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A Note from Rev Brown! 1

If you live in Hampton Roads long enough, you learn that waiting is a part of life.
Whether you are waiting in traffic because one of the tunnels is blocked, you “hurry
up and wait” because you work for the government, or you wait until the morning to
check the weather because the previous day’s forecast is usually not very accurate,

living in Tidewater requires that residents learn the art of waiting.

My adjustment to this waiting has not necessarily involved developing patience.
Instead, | find myself constantly trying to minimize my wait time. Specifically, as it
relates to traffic, | listen to the radio for accidents or tunnel delays. | have GPS
navigation to help guide me toward alternative routes. Also, | keep plenty of music
and books on CD in my car, just in case | have to wait a bit longer than expected.
Most importantly, my cell phone is on hand at all times so that | can even work while

traveling, if necessary.

However, the other day, | found myself stuck in tunnel traffic with no escape
route. | was tired of listening to the same old music. | had no one that | needed to
call on the phone. All the plans | had made to minimize my wait time seemed to
flounder. There | sat, frustrated in my car, wishing | had taken the James River

Bridge.

Then | noticed the beautiful colors of the trees that lined the highway. | looked
over at the minivan next to me and watched an entire family of five laugh hysterically
with one another. | closed my eyes remember, my vehicle was not moving) and |
took in a moment of peace and quiet; something | do not do often enough. While |
have come to terms with expecting a wait, | never expected to admit that

sometimes | need a wait.

December brings us into the season of waiting: Advent. During this time of year,
we expect to wait. We will wait in long lines at the mall, we will wait longer for
parking spots at the grocery store, we will wait to be reunited with friends and

family, and we will wait for presents on Christmas day.
However, rather than trying to minimize your wait by rushing through this time

of expectancy, take note of the signs of God’s presence that already surround you.
While you may know what to expect during this time of year, God may be breaking

into your life in new and unexpected ways. Who knows? You may need the wait.
Peace.

Zev. MNathan Brown
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«\\.I ARY'S WELLNECS CORNE |2::

1;1 “Every good and perfect gift is from above, @:
(kl coming down from the Father.” James I:17 (kl
% %

«“ December 2: ‘“Take time to be aware that in «“
=< the very midst of our busy preparations for the ==
+= celebration of Christ’s birth in ancient .=

W Bethlehem, Christ is reborn in the W
ﬁ Bethlehem's of our homes and daily lives.” 01
1&“ Edward Jays 1&1
& &
«&‘:‘ December 9: Mama in her kerchief and | in /i
¢§* my....socks...? According to Dr. Phyllis Zee, s&
University Feinberg School of =

== Northwestern
“,‘ medicine, if you want a good night’s sleep, slip on“

(il some socks! “This instant warm-up widens blood ﬁl
ﬁ‘\ vessels in your feet, allowing your body to transfer ﬁ‘\
@ heat from its core to the extremities, cooling you @
(W slightly, which induces sleep! (Prevention, Dec. 2007, /i

ﬁ‘? pg. 48) Lather on some petroleum jelly before the ﬁ‘?

&

ﬁ
@ December 16: Cranberries contain more health ’51

(W pro-moting antioxidants than coffee, blueberries, and (W
w red wine! The greatest amount is found in the whole ¢

& socks, and soften winter dry feet at the same time.

)
1;& fruit, and lesser amounts in the juice, sauce or jelly!  ¢%
2 250

Beginning today, set aside at least ﬁ‘«'ﬁ
minutes to just sit, take deep cleansing breaths, .=
“,_.a and listen... for as Elijah discovered, God was«

@ not in the wind.. the earthquake .the fire...but in the @
(N “sound of sheer silence.” May his whisper flow over (N
@, and around you as we celebrate the birth of his @,

w{a December 23

ﬁﬁ son...Emmanuel...God with us! (to be continued...) ﬁ?
HE 2

Qa December 24: “There was no room available “1

‘= for the Son of God when He came the frst“%,
“1 time. Let’s make sure there’s room in ourﬁﬁ
1;% hearts this Christmas, and don’t let anyone @
(W take away what is good about the glad tidings (W

@ of Christ’s birth.””  John Fisher @
oy

c:-'-‘a December 25: “Today in the town of David a«:l
+»= Savior has been born to you: he is Christ the “a
«1 Lord” Luke 2:11 (NIV) «1
™ &
1;@ December 30: Have you been sitting aside the 1;%
(g& daily 10 minutes in silence with God? Good! Add 5 (g&
s more minutes each week for the next two weeks. @":‘
Y & Watch your stress level lower as you continue to @
== listen...in silence..to where God is leading you in
“ = 2008! You will know you have the deep breathing “1
(W‘ correct by simply placing your hand on your belly—as (il
ﬁ‘\ you breathe deeply, allow your hand to rise and fall W

1;1 on your stomach. Joyous New Year! 1;1
o o
So e
(3 o
ITE % som

“}. May you feel the spirit of God’s love, joy and “}.

= peace this Christmas season and the New Year. (‘?
o~ y
ﬁg‘ Mary W. Peris, Parish Nurse ﬁg‘
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CWF Reports:

LYDIA CIRCLE:

The Lydia Circle met on November 1st with 8
members present. They collected an offering
of $33.00 and used their talents with 1
teaching and 1 leading. Lydia also provided
outreach by contacting 35 through cards, calls
and visits. They read 5 Daily Devotionals and
5 Regional Papers and 3 book. Their next
meeting will be held on Thursday, December
6th at 10:00 AM with Betty McCrickard.
Brunch will be served.

REBEKAH CIRCLE:

Rebekah Circle met on November 1st with 7
members present. They collected an offering
of $63.00 and $42.00 in blanket money.
Rebekah used their talents as follows:
Crafts/Cooking - 5

Outreach - 1

Phone Calls - 44

Visits - 12

Greeters - 1

Transportation - 4

Serving at Oasis - 1

First Sunday Lunch - 3

CWEF Service - 4

Miscellaneous - 1

Teaching - 2

Daily Devotionals - 7

Disciples read - 3

Regional Papers - 5

Books - 7

The Rebekah circle will go out to eat in
December.

SARAH CIRCLE:

Sarah Circle will meet with LeeAnn Lowman
for the month of December. Please bring a
plate of goodies and a $5.00 or less
Pollyanna. Bring a friend too!

We are hoping all women of the church will
plan to help decorate the Chrismon Tree in the
sanctuary on Saturday, December 1st. The
tree displays many
Please join us and learn about the Chrismon
Tree.

January 6th following the worship service, the
CWF will sponsor a 1st Sunday Luncheon of
All-you-can-eat Soup & Salad. Cost will be
$5.00 Adults, $2.50 Children 6-12. Please
sign up in the gathering area if you plan to
attend.
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Visioning Team Brief

The Visioning Team is winding down activity
related to the development of the plan. Sevel
members of the Team will assist a new Transition Te
as they work with the Board and Cabinet to beg
implementing the plan and related changes.

Members of the Team will also be available to t
Elders as they work with their flocks on understandin
Spiritual Gifts. In early 2008, the VT will assis
Rev. Brown as needed when individuals invento
their gifts.

Continue to pray for W
as the church and individual members begin
understand their spiritual gifts and begin to use the
where God wants them to go.

These are exciting times!
~Jimmy Jarvis

Team Members:

Nathan Brown

Dave McCrickard
Jimmy Jarvis Mary Redmon
Mary Cornwall Tom Larson

Brendon McNelis  Erin Ripley

Fran Gray

vision@westsideccdoc.org
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REMINDERS
Administrative Cabinet:
Sunday, December 2nd @ 1:30 PM
Pastoral Relations:
Tuesday, December 8th @ 6:00 PM
Official Board:
Tuesday, December | I1th @ 7:00 PM
Elders:
Tuesday, December 18th @ 7:30 PM
Preschool Closing:

Wednesday, December |9th - January Ist

Church Office Closing:
Monday, December 24th - December 26th

Christmas is Coming !!

If you have any musical favorites or
Pedpbreysyg rou e e,
hear the choir perform during the

Christmas season,
please let Becky or any choir
member know so that we may

include them in our

\\ seasonal planning. //

SERVING LUNCH AT OASIS

Check Information Board for Date
9:30 am 9 2:00 pm

COVENANT CARDS

There is still time for you to fill out a
covenant card and get it in before the
end of the year. Extra cards and
envelopes are located on the table in
the back of the sanctuary. Please
consider making a covenant with God
and your church to discern your gifts
for ministry and use them within the
life of West Side Christian Church.
Also, as a sign of this covenant,
consider making a financial pledge for
our ministry in 2008. You may send
in your card through the mail, put it
in Trish’s in-box in the office or give
it to Dave McCrickard, Financial

Secretary.
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Newsletter Deadline
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Monday, ‘
December 17th ﬁ
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~ Merry Christmas ~ .
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DATE

December 2nd:

December 9th:

December 16th:

December 23rd:

December 30th:

~Lectionary Readings for December 2007~

READINGS

Isaiah 51
Psalm 122
Romans 13:1414
Matthew 24:3644

Isaiah 11:310
Psalm 72:17, 1819
Romans 15:413
Matthew 3:212

Isaiah 35t0
Psalm 146:510
James 5:710
Matthew 11:211

Isaiah 7:1016
Psalm 80:17, 1719
Romans 1:17
Matthew 1:1825

Isaiah 637
Psalm 148
Hebrews 2:1018
Matthew 2:1323

IN NEED OF PRAYER

Debbie Johnson
Betty McCrickard
Gray Family
Maureen Powers
Kristin & Anthony
Williams

Dawn Weiss
Cavanaugh Family
Fritts Family
Branch Family
Esther Daniel
Melodie Bronson
Sarah Crawford
Bobby Ryder

Sharon Jenson
Brenda Losh
Herschel Carter
Ron Riffle
Matthew Davis
Michael & Jessica Gates
Wilda Dyer
Christine Bradley
Al Hemby

Sandy Phillips
Phillips Family
Judy Kelly

Ben Adderholdt
Powell Family

Tara Weinmann Joseph Irwin

Masil Jones Ellen Nelson

Connie Hutto Jay Naclerio
SHUT - INS

Ruth Blackman
Rev. Glenn Weaver
Dennis Davenport

Sylvia Dickens
Sandy Cotton
Roland Thornton

der 0s

Stepping

Jour nal

Stonesbo

This past summer, | was.very fortunate to work on a beautiful home on the James River. ||One ©
places to eat lunch wason the north side of the house where there was a patio table and chaifs. To

Monitor Merrimae bridge tunnel-and to my right was Craney Island. There is something very cq ming \

time to stare out over the water. Even with all the work that had to be done, somehow all wgs forg
mo me n t Maybe this Is Godds great tranquiiz«

prese
you are in situations such as these. These situations also give you the ability to notice, reflect ¢h, and

Godds perfect plan has worked in our | ives

| 'read,a devotion a few days ago that reflprr
stones'are very easy to cross. Some are more challenging and others cause us to fall flat on gur fac
of these stepping stones lead us to the glory of God, for His great plan and purpose. | am thajpkful fc
stones that led me to the eldership, and later to the call to be the chairperson of the elders. Itfjpas be
year term, full of many challenges, joys and sorrows. | feel very blessed for the experiencesl|{and fe
person because of them.. Our team of elders were all very dedicated and caring individuals. Thg man

started were very successful, because of the time and devotion these elders contributed.

| do not know where the next set of stepping stones will lead me, but | do know that if they cafjtinue
spiritual growth and closeness to our Lord, | am ready for the next journey.

May God bless you with peace, joy and love this Christmas and throughout this New Year.

I n Christds servi ce,

Tony Peris
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Dear Friends,

| finally sold my home and moved to my
new one in SC the end of September. |
have a lovely very small home next door to
my daughter. | must say, they are
wonderful to me, but | miss Portsmouth
and all my friends there. The adjustment
has been very difficult and | ask for your
continued prayers that God will give me
strength to accept the change.

Love to everyone,
Margie Robinson
21 Crescent Ave.
Sumter, SC 29150
(803) 778-2080

@ SOLD

A NOTE FROM PROPERTY

If you have more pine straw than
you know what to do with, please
help out the Property Committee

by bringing your bagged straw
to the church.
We need the straw to fill

the flower beds.

Please ask a Property committee
member where you can drop off

your donation.

Congratulations
to

Matthew § Breigh Gray
on the birth
of thelr daughter
Jillian Garrett qray
Born
Saturday, November 17th
at12:44 am
tn
Greenwville, NC
Jillian weighea
F# Lbs, 11.5 ozs.
20 1/ 26
Proud grandparents

l ong

Cdbdladg Ahqgsgc| x0Q
1st: Kathy Saunders
3rd: Brian McCrickard
5th: Kathryn Bean
6th: David Bond
8th: Michael McCrickard, Jr.
10th: Karen Brown
Nora Davenport (°
15th: Ken Bryant We:.
Gladys Smith \
Marleen Whitehurst g %
17th: Leo Gibbs J
21st:  Shannon Wilson \'
Jennifer Larson Q‘\/)
24th:  Rick Oliver %
Cassie Honeycutt
David Lowman
28th: Emily Metz
Wendy McNelis
29th: Alison Ehlers
Cecil Dillon
30th: Karen Hartzog
1r T T T R R R G ﬂs’oqg
. o :
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. Dear West Side, ]
14% I candt thank you al%l €

and all the love you have sent my way. Our-life ha
changed in the blink of an eye but both Doug and | ai
overwhelmed and so grateful for all the love anc
support. Please continue to keep us in your pﬁayers

my recovery continues. God Bless you all! Il
Love, Lois & Doug DeVeas |

Dear Sarah Group Members, »

|

| would like to take a moment to thank you fer your
support of my brothers and | while serving inﬂ%lraq. I
cannot express how much | appreciate your péﬁckage
came at just the right time; as my spirits were réally lo\
| have just returned to Iraq after losing my father wher
it reached me. | was such a relief to see something fi
home so soon! It was the reminder | needed ‘j’go real
that not all is bad, and that there is always hope. Onc

more, | would like to say Faunkas | let you go. H
God Bless, H
CPL Robert Fenimore H
|
|
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2007 Christmas Special Day Offering

Thank you! Your Gifts Change Lives !
Thank you for supporting the Christmas Special Day Offering! .

COME, CELEBRATE THE GIFT! !

(]

A cold wind is blowing from the north. The dark silhouette of leafless trees is etched against a grey sky. &Iurries |
snowflakes swirl along the ground like scouts looking for places where deeper snows can be piled. Winter is on i
way. /s that your picture of the days before Christmas, of the four weeks we call Advent?

Certainly in parts of North America winteras c.ld,
Church (Disciples of Christ), Advent is a time for hot, dry weather. In Arizona, there are Christmas lights décorating
cactus. In San Diego, in the Pacific Southwest Region, there is a harbor parade of boats lit up with Christmas lights

December is wusually a cold month in Nebraska ancd Mo
white Christmas. Neverthel ess, our i mage !
Christmas Carol 6 by Charles Dickens, and songs I|

nothing to do with the weather as the churches of each Region of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) enjoy th
beauti ful services of this season in waiting anié pr

0Joy to the Jjacoornied ,6 twiieé hsdionrgd,o me . 6 And in that cl a
Bet hlehem6 the | ast | | @ hapds artd Wears df ialt tbet yeaxs eare sret indtkee | a
T ON/ G H At.Coristmas we not only recall events that took place long, long ago, but we celebrate that our live:
are being transformed by Godds gift of his onl Sor
each year we wait in hopeful anticipation of Go!ﬁs

As you prepare to make plans for this yeards Chri st
to change lives. The Christmas Offering supports the work of regional ministries as they help congregations wil
planning and pastoral care, equipping leaders through workshops and networking, strengthening ministry tlirough tt
search and call process as well as the training, licensing, and ordaining of ministers. In addition, Reglons grc
faithful disciples through camps and other youth programs, and reach out to those who need to know Christ b
establishing new churches and training leaders in the ministry of evangelism. °

Thank you for your part in this time of waiting and preparing. Please start early as you preparior you
congregations' receipt of the Christmas Offeri
0Cel ebrate the Gift. o

(]

Together With You in Ministry, !

Kenneth W. Moore, President A

The College of Regional Ministries !
AARAAAARAAAAAAAAAAAARAAAAANAARAAAAAAARAAAAAAAAAAAAAANRNARMDRM

Giving transforms lives, your and mine A

Resource Guide for the 2007 Christmas Special Day Offering t

Emo Ollle (ONNe (NN [(NNe (NN (NN [ENe [OENe 0NN [-Oi

OASIS BAGGED GROCERY MINISTRY

During the Advent season, we will partner with Oasis in their ministry to Senior Citizens in
need. One the third Saturday of each month, Oasis delivers bags of groceries to elderly in

'
‘ the community who cannot afford or do not have the means to acquire basic necessities.
@ We are asking families to bring specific items for this ministry. We will donate these items
to Oasis. In January we will help Oasis bag and deliver these groceries. A list of items
designated for each Sunday is provided below.

o December 2nd - Cereal, Mac & Cheese, Canned Meats (Spam, Corned Beef, etc.)
e December 9th - Tune, Spaghetti Noodles and Sauce

e December |6th - Jell-o, Pork & Beans, Cornbread Mix

e December 23rd - Rice, Dry Beans, Dry Milk
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“It’s beginning to look a lot like Chrlstmas. Santa Claus

OPERATION SANTA CLAUS

can be found in every shopper filled mall. Christmas trees
glow from the windows of homes. Children have begun
to dream of new bicycles, baby dolls, and video games.
Although all of these things remind us that Christmas is
near we must pause to remember what this season is
truly about. This month in Sunday school we will conduct
a study on gifts. No, not the ones wrapped in pretty
paper and bows, but Spiritual gifts. We will spend the
gift-giving season discovering what gifts we each possess
within us. This assessment will lead us to determine

where we can use our gifts to give back to the church.

December Fellowship

Seekersd Christmas F
Saturday, December 15th
7:00 PM

Bring a Gag  -gift per person And A
Dish to Share

Contact Carrie Kelly 0 309 -3904
For details
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~ADVENT SCHEDULE~

Chureh Advent Decorating

B

R

Saturda Y December 1st

9:00 amfl 12:30 pm - Lunch provided

Hanqging of the Greens

Sunday, December 2nd
5:00 P.M.

Operation Santa Claus

Friday, December 7th
10:30 A.M.

o P

Monumental Methodist Church

Christmas Play
Sunday, December 9th
6:30 P.M.

L

Monday, December 24th
5:30 M. & 7:30 M.
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Christmas Eve Services
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December 7th is the date of the
Operation Santa Claus Celebration.
This year Is will be hosted at
Monumental Methodist Church,

450 Dinwiddie Street, Portsmouth.

Please bring you unwrapped gifts
with the
West Side by

chil dés n

Wednesday, December 5th.
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