STATEMENT OF CALLING

Who is the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)?

West Side Christian Church
is a faithful and caring church family
committed to making Disciples of Jesus Christ in our
Church, our Community,
and our World.

Church: Egquip our church family through spiritual growth
and leadership development.

Community: Share the love of Christ through service.

World: Witness through support of Disciples’ missions.

A VISION FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(Disciples of Christ)

OUR VISION

To be a faithful, growing church, that demonstrates true

community, deep Christian spirituality and a passion
for justice. (Micah 6:8)

OUR MISSION
To be and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ,
witnessing, loving and serving from our doorsteps
"to the ends of the earth." (Acts 1:8)

2020 VISION

e 1000 new congregations
e 1000 transformed congregations

e Thelea ershievdgvelo ment necessary to realize these
new and renewed congregations

o All within ,contehxt of_lbeing an anti-racist/
pro-reconciling church.

The Christan Church (Disciples of Christ) originated on the
American Frontier during the early 19th Century. Its first leaders
were Barton Stone and Alexander Campbell, Presbyterians who
reacted against sectarian frontier religion and urged a union of all
Chrnistians founded upon the restoration of New Testament
Christiamty. They advocated adult baptism by immersion, weekly
observance of The Lord’s Supper, and autonomy of the local
congregation.

Congregations accept new members through a confession of
faith and baptism or by transfer of membership from other
denominations. Worship styles vary from congregation to
congregation, but all observe communion each Sunday. The
communion table 1s open to all. It 1s a place where we come to
experience the power of God’s love and the grace of Jesus Christ
in the breaking of bread and the drinking of the cup. Our
gathering at the communion table is the central focus of our
worship service.

Disciples advocate freedom and embrace diversity. We are a
non-creedal tradition which means that creeds and doctrines do
not dictate how we are to live out our faith. Fach person is
challenged to study the scriptures and discern God’s will for
their own life. The Christan Church has always served as a
“bridge church” or a common ground for people with diverse
denominational backgrounds. We believe in welcoming a// people
into relationship with Jesus Christ.

Where you are always welcome!

‘Who is West Side Christian Church?

The West Side Christian Church had its beginning on July 1,
1956 when 105 members of the Park View Chrstian Church,
located on Hatton Street in downtown Portsmouth, were
commissioned to organize a new Christian Church in the West
End. The newly formed congregation held its first worship service
on July 8, 1956 in the Grove Park Seventh Day Adventist Church
on Winchester Drive. Attendance was 131. Those temporary
facilities were utilized until the first unit of the present plant was
constructed. In August of 1956, both the Christan Women’s
Fellowship and the Christan Men’s Fellowship groups were
chartered.

West Side Christian Church recently celebrated it’s 50"
anniversary and has recommitted itself to doing ministry in the city
of Portsmouth. We see ourselves as a loving and caring
congregation open to where God 1s calling us. In many ways, we
are like a glant family committed to one another and to Jesus
Christ. With nearly 400 members, we are continuing to grow and
hope you will consider making West Side your church home.

535 Cherokee Road
Portsmouth, Virginia 23701
(757) 488-0514

www.westsideccdoc.org

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

Rev. Nathan Brown, Minister
Becky Barclay, Music Director



WELCOME
West Side Christian Church

October 26, 2008
YOUTH SUNDAY

**GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE ‘My Heart Ever Faithful” J. S. Bach

Emily Nutting

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST Kaitlyn McNelis

Matthew Larson

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP Allison Nutting

Elder:  Gather together to hear stories of faith and courage.
Listen for the ways God has acted among us.

ALL: Our ancestors in the faith listened for God’s word.
They dared to believe God’s promise.

Elder:  Leaders like Moses and Paul saw evidence of God’s work.
They believed they were face-to-face with God’s truth.

ALL:  They looked beyond the present moment.
They lived for dreams not yet realized.

Elder:  Many felt God’s love in knowing Jesus.
They experienced a new relationship with neighbors.

ALL: We have come seeking community centered in Christ.
We want to feel God’s presence as we worship.

*WORSHIP HYMN  “Come Now is the Time to Worship”
Doerksen

*UNISON INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER

ALL: God, you have been our dwelling place in all
generations. Before the earth was formed, long before
there were people on this planet, you were fashioning
life in its myriad forms. Out of the billions of years you
have been creating, our lives have come to this
moment of meeting. We stand in awe before you,
amazed to discover that you care about us, tiny blips
on the screen of eternity. O God, we want our lives to
count for something. Show us how to fit into your
plans. We ask these things in the name of Jesus who
taught us to pray saying, "Our Father who art in
heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for
ever and ever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 34:1-12

Allison Nutting
MORNING PRAYER Hannah Berk
INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP Millicent Wise
OFFERTORY “Face to Face” Robert Hughes

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

ALL: As we give ourselves and our offerings, we
pray, O God, that they may reveal your love in such a
way that many will respond. Awaken in us a love for
you and for one another that is contagious. Remove
from us all apathy, pretension, and greed that we may
grow in holiness and compassion, living joyously in
communion with you. Amen.

*THE DOXOLOGY CH, 46

INVITATION TO COMMUNION Millicent Wise

COMMUNION HYMN “‘Sanctuary” Thompson/Scruggs

The Lord’s Table is open for all who believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of the living God. Christ has set the table before us. It is by His invitation we
are fed. You may eat of the bread as it is passed and drink of the cup at the
conclusion of the Words of Institution.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION Millicent Wise

PRAYER FOR THE BREAD Kristen Brown
PRAYER FOR THE CUP Courtney Brown
ANTHEM “Who Am I’ Hall
NEW TESTAMENT READING Matthew 22:34-46

Kaitlyn McNelis
SKITS: “The Sin Box”
“How Not To Be A Christian” WSCC Youth

HYMN OF INVITATION “l Have Decided to Follow Jesus”
Rickard
During the singing of the Hymn of Invitation, we invite anyone wishing to

become a Christian or wishing to unite with this congregation, please come
forward.

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Rev. Brown
‘Amazing Grace” Tomlin

DIACONATE SERVING TODAY
Keon Wray, Breon Wray, Kennie Lynn Wray, Rick Lahy

* PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE

** At the conclusion of the announcements, children ages 3-8 are
dismissed to attend “Worship and Wonder’, following a prayer with
Rev. Brown.

OFFERING FOR OCTOBER 19, 2008
WEEKLY BUDGET EXPENSES: $3,418.00

Received for Budget: $ 2,259.55
Building Fund: 355.00
Reconciliation: 20.00
Missions Trip: 100.00
Other: (Coffee/Donuts, CMF, Cans) 248.00
TOTAL for October 19,2008 .................... $ 2,982.55






~ October 26, 2008 ~

CHANCEL FLOWERS - Today’s chancel flowers are givenin honor of
Dick and Mary Cornwell on thein@Bding anniversary by t
daughter, Mary Redmon.

SPECIAL MUSIC - Today’s instrumental music is being performed
Jason Tant, Ken Underwood and Rick Lahy.

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING - The annuahurchbusinessneeting
is scheduled for today immediately following the worship se€
meeting will consiskelgcting Church Officer@®9, approving th
2009 Church Budget and projected programs, receiving the auditor's
report for 2007, approving an amendment to the Constitutig
other special iteofdusiness

BILLY BATTE IN CONCERT - Tickets for the Billy Batte conce
Thursday, Octobert3@ 7:30 PM are available for $5.00. See
Fritts Cheryl Jarvis, Jennifer Larson or stop by the church
tickets

DISTRICT VIII ASSEMBLY - The theme for this year's District VIII
Assembly of the Christian Church in Msriifida’A Historic Look at
our Future”, hosted by Diamond Springs Christian Chiifed.date ig
Sunday, Novembet lZeginning with registration at 2:00 PM fq
by workshops, businessssions, dinner and worsBiptailed
information and regigtra forms are posted on the hallway
board.

PORTSMOUTH VOLUNTEERS FOR THE HOMELESS - The PVH
would like to invite you to attend their Annual Sheft€e{atkatio
at Portsmouth First Pentecostal Holiness Church, 3915 Turr
on Thugday, Novembet & 6:30 PM. Please RSVP by Octdbe
by calling 39200 or by emailpghinc@verizon.net

THANK YOU - The new handrails installed last week are given |

of he Ruth and Boothe S#asby aery generous anonymous dd

Alsg thank you to Curtis Nelson, David McCrickard, Joe Di

Norman Dickens for taking time to properly install them.

FOOD PANTRY - During the month of October, the CWF is urpgi

families to bring quershable food items to fill the food pantry.
will be a collection box placed in the gathering area or you
leave your items on the counter in the communion room.

TIME CHANGE - Don't forget to change your clocks back 1 hour next
Saturday ewing as Daylight Savings comes to an end. If yq
you just might be the first one at church in the morning.
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