00 AM in 

the church fellowship center.   
 

REBEKAH CIRCLE:  

Rebekah Circle will meet on       

Thursday, November 1st at 7:30 PM. 
 

SARAH CIRCLE:  

Sarah Circle will meet on Thursday, 

November 8th at 7:30 PM.   
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    Visioning Team Brief 
 

On October 14, 2007, the congregation approved the 

Visioning Team report and the vision plan for our 

church.  Approval is the beginning of the process. 

Now we need to begin our spiritual gifts/talents     

assessment and enthusiastically move forward.   

Thanks to the Visioning Team for their devoted    

efforts. 

Please pray for the plan and how you can get         

involved.  It will take time, talents and resources of 

every member to move forward with our             

transformation. Look for upcoming dates and             

opportunities to be a part of the transformation 

process. 

~Jimmy Jarvis  

 

 

Team Members: 

Nathan Brown         Dave McCrickard     

Jimmy Jarvis           Mary Redmon 

Mary Cornwall         Tom Larson  

Brendon McNelis      Erin Ripley             

Fran Gray 
                      

               vision@westsideccdoc.org 
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Prayer Breakfast  
 

     On Saturday, November 17th at 8:00 AM, Mr. Barry Einhorn (Pediatric Dentist, Retired) and his lovely 

wife, Lois, have once again agreed to be our guest speakers at the CMF breakfast meeting.  The Einhorns 

live in Norfolk and are enjoying the retired life.  However, both are very active in their Synagogue and with       

numerous community organizations.  Barry is an avid golfer as well.  Dr. Einhorn graduated from the MCV 

School of Dentistry.  He and Lois were high school classmates and have been married for 55 years. They 

have one daughter, one son and four grandchildren. 

     You may recall that Barry was our guest speaker last November.  His topic was òAll You Ever Wanted 

To Know About Judaism, But Were Afraid To Askó.  There was so much interest, it was decided to bring 

him back for another session.  His topic this time will be òAll You Ever Wanted To Know About Judaismé., 

Part IIó. 

     Plan to attend and hear Dr. & Mrs. Einhornõs discussion concerning Judaism.  Afterwards, they will have 

an open dialogue with us to answer questions. 

Please RSVP by Wednesday, November 14th  
    

2007-08 CMF SCHEDULE  

Dec. 15th - Vacant  (Merry Christmas!) 

Jan. 19th - China Trip (Diana Davenport) 

Feb. 16th -  Deserts and Christianity (Justin Friberg) 

Mar. 15th -  TBA (Tom Larson) 

Apr. 19th - Housing Options for Seniors and how to pay (Rebecca Curry) 

May 17th - Vacant 

During worship on November 18th, West Side Christian Church will not only recognize Thanksgiving Sunday, 

but will also celebrate Bread for the World Sunday.  While giving thanks for the abundance of bread in our 

lives, we will also join with churches and worshipping communities across the country as we rededicate    

ourselves to ending hunger in God's world.  Bread for the World Sunday is an opportunity for congregations 

to give thanks for the work of Bread for the World, which is an organization that has enabled so many to be 

effective advocates for hungry people.  It is a chance to pray for those in need and to renew our commitment 

to share our abundance with others. 

In addition to praying for the hungry on this day, we will also begin collecting groceries to aid in a specific 

ministry in our community that aims to alleviate hunger.  Beginning on November 18th and throughout the 

Advent Season, we will partner with Oasis in their ministry to Senior Citizens in need.  On the third         

Saturday of each month, Oasis delivers bags of groceries to elderly in the community who cannot afford or 

do not have the means to acquire basic necessities.  Beginning on Bread for the World Sunday and on each 

Sunday in Advent, families will be asked to bring specific items for this ministry.  At Christmas time, we will 

donate these items to Oasis.  Then, in January, we will help bag and deliver groceries for this ministry.  A list 

of the items designated for each Sunday is provided below.  The items can be placed under the Christmas 

tree in the back of the sanctuary.  Thank you for your support. 

 

November 18 th :   PEANUT BUTTER, JELLY, JUICE  

November 25 th :   SOUP, CANNED VEGETABLES, CANNED FRUIT  

December 2 nd:    CEREAL, MACARONI AND CHEESE, CANNED MEAT (SPAM, CORNED BEEF ETC.)  

December 9 th :     TUNA, SPAGHETTI SAUCE, SPAGHETTI  

December 16 th :   JELL-O, PORK AND BEANS, CORNBREAD MIX  

December 23:     RICE, DRY BEANS, DRY MILK  
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IN NEED OF PRAYER       

 

Lois DeVeas 

Gray Family 

Don Bryan 

Maureen Powers 

Kristin & Anthony 

Williams 

Dawn Weiss 

Cavanaugh Family 

Fritts Family 

Logan Osborn 

Branch Family 

Margie Robinson 

Myrtle Henderson 

Esther Daniel 

Melodie Bronson 

Sarah Crawford 

Bobby Ryder 

Tara Weinmann 

Masil Jones 

Brenda Losh 

Eleanor Jensen 

Herschel Carter 

Ron Riffle 

Matthew Davis 

Michael & Jessica Gates 

Wilda Dyer 

Christie Bradley 

Al Hemby 

Sandy Phillips 

Phillips Family 

Judy Kelly 

Ben Adderholdt 

JoAnna Best 

Powell Family 

Joseph Irwin 

Ellen Nelson 

Jay Naclerio 

Connie Hutto 

Ruth Blackman 

Rev. Glenn Weaver 

Dennis Davenport 

Sylvia Dickens 

Sandy Cotton 

Roland Thornton 

 
 

 

 
 

           November 4th:      District VIII Assembly 
                                          Hilton Korean CC 
                                          2:30 PM 

~Lectionary Readings for November 2007~  
 

                DATE                READINGS 

 

            November 4th:               Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 

                                                    Psalm 119:137-144 

                                                    2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 

                                                    Luke 19:1-10 

 

            November 11th:          Haggai 1:15b-2:9 

                                                    Psalm 145:1-5,  17-21 

                                                    2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17                        

                                                    Luke 20:27-38 

 

             November 18th:            Isaiah 65:17-25 

                                                    Isaiah 12 

                                                    2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

                                                    Luke 21:5-19 

 

             November 25th:        Jeremiah 23:1-6 

                                      Luke 1:68-79 

                                                    Colossians 1:11-20 

                                                    Luke 23:33-43 

 

      
 

 

 

SHUT - INS 

Elderõs Journal 
òO magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together!ó  Psalm 34:3 

 

     Through the Elderõs Journal the past few months, Elders have given a good synoptic view of an Elder, their role and                
responsibilities.  Hopefully, their messages have been inspiring and encouraging, dispelling any fears or hesitation about 

serving as an Elder. 

     When I was first approached about being an Elder, some twenty-five or thirty years ago, my first thought was, òLord 
you know how unworthy I am.ó  I could think of a number of reasons to say no but I was asked to think and pray about 

it. 

    Using, what I recall, was a Comprehensive Analysis of the Bible, I looked for scriptures about fear, faith, blessings, 

help, etc.  Some verses or portions of verses that stood outñ 

-òIf God has been generous with you, he will expect you to serve him well.ó  Luke 12:48. 

-òIn everything you do, put God first, and he will direct you and crown your efforts with success.ó   Proverbs 3:6 

-òFear not, for I am with you.  Do not be dismayed.  I am your God.  I will strengthen you; I will help you; I will uphold 

you with my victorious right hand.ó  Isaiah 41:10 

     Now, you know my answer and I will testify that God has kept His promise.  Yes, I have and still do goof and make 

mistakes.  But then, if I were perfect, I would probably be swinging on those Heavenly Gates! 

-òAnd now may the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, equip you with all you need for doing 

his will.ó 

Hebrews 13:20 

 

~ Still striving for worthiness, Mary Cornwell 
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           November   Birthdayõs 

            1st:    Marla Terry 

                       Al Hemby 

           2nd:    David Tugwell 

                       Greg Deweese 

            3rd:    Theresa Honeycutt 

            5th:    Marion Brown  

            6th:    Mary Wyatt 

            8th:    Steve Henderson 

                       Heather Dougherty 

          15th:    Jane Cherry 

          19th:    Michael Redmon 

          20th:    Marjorie Robinson 

          24th:    Joe Diggs 

          25th:    Pat Price 

                       David Lowman 

          26th:    David Tugwell, Jr. 

                       Darryl Phelps 

          28th:    Roland Thornton 

          29th:    Mary Lou Williams 

          30th:    Erin Ehlers 
 

NOTE:  If your birthday was overlooked, we do apologize and want 
to correct any mistakes. 

Please contact Trish with any correction or additions. 

 

                  Newsletter Deadline  

                       Monday, November 19th  

FIRST SUNDAY LUNCHEON  

There will not be a First Sunday Luncheon  

in November.  

Church Office   

and 

 Preschool Holidays:  
 

                            �9�H�W�H�U�D�Q�·�V���'�D�\���������������� 

                              November 12th 

                           Thanksgiving                     

                        November                

                           22nd & 23rd 

 

�'�R�Q�·�W���I�R�U�J�H�W�� 

 Set your clock 

back 1 hour 

Saturday, Nov 3 

THANKSGIVING POT LUCK DINNER  

Wednesday, November 14th 

6:00 PM 
 

Theme:  Our Military  

 

Join us as we honor our men and women of the Armed Forces and to celebrate the bounty  

our Lord has provided.  West Side will provide the Turkey, dressing, gravy, rolls and drinks. 

We ask that each family participating please bring a side dish to share  

as well as a delicious dessert. 

Please RSVP by Sunday, November 11th to Kitty Baker or the church office. 

 

            

 

Rev. Brown 

        Nov. 19th - 24th 

 

 Joe Diggs    

        Nov. 21st - 24th          

     WEST SIDE BASKETBALL 
Once again, West Siders are 
organizing a league basketball 
team for the winter season.   
Games begin December 15th.  
Therefore, we want to begin 
practicing soon.  If you are    

interested in playing, please sign up on the 
information board in the gathering area.  
You  may also contact Jason Tashoty with 
any questions.  There will be a team      
meeting on Tuesday, November 27th at 
6:00 PM at the church.  If you would like to 
play, please plan to attend this meeting. 


