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They learned the stories of the Bible, played games, created crafts, and sang
My spiritual high, in this moment, is because of one particular song | heard

children sing at the closing program

One of my favorite church camp so
conjures up memories of being on th
Indiana as an adolescent. The peacefulness of those sacred grounds will alw

egg throwing contests, and throwing pies in the faces of our camp counse
surprisingly, a sense of peace filled the time | spent at camp.
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by the <chi
Chaos seemed to be bre

At ti mes, this week, it
Like a River,6 to be sung
on my sermon that nothing seemed very peaceful.

church. While | was taken back to theeacefulnessf church camp as the children
sang that song at the closing program, | was also taken back tohidesof church
camp, as | listened to young people run through the hallways, scream at the tq

t heir |l ungs, and make themselves at

seems t o be disorder chil drends i
Vacation Bible School.
strange irony. Chaos can be all around us and our lives can seem to be spinnin
of control, to the point that we feel helpless. However, those who follow Chri
know that in the midst of the chaos, God is still with us. No matter what kind
circumstances life might bring, we are promised, in the resurrection, that God

never forsake us. I n ot her words,
a River . 6

€

When talking with many of you about the difficulties that come with living faith
|l ives, | am constantly wusing the phr
but | believe it to be true. Our faith journeys are full
highs and spiritual lows. Nevertheless, in the midst of this chaotic journey, we
faith, we can stild!l have a sense of
an oceandé t hr ough -abiding presénoer tA$ anrgsulta mydyou

continued Christian journey bring yo

Peace,

Rev. Nathan Brown

West Side Christian Church
535 Cherokee Rd.
Portsmouth, Virginia 23701
(757) 488 -0514 fwww.westsideccdoc.org

Rev. Nathan Brown, Minister

Disciples of Chris

of the week, we consistently hosted fifty to sixty children in our church building

etched deep in my memory. Even in the midst of water balloon fights, relay races, COrer - pg. 2

outside my office door as children laughed, cried, and sang in the hallways of th

That is the irony of the life Christ calls us to live. Even in the midst of what

Lives that attempt to follow Christ live perpetually in t
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CWF Reports

I -+
B LYDIA CIRCLE: The Lydia Circle met on June 7t
wrth 7 members present. They collected an offefing

[MARY'S WELLNECS CORNER]

God knew the specific purpose you were born !-i-' Of $27.00 and used their talents with 1 teachrng d
to fulfill, so He provided all the gifts you'd need, -ﬁ 1 leading. Lydia also provided outreach “by
including the environment required to put it all Contactlng 34 through cards, calls and visits. They
together. Then He looked at you and said, "Very also read 3 Daily Devotionals, 2 books ang 2
good.” Can you say that too? It's important that B Regronal Papers. Their next ~ meeting will be held

you can. Why? Because others will treat you n'": " on Thursday, June 7th at 10:00 a.m. in the ¢ T-E ch
a_ccor_ding to how you treat yourself! This is not ..i  fellowship center
pride, it's just healthy self -esteem based on God's .ﬁ %_'_%
opinion of you as revealed in His Word. When 'ﬁ REBEKAH CIRCLE: The Rebekah Circle met *'i
you have it, it affects every area of your life. m-l-; June with 7 members and 3 guests present. 7 hey
Truth be told, it determines how far you'll go in coIIected an offering of $58.00 and used their talgfts
life.o "' Wlth 2 leading and 2 teaching. They providé
~ Bob Gass~ outreach by contacting 3 through cooking and crafts
and 30 through calls. Rebekah read 7 boo «E:E 6
Nurseods Notes _+i Reglonal Papers, 5 Daily Devotionals and 2 Drsle

-ﬁ Papers. Their July meeting will be on Thurs
July 1: True or False ;"'2 July 5th at 7:30 PM.

. . . -|- =
1. C_:hrldren should never light or play with ' SARAH CIRCLE: The Sarah group met on June 71

fireworks. wrth Brenda Hayth as our Hostess. She serv
2. Adults should always keep a bucket of w4 dinner...our favorite, PIZZA & KEY LIME PIE! S

water handy in case of malfunction or "' 'l led the study of Women in the Bible. There wefg
fire. members present. The group will meet twice in thj
3 . Adults should read and follow all month on July 12th and July 26th. We will irr
instructions before using sparklers, caps, z havrng lunch with women in our church...gugs;

etc.
4. Adults should be sure all people are out
of range before lighting items.
5. Sparklers burn at high enough temperatures

that can cause serious burns.
(All answers are true)

“'who? It might be you!

CHRI STI AN WOMEN©OGS
A.K.A. DISCIPLES WOMEN

July 8: Dhatchang samrtlzeksrmmttwn Both of the names above are poIrtrcaII

Either name is appropriate for our womgi
these can pose great danger to children or toddlers w

may lick the product off their hands. Ingesting the cleans Discipleso churche P

can lead to illness and require a trip to the Emergents: But both mean ot he _
Room! church. If you are not attending or actiye

fwomenaos group at :“

July 15: It is that time of year when fresh produce
abounds! Be careful and wash all fruits and vegetablt
thoroughly with cold running water. Do not use soap c: £
chlorine mixtures in attempts to clean the produce.

HH :1;1
July 22:  The combination of warm weather and sweat some new and famlhar faces at our meng O
study for the year

shoes and socks provide perfect breeding ground E:E
athleteds foot. Af ter aWﬁ)lnrOgt beau sJu(DentUSd
thoroughly, particularly between toes (you can even us

your hair dryer on low heat). If possible, wearing sanda _i_ﬁ throughout the year and the country of S

| . .
may be best! EI% Yes, it is in the

July 29:  Follow this shadow rule for sun protectoninl r ead and | i st en.
the summer: If your shadow is shorter than your helgr Emrly and her husband are now stationed:

ltos sunburn time! I n mo Will Beddabnthg &but bt SistérLdh8 brbth

will show that you can still get burned between the hou "‘_,,: Church f h h n,,E
of 3 p.m and 4 p.m. The sun is closest when drrect Korean Church from the women who patti
B

overhead and therefore strongeisabout 1 p.m. the Worelwomen Worldwide Trip in “"_
(Daylight Saving Time). Protect yourself with sunscree cannot just be content with out little corng r of the

and clothing during the three hours before and after th world but learn, study, and serve in the 37‘;
peak time. {Vellness Made Easy, UCLA, Berkeley, 2005) _ Come to th &

Cheryl Jarvis, President CWF G

Mary W. Peris, Parish Nurse
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2007 GRADUAIE

Kelly Wallace graduated from Tidewater Community
Coll egeds Nursing Program
in Applied Sciences and her R.N. degree on May 11,
2007. She plans to begin her career at Maryview
Hospital in the Labor & Delivery Department. Kelly

is the daughter of Allen and Cindy Wallace.
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P s = /o = » LI \\ A\ \\ SERVING LUNCH
AT OASIS
The Seekers class decided to kick the summer off by spending the
day outside of the classroom. We ventured to Busch Gardens f
a fun filled day of fellowship. We even had a few new additions Thursday, July 19th
J.t0|_n the group. Everyone hadf a f@%é}d@ﬂ(ﬁ)prﬁlme 0ot w
it again.

Meet at West Side

Our trip was made special with the help of Mary Redmon, Ma
Cornwell, Kitty Baker and Marla Terry. These ladies volunteer
their entire day to taking care of our children. Dick Cornwell
even helped by preparing meals and snacks for the children. We

are blessed to have such a wonderful group of people to lend a I
helping hand. are

Beginning Sunday, July 1st, Brendon & Wendy McNelis will be ‘g"
leading our class. They are prepared to begin a series of studies of

various religions. These include Catholicism, Judaism, Islam,
Buddhism, Scientology, Mormon, Methodist and Baptist and of

D= : . : 2007 GENERAL ASSEMBLY
courser Disciples of Christ. Each week will be asd@pth study of ‘L"i’;,_j;l-:-q‘xwktljt]lhf,]-, [‘1‘ -1-11;x_l_dg[ b
the background, culture, and beliefs of each religion along with a JULY 21-25, 2007

class discussion.

We begin our class at 10:00 AM, so grab a donut and meet us in  \\/hen we think about sharlng a feast, our
class for a profound lesson. If you have any questions contact thoughts turn to good food and drink. an
Kelly Terry at 5325554, . ’
y ey . towards a variety of tablesd
We look forward to seeing you there! Communion, dinner, picnic, formal and

informal. As Disciples, we think of the
ﬁ ” bread and cup, because Communion is
IN 0 central to our theology.

Picture if you will, hundreds of chalices

Interest session for Disciple | & I, of various sizes and colors, all gathered
Sunday, August 12th together on one banquet table. Smell
the sweetness of the grape juice, the
tantalizing aroma of the fresh bread.
Now imagine sharing Communion with

following worship service.

\\\’//

S seven to eight thousands of your sisters
| I and brothers in the faith. This is a
mighty, powerful image, and one that will
Coming this Fall is the return of Disciple Bible Study, a be lived out at the 2007 General
34 week journey through the Bible. Enough notice is Assembly in Forth Worth, Texas.
being given, so that YOU might plan to participate in ’ )
this life-changing study. Rev. Brown will be facilitating On Sunday, July 15th, West Side

the study once again. The study will begin in late Christian Church will partake of the
August or early September. An interest session willbe L or d6s Supper with the

held August 12th for those thinking of participating. exchanging with another church at

Also, for those who participated in Disciple Bible Study neral Assemblv. Durina th (Vi
I, a Disciple Il class (Into the Word, Into the World) will G\(/aveew?ll als’ss(’)ebebgdmr%ilss?otni?\g%\él\(/ze'

be offered this fall. This class is designed to take a more

in-depth look at the books of the Bible and is intended Bf own to be the churc
for those who have completed Disciple I. If you have atour denominational gathering. Please
completed Disciple | and are willing to consider tryto attend worship on July 15th to be
facilitating a Disciple Il class, please let Rev. Brown connected to this powerful spiritual
know as soon as possible. experience.
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Visioning Team Brief Prayer Requests

The Elders of your church pray for you on a
West Side Christian Church is a faithful and caring church regular basis. Specifically, during our elder
family committed to making disciples of Jesus Christ in our meetings, we lift up individual names on our
church, our community, and our world. "SUD\HU FRQFHUQ OLVWp SULQWH
each week. As your elders, we also want to be
able to respond to concerns by sending cards
CHURCH: Equip our church family through spiritual growth  and making phone calls when appropriate.
and leadership development. However, in order to effectively shepherd

_ _ *RG-V FKXUFK ZH QHHG PRUH L
COMMUNITY: Sharethe love of Christ through service. from you °

WORLD: Witnesst hr ough support of Disciples®d missions.
Of late, more of the names on our list are

unfamiliar. This is great! We welcome any
The proposed Statement of Calling (sometimes called aand all prayer concerns you might have. On
mission statement) has received positive comments. Pleaséhe other hand, too often we have no way of
let the Visioning Team know what you think about it. We determining how the individual is doing and
are at the point in the process of taking the Ministry When it is appropriate to take them off the
Opportunities voted on at the Congregational information list. So, we need YOUR help!
meeting March 2~8th and deve_loping action plans_ from those. When you callé)r leave a note for Trish to
Then wed6ll build specifics taskseondh thetPPaf/Hlegohc@rﬁ Bist, T OF
items to be accomplished over a3l year time frame. This please provide your name, your relationship
process should be done in late July or early August. We aretg the individual, the type of concern (where
already discussing the report format and how to make the permissible), such as surgery, a death, etc,
report short, to the point, and a tool which will be used and, if deemed appropriate, a phone number
constantly and not put on the shelf to collect dust. We for the individual.

continue to be enthusiastic and excited about where God is
leading us. $OVR LI \RX-G OLNH XV WR V

L reassurance and support, please provide Trish
Please pray for the process and for the Visioning Team. Thewith an address of the individual/family. All of

success of the plan will require some effort from all the this information will be maintained with the

members at West Side young, middle age, mature and strictest confidence. However, as your Elders
everyone inb et we e n . This 1isndt awefpel weran do@ beteeshepherding joblofy t h e
Cabinet or the Board. It invites, and in reality, requires the all those on the list if we have this
enthusiastic and God led participation of all of us! Pray for information.

us to Claim Godds Vision for our church.

'RQ-W IRUJHW WRR ZH KDYH SU
the pews and a prayer team. If it is more
convenient to fill out a prayer card, please do
so and place it in the box on the table in the

~Jimmy Jarvis

Team Members:

Nathan Brown Dave McCrickard back of the sanctuary. Additionally, if you or

) ) someone you know is in need of immediate

Jimmy Jarvis Mary Redmon prayer, please call the church office and ask
Mary Cornwall Tom Larson for your concern to be given to the prayer

team. The chain will begin promptly

Brendon McNelis Erin Ripley thereafter.

Fran Gray

If you have any other questions or

vision@westsideccdoc org comments about prayer requests, please
: contact your elder or Rev. Brown.

El der s Jour nal

Do you.have the faith to be an Elder?

The Elder is no different from any other church member in that we are all called to
faith, through prayer, worship, sacraments, and learning. The call to Eldership is a re
things as well. So, the faith required is the same faith that makes us a Christian.

We all feel inadequate in our various callings and service to the Church. | kngw | d
the support of my Church family in.what ever | decide to do at West Side.

It has been a wonderful learning experience for me serving as an Elder. The taple is
In Christian Love,
Debbie Ripley




