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      The West Side Christian Church had its beginning on  July 1, 

1956 when 105 members of the Park View Christian Church,   

located on Hatton Street in downtown Portsmouth, were         

commissioned to organize a new Christian Church in the West 

End. The newly formed congregation held its first worship service 

on July 8, 1956 in the Grove Park Seventh Day Adventist Church 

on Winchester Drive. Attendance was 131. Those temporary     

facilities were utilized until the first unit of the present plant was 

constructed. In August of 1956, both the Christian Women’s    

Fellowship and the Christian Men’s Fellowship groups were    

chartered. 

     West Side Christian Church recently celebrated it’s 50 th        

anniversary and has recommitted itself to doing ministry in the city 

of Portsmouth. We see ourselves as a loving and caring             

congregation open to where God is calling us. In many ways, we 

are like a giant family committed to one another and to Jesus 

Christ. With nearly 400 members, we are continuing to grow and 

hope you will consider making West Side your church home.  

Who is West Side Christian Church? 

 

West Side Christian Church  

is a faithful and caring church family  

committed to making Disciples of Jesus Christ in our  

Church, our Community, 

and our World. 

Church:  Equip our church family through spiritual growth 
and leadership development. 

Community:  Share the love of Christ through service. 

World:  Witness through support of Disciples’ missions. 

OUR VISION 

To be a faithful, growing church, that demonstrates true 

community, deep Christian spirituality and a passion           

for justice. (Micah 6:8) 

OUR MISSION 

To be and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ,              

witnessing, loving and serving from our doorsteps                                    

"to the ends of the earth." (Acts 1:8) 

2020 VISION 

 1000 new congregations 
 
 1000 transformed congregations 
 
 The leadership development necessary to realize these 

new and renewed congregations 
 
 All within a context of being an anti-racist/ 
      pro-reconciling church. 

STATEMENT OF CALLING 

A VISION FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ) 

 

          
 

 

 

 The Journey of Transformation: Fear 
 

 

 

 

Vallotton, Annie. “The Brazen Serpent.”  
Illustrated King James Bible, The (Lyle Winton). 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
**GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS                     
 

PRELUDE        “When in Our Hour of Greatest Need”        J. S. Bach 
 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST  
 

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP                 Elder, Mary Redmon 
 

Elder:  Light has entered our world; rejoice! 
   Light is God’s gift to each, and to all together. 
 

ALL:       Give thanks to God for days of watchful care. 
               The steadfast love of God endures forever. 
 

Elder:   Let those whom God has redeemed rejoice! 
               Let them tell the world of God’s good news! 
 

ALL:       We will thank God for wonderful works. 
               We will rejoice in God’s love for all humankind. 
 

Elder:      By God’s word, we are delivered from destruction. 
               By God’s mercy, we are healed and made whole. 
 

ALL:       Our voices will join in songs of joy. 
               Our lives will offer sacrifices of thanksgiving.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

*WORSHIP HYMN            “Lift High the Cross”                      CH, 108 
                                                                                                    
                                                                                     

                                                                                           

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

*UNISON INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

ALL: God of infinite patience we call on you once more, 
knowing that you have every reason to question          
our coming together. We have worshiped without             
expectation.     We have gathered without diligent       
preparation, as if meeting you laid no requirements to be 
still before you. Sometimes we feel as if we are bitten by 
snakes all week long, so we assemble here for some 
relief and healing. O God, will you meet us as we are?  
We ask these things in the name of Jesus who taught us 
to pray  saying, "Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who     
trespass against us and lead us not into temptation, but  
deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

*GLORIA PATRI                                                                       CH, 35     
 

 

 

 
 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING                                       John 3:14-21                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

 

 

 
 

 

MORNING PRAYER                                                         Rev. Brown                                     

 

 

 

 
 

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP        

 
 

 

 

 
 

OFFERTORY                   “Jesus Paid It All”                              Grape  
 
 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

ALL:  For life-sustaining gifts that we so often take for 
granted—for shelter, food, and meaningful tasks to do; 
for your steadfast love that awakens us and rises us 
from our sinful ways; for your word that guides and heals 
us—we give you thanks, gracious God.  As we invest a 
part of all you entrust to us to further the ministries of the 
church, may we show to others the immeasurable riches 
of your grace in Jesus Christ. Make this church a      
beacon for the world. Amen.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

*THE DOXOLOGY                                                                   CH, 46               
  
 
 

  
 

 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN   “According to Thy Gracious Word”   CH, 402  

 

The Lordôs Table is open for all who believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of  
the living God. Christ has set the table before us. It is by His invitation we are 

fed. You may eat of the bread as it is passed and drink of the cup at the        
conclusion of the Words of  Institution. 

 

 

PRAYER FOR THE BREAD                              Elder, Mary Redmon 

 

PRAYER FOR THE CUP                             Elder, David McCrickard 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                

 

ANTHEM                             “Remember Me”                          Nygard 
 

SERMON TEXT                                                        Numbers 21:4-9                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

SERMON        “The Journey of Transformation: Fear”            Rev. Brown                                                                                            
 

 
 

HYMN OF INVITATION         “Jesus Calls Us”                      CH, 337 
                                                                                              

 

During the singing of the Hymn of Invitation,  we invite anyone wishing to become       
a Christian or wishing to unite with this congregation, please come forward. 

 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                 Rev. Brown                                    

 

POSTLUDE                           “Agnus Dei”                                   Bizet 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Received for Budget:                                                        $ 3,535.50 
Building Fund:                                                                           75.00                                                                                                                                    
Week of Compassion:                                                             100.00  
Other: (Coffee/Donuts, Flowers)                                                                36.05                                                                                                                                                                                      
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

TOTAL for March 15, 2009 …………………...……..….... $ 3,746.55 

 

WELCOME 

 

 

West Side Christian Church  

 

 

 

 
 

March 22, 2009  

 

 

 

Offering for March 15,  2009 

    Diaconate Serving Today  

 
 

 

 

William Brown, Kristen Brown, Courtney Brown, Chris Larson 

* PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

WEEKLY BUDGET EXPENSES:  $4,718.00 

** At the conclusion of the announcements, children ages 3-8 are 
dismissed to attend ñWorship and Wonderò, following a prayer with 
Rev. Brown. 






