
In This Issue:  

    West Side Christian Church                                   

535 Cherokee Rd.                                                                                  

Portsmouth, Virginia  23701                                                               

(757) 488 -0514 ¶ www.westsideccdoc.org   

Rev. Nathan Brown, Minister  

 

  Disciples of Christ 

May 2007  

 
¦ A Note from  
 Rev. Brown - pg. 1 

 

¦ Maryõs Wellness  
 Corner  - pg. 2 

 

¦  CWF & CMF -  pg. 2 

 

¦ Edna Shearin  
     Scholarship - pg. 3 

 

¦ Calling all GRADS 
     - pg. 3 

 

¦ VBS - pg. 3 

 

¦ Preschool Note - pg. 3 

 

¦ Congratulations - pg. 3 

 

¦  S.S. Teachers Needed 
     - pg. 3 

 

¦ Visioning Team - pg. 4 

 

¦ District VIII - pg. 4 

 

¦ 2007 Assembly News  
- pg. 4 

 

¦ Congregational 
     Seminar  - pg. 4 

 

¦ Important Reminders 
     - pg. 4 

 

¦ Lectionary Readings 
     - pg. 5 

 

¦ In Need of Prayer 
     and Shut Ins  - pg. 5 

 

¦    Thank You Note 
      - pg. 5 

 

¦   Sympathies - pg. 5 

 

¦   Outreach Words 
     - pg. 6 

 

¦   Property Needs 
     - pg. 6 

 

¦   Feeding at Oasis 
      - pg. 6 

 

¦ CYF  - pg. 4 

 
 

¦   May Birthdays - pg. 7 

 

¦   CWF News &  
      May Medley Tea  
      - pg. 7 

 

¦   Elderõs Journal  - pg. 8 

Peace,  

 

     You will notice in this monthôs newsletter another report from 
our visioning team regarding the progress being made in            
attempting to ñClaim Godôs Visionò for West Side Christian 
Church.  At the congregational meeting on March 25

th
, we         

narrowed a number of ministry opportunities down to a remaining 
five. Those are included in Mary Redmonôs article and I             
encourage you to think about what each of these might mean for 
the ministry of our church. 

      All five opportunities will be further explored by the visioning 
team in our coming meetings.  This list of five will eventually       
become two or three.  Detailed plans will then be created around 
these opportunities in order for the church to live into these       
ministries. If you have input or questions about any of these     
ministry opportunities, please donôt hesitate to speak with a        
visioning team member. 

     To this point, in the visioning process, the most interesting part 
of the planning and discerning has been the recurrence of        
conversations about particular ministry themes. In my opinion, the 
most often discussed thematic question has been a variation of, 
ñHow can we do more ministry in our community?ò There seems 
to be strong interest in advancing our outreach ministry to our 
neighbors. Not surprisingly, each of the five ministry  opportunities 
being explored by the visioning team also relate to this question. 

     In the coming months, a variety of opportunities will be made 
available to you to participate in ministries within our surrounding 
community.  I hope you will consider participating in our all church 
ñDay of Outreachò on Saturday, May 26

th
.  More information about 

this day is included within this newsletter as well. 

     More than anything else, I pray you will join in the ongoing    
conversation at West Side Christian that is attempting to answer 
the question, ñHow can we do more ministry in our community?ò  
Think, discern, pray, and converse with others as we, together, 
plan to reach out to our neighbors in Christian love and service.  
May God bless your life in the month of May. 
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òGod is not unjust; he will not forget your work 

and the love you have shown him as you have 

helped his people and continue to help them.ó 

Hebrews 6:10 

 

     Each month we emphasize one or more special 
health observances to increase awareness of   
specific diseases. This month we will focus on   
Alzheimerôs Disease and the challenges that this 
disease places on family caregivers. A loving  
caregiver is the most important person in the life of 
someone with Alzheimerôs Disease. The disease 
course of your loved one will be unpredictable as 
no two persons experience the disease in the 
same way. 
     As you plan for the special care of someone 
with   Alzheimerôs Disease, remember that the    
ultimate goals are, to maintain physical, emotional 
and spiritual health of your loved one and yourself. 
    

TIPS TO HELP YOU PLAN 
 

¶ Decrease present and future stress by    
considering financial matters and making 
legal arrangements. 

¶ Keep things simple, familiar, and follow  
routines. 

¶ Insure that the environment is safe, to      
decrease the risk of injury or illness. 

¶ Encourage independence in activities of 
daily living, by using reminders or simple 
cues such as posted schedules, pictures, 
etc. 

¶ Plan activities for the day like, light chores, 
taking a walk, doing a craft,  listening to 
music, or reading a book or magazine. 

¶ TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF through, rest, 
exercise, healthy eating, and  spending time 
doing your favorite activities with friends. 

 
 

òWhen the cares of my heart are many, thy 

consolations cheer my soul.ó 

Psalm 94:19 (RSV) 

 
 

 

 Mary W. Peris, Parish Nurse 

 

 

 

     

CWF  Reports  
 

LYDIA CIRCLE  had 5 present in April with  
an offering of $23.00 and $6.00 Least coin. Lydia 
used their  talents with 1 teaching and 1 leading. 
They also provided outreach by contacting 51 
through cards, calls and visits.  Lydia also read 3 
Daily Devotionals, 3 books and 4 Regional      
Papers. Their next meeting will be held on 
Thursday, May 3rd at 10:00 a.m. in the church 
fellowship center.  They are making infant    
blankets for new mothers, call òThe New        
Beginningó.  
 

REBEKAH CIRCLE:  The Rebekah Circle met 
in April with 7 members present.  They            
collected an offering of $58.00 and used their 
talents with 2 leading and 2 teaching.  They  
provided outreach by contacting 32 through 
calls and 10 through cooking and crafts.  They 
also collected $50.00 for the Blessing Box.      
Rebekah read 3 books, 4 Regional Papers,  6 
Daily Devotionals and 2 Disciple Papers.  Their 
May meeting will be hosted by Mary Wyatt  at 
the church. 
 

SARAH CIRCLE: The Sarah Circle will meet 
on May 3rd at 7:30 PM at WSCC with Jennifer 
Larson hosting. 
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CMF BREAKFAST MEETING  

SATURDAY, MAY 19th, at  8:00 AM  

 

òAlzheimerõs disease is a condition that destroys 

the brain cells that control thought, memory and 

language. It starts by affecting your recent    

memory.  At first, a person who has Alzheimerõs 

disease may remember even small details of his 

or her distant past.  But, he or she may not be 

able to remember recent events or                

conversations.  Over time, the disease affects all 

parts of the memory.  ò(American Academy of 

Family Physicians)ó 

Ms. Kim Limbaugh, from the Lake Taylorõs  

Speakers bureau, will address the CMF of 

WSCC, to help us understand the disease that 

affects approximately 4 million Americans.  It is 

projected that 14 million Americans will be     

affected by this disease by the year 2050. 

CMF invites all WSCC members and friends to 

attend this breakfast meeting, to learn more 

about Alzheimerõs Disease. 

RSVP by Wednesday, May 16, 2007 to the 

church office or Larry Hackler at 488-5997. 
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WEST SIDE  

CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH  

PRESCHOOL 

For me, Preschool at WSCC is truly a coming home.  
Seeing familiar faces and teaching children of former 
students is priceless.  Iõm even teaching with one of 
my former students, Carrie (Milam) Kelly.  So many 
of the educational practices and philosophies that we 
started 30 years ago are still in place. West Side has 
always been a developmental preschool. Coming 
from the public school sector, I cannot emphasize 
enough that childhood should be òa walk, not a runó.  
The need for readiness skills is more monumental.  
When mentality and maturity link hands, you have an      
unbeatable combination. West Side offers firm   
foundation for all learning to take place and a      
blueprint for future success. 
 

Carol Spruill, Teacher (4 yr. class) 

                       *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  * 

Preschool applications are still available. 

See Jennifer Larson 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

PRESCHOOL GRADUATION 2007 

Thursday, May 24th 

7:00 PM 

Edna Shearin  
Scholarship  

 
 

Every year since its inception, the Edna 
Shearin Scholarship Fund has awarded a 
modest scholarship to those members of West 
Side who are pursuing post high school     
education.  It is our fondest hope that every  
member who applies will be granted an 
award. If you are interested in  applying for 
this scholarship, come by the church office to 
pick up an  application or see one of the 
Christian  Education  Co -chairs, Kim Powell or  
Pam Brown.  
 

The deadline for application  

submission is  
Tuesday, May 1, 2007  

 
No late applications will be  

accepted.  

 

 

CALLING ALL 

GRADS! 
  

If you are graduating 

from high school, college or any type of 

technical or vocational school this May or 

June, please contact Christian Education 

chairs, Kim Powell or  Pam Brown.  We  have 

a special service planned for you on 

June10th .  We need to hear from you by 

May 15th if you would like to participate.  

We will also have a Sunday luncheon in your 

honor on that Sunday.  Chef Cornwell will be 

fixing his famous and most popular dish  

FRIED CHICKEN  

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEACHERS NEEDED !  
 

Christian Education is in need of teachers for Sunday 
School.  We need a teacher or team teachers for the 3, 4, 

and 5 year old class, the 3rdð5th grade class and the 
Womenôs class.  If you would like to teach any of these 

classes, please contact Pam Brown or Kim Powell. 

 

We need teachers right away ! 

 

 

June 18thñ22nd 

9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED ! ! ! 

If you are willing and able to help with 

VBS this year, please contact Jessica 

Terry as soon as possible or call the 

church office.  There will be a VBS  

meeting on Sunday, May 27th              

immediately following worship.  If you 

have a particular area you prefer to work 

in such as Crafts, Music, Teaching , 

Snack, or Games, we will do all we can to 

accommodate your request.   

 

Rachel Weidner 

received òHigh Honorsó for defending her Thesis 

at Lynchburg College. 

Her Thesis will be on permanent publication 

in the college library. 
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Visioning Team Brief 

   As the Visioning Team moves forward on our journey of 

claiming Godõs vision for West Side Christian Church we are 

one step closer.  With the input we received in our meetings 

with the members of the board, members of the               

congregation and the questionnaires, we now have the top 

five ministry opportunities. They are as follows: 

1. Place more emphasis on caring for those in our          

community through local mission projects/programs. 

2. Develop dynamic programs to emphasize ministry with: 

                - Youth 

                 - Children 

                 - Young adults 

                 - Specific groups within the church and  

                   community 

3. Become a more accessible Church through evaluating 

our current facilities and develop a plan to update them 

to meet our Ministry Opportunities. 

4. Place evangelism at the heart of our mission. 

5. Institute structure and programming that better        

assimilates new members into our congregation. 

     The Visioning Team appreciates all the input we received 

from all who were involved in this very informative and   

important process. 

     Continue to pray for the Visioning Team, the church and 

our future.  We know that God is with us and that through 

Him all things are possible.   

     If we are willing to listen and to follow His direction for 

us, we can accomplish great things. 

 

In Christ Service, 

Mary Redmon 

Team Members: 

Nathan Brown         Dave McCrickard     

Jimmy Jarvis           Mary Redmon 

Mary Cornwall         Tom Larson  

Brendon McNelis      Erin Ripley            Fran Gray 
                      

                     vision@westsideccdoc.org 

 

 

 

 

  EVENTS 

    May 5th:            CWF SPA Day 

                             Hampton CC 

    May 15th:          District VIII Clergy      

                             Olive Branch CC  

    May 20th:          Bible Bowl  

                             Park View CC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 REMINDERS  
 

¶ Visioning Team:  

     Tuesday, May 1st at 6:00 PM  

 

¶ Administrative Cabinet:  

     Sunday, May 6th at 1:30 PM  

 

¶ Official Board:  

     Tuesday, May 8th at 7:00 PM  

 

¶ Elderõs: 

     Tuesday, May 15th at 7:30 PM  

 

¶ Preschool Graduation:  

     Thursday, May 24th at 7:00 PM  

 

Congregational Transformation  

Seminar  

Friday and Saturday, June 1st & 2nd, the        

Virginia Region of the Christian Church  

(Disciples of Christ) will be sponsoring a        

congregational transformation workshop at 

Fairview Christian Church in Lynchburg. This 

two day seminar should prove  informative and 

spiritually uplifting. This seminar is particularly 

relevant for West Side as we continue the   

process of visioning for the future of our 

church. The more West Side members we 

have  attend  the conference,  the less money it 

costs for us to participate.  I would like to see 

five people from West Side attend.  If you can 

be a part of this seminar, please let me know 

soon.  Thanks for your interest in this important 

event.   

                                               Rev. Brown 

 

2007 is an Assembly year for the 

Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ). Rev. Brown will be            

attending the General Assembly 

July 21st - 25th.  If you would like 

to be a lay representative from 

West Side or are interested in    

attending the Assembly, please let 

Rev. Brown know soon.  More     

information about the Assembly 

can be found at this website. 

 

http://www.disciples.org/ga/ 
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IN NEED OF PRAYER  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

     
            
 
    
 
 
 
 

    

OUR SHUT-INS 
 
 
 

 

Rev. Dick Laslo 

Wilma Ingram 

Roland Thornton 

Vinson Family 

Baker Family 

Logan Osborn 

Branch Family 

Margie Robinson 

Connie Hutto 

Esther Daniel 

Melodie Bronson 

Edith Ross 

Elnora Phillips 

Kathryn Bean 

Sarah Crawford 

Bobby Ryder 

Bill Wagner 

Ellen Nelson 

Karen Brown 

Phillips Family 

Jessica Terry 

Ruby Fulcher 

Charles Wheeler 

Jim White 

Judy Kelly 

Margaret Bacon 

Ben Adderholdt 

Juanita Gray 

Pat Henderson 

JoAnna Best 

Powell Family 

Joseph Irwin 

Carole Wynn 

Jay Naclerio 

Myrtle Henderson 

Sid Price 

Jordan Blount Masil Jones 

Martha Hewitt Tara Weinmann 

Chris Louer Frankie Louer 

Ruth Blackman 

Rev. Glenn Weaver 

Dennis Davenport 

Sylvia Dickens 

Sandy Cotton 

     

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

~Lectionary Readings for May. 2007~  
 

       DATE       READINGS 

 
     May 6th:             Acts 11:1-18 

                              Psalm 148 

                                    Revelation 21:1-6 

                                    John 12:31-35                 

 

     May 13th:              Acts 16:9-15 

                             Psalm 67 

                              Revelation 21:10, 

                                     22-22:5 

                              John 14:23-29 

 

     May 20th: Acts 16:16-34 

                                    Psalm 97 

     Revelation 22:12-14, 

                                     16-17,20-21 

   John 17:20-26 

 

     May 27th:             Acts 2:1-21 

   Psalm 104:24-34, 35b                         

   Romans 8:14-17 

                               John 14:8-17, (25-27) 

 

 

 

Dear West Side Friends, 

     On behalf of the entire Barker family, I 

would like to thank those of you who visited, 

sent cards and showed such sincere sympathy 

and concern towards my family during the   

recent loss of my father- in- law, George 

Barker.  You will never know how much you 

touched my heart and made me feel a genuine 

part of the West Side family.   

                      Love in Christ, 

                      Trish Barker  

Sympathy 
 

Our wish to express our deepest 

sympathy to 

Elnora Phillips and her family 

in the loss of her husband, 

Phil Phillips 

and 

We wish to express deepest  

sympathy to 

Jim White and his family 

in the loss of his sister, 

Mary Lassiter 



 

SERVING LUNCH AT OASIS  

   

 Tuesday, May 22nd  

9:00 am ð2:00 pm  

                                 Meet at West Side to carpool  

 

Page 6  
ā Volume 38  

ā Number 5  

 
 

                     

 

 

 

      
                      

It s time to start our outreach again!  If anyone has a need for a helping hand, a yard 

that needs to be cleaned up, help on installing a light at home or general   maintenance 

stuff that you cannot do because of inability to get them completed alone, then let us 

know.  Contact Bill Loftis or Tom Larson to have your name  added to the schedule so 

we can get you the help you need. 

     We will have a Day of Outreach  on Saturday, May 26th from 7am-5pm, so plan 

to come join us and together we can make a difference.  We also have other events 

coming up which will be announced in the near future.  We have events like our Night 

at the Drive-In , where we will all get a chance to enjoy dinner and a movie together; 

more details on that event will be coming soon, so keep an eye out.  We are also     

planning another Outreach day in July, so if you are unable to help in May, perhaps you 

can help in July.  That date will be announced soon. 

     Please contact Bill Loftis, Tom Larson or Rev. Brown if you have a need that we can 

help with or simply want an opportunity to help. 

CHURCH GROUNDS MAINTENANCE  
 

If you are a proud member of WSCC and you enjoy seeing the beautiful flowers, the       
manicured lawn and the trimmed shrubs each week, then you should know that they do not 
maintain themselves.  Our Property Committee members maintain the beauty of the grounds 
weekly and could use as much help as possible.  If you can give of a few hours to mow the 
lawn, weed flower beds, trim shrubs or just general picking up of trash and debris, your help 
would be greatly appreciated.  There is a sign up schedule posted in the foyer.  There are 
many dates to chose from, so please  plan to help out at least once if not more sometime this 
summer.  No job is too big and no person too small. 

                                    For more information contact William Brown.  

Rev. Brown 

will be out of town the  

following dates  

May 15th - 19th  

and 

May 24th - 28th  

also 

Trish on Vacation  

April 30 ð May 4th  

 

 

 

 

 

CYF SUMMER SCHEDULE 
 

Beginning May 13th  

CYF will meet on the  

2nd and 4th Sundays  

at 5:00 PM     
 

CYF Sponsors: 

Mary Redmon and Rick Lahy  

          

 



    

      May 

   Birthdayõs 

 

           2nd:      Danielle Greenwood 

          4th:      Virginia Wiseman 

          5th:      Rita Antonucci 

                       Rosemary Lahy 

          6th:      Margaret Poole 

          7th:      Myrtle Henderson 

                       Brennan Pieroni 

          8th:      Jana Pieroni 

        10th:      Christian Larson 

                       Keirsten Larson 

        13th:      Zachary Larson 

        14th:      Thomas Gray 

        16th:      Sandra Cotton 

        18th:      Kimberly Acors 

        19th:      Edith Ross 

                       Cindy Wallace 

        20th:      Tiffany Jarvis 

                       Brooks Jarvis 

        21st:      Debbie Tibbits 

        22nd:     Richie Oliver 

                       Larry Hackler 

        25th:      Michael Pyles 

        26th:      Esther Daniel 

        28th:      Erica Zyliak 

                       John-Michael Gardner 

        30th:      Dudley DeStefano 

        31st:      Donald Thomas 

 

    

May Medley Tea 

Saturday, May 19th  

2:00 PM 

$5.00 per person 

This will be the first òTea Partyó hosted by our 
CWF women and all women are  invited to 
attend.  If you would like to be a Hostess at 

your table, this is what you can do! 

 

¶ Sign -up early 

      (see poster outside sanctuary) 

¶ Be responsible for decorating and 

      selecting a theme for your table 

¶ You can use your own dishes or paper  

       products 

¶ You can use your fancy serving trays 

      for the òTea Partyó foods 

¶ If you would like to do favors, thatõs up  

      to you 

 

We hope to fill the Fellowship Center and truly 
enjoy being together for òteaó.  Hot and cold 
tea will be served!  Not only will you share a 

few crumpets with friends, we hope you will be 
filled spiritually as we work together as  

Christian Women.  We will begin taking    
reservations, Sunday April 28th.  

Seating is limited, so please sign up early. 

Cheryl Jarvis, President 

Jennifer Larson, Secretary 
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 CWF NEWS 
At last, Spring has arrived and our church women are very busy.  If you have not turned in 
your Blessing Box Offering or Least Coin offering, please give it to your Group Treasurer 

as soon as possible.  These offerings needed to be in the form of a check. 
 

May Friendship Day will be celebrated Friday, May 4th at 11:00 AM in Brighton Rock 
Church, Portsmouth.  Nora Davenport is our Church Women United Representative and she 

�Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H���R�X�U���Z�R�P�H�Q���W�R���D�F�F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���K�H�U�������,�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�I�X�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�������/�H�W�·�V���I�L�O�O���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O��
cars with our women to attend this celebration. Lunch will be served at a cost of $5.00. 

 

Saturday, May 5th at 9:00 AM, we hope to have several cars filled with our women to attend 
the May SPA Day at Hampton Christian Church.  The program is titled 

 �´�<�R�X�U���7�D�E�O�H���L�V���5�H�D�G�\���D�W���W�K�H���&�K�D�O�L�F�H���&�D�I�p���µ�� 

We will gather with other women from District VIII and learn what will be going on in the  

future for  our Virginia Women.  There will also be workshops and opportunities to learn 
more about CWF through study, service and worship.  Please see Cheryl Jarvis if you need 

more information or would like to attend. 


