STATEMENT OF CALLING

Who is the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)?

West Side Christian Church
is a faithful and caring church family
committed to making Disciples of Jesus Christ in our
Church, our Community,
and our World.

Church: Eguip our church family through spiritual growth
and leadership development.

Community: Share the love of Christ through service.

World: Witness through support of Disciples’ missions.

A VISION FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(Disciples of Christ)

OUR VISION
To be a faithful, growing church, that demonstrates true

community, deep Christian spirituality and a passion
for justice. (Micah 6:8)

OUR MISSION
To be and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ,
witnessing, loving and serving from our doorsteps
"to the ends of the earth." (Acts 1:8)

2020 VISION

e 1000 new congregations
e 1000 transformed congregations

e Thelea ershievdgvelo ment necessary to realize these
new and renewe congregatmns

e All within a context ofjbeing an anti-racist/
pro-reconciling church.

The Christan Church (Disciples of Christ) originated on the
American Frontier during the early 19th Century. Its first leaders
were Barton Stone and Alexander Campbell, Presbyterians who
reacted against sectarian frontier religion and urged a union of all
Christians founded upon the restoration of New Testament
Christiamty. They advocated adult baptism by immersion, weekly
observance of The Lord’s Supper, and autonomy of the local
congregation.

Congregations accept new members through a confession of
faith and baptism or by transfer of membership from other
denominations. Worship styles vary from congregation to
congregation, but all observe communion each Sunday. The
communion table 1s open to all. It 1s a place where we come to
experience the power of God’s love and the grace of Jesus Christ
in the breaking of bread and the drinking of the cup. Our
gathering at the communion table is the central focus of our
worship service.

Disciples advocate freedom and embrace diversity. We are a
non-creedal tradition which means that creeds and doctrines do
not dictate how we are to live out our faith. Each person is
challenged to study the scriptures and discern God’s will for
their own life. The Christan Church has always served as a
“bridge church” or a common ground for people with diverse
denominational backgrounds. We believe in welcoming a// people
mnto relationship with Jesus Christ.

Where you are always welcome!

‘Who is West Side Christian Church?

The West Side Christian Church had its beginning on July 1,
1956 when 105 members of the Park View Christan Church,
located on Hatton Street in downtown Portsmouth, were
commissioned to organize a new Christian Church in the West
End. The newly formed congregation held its first worship service
on July 8, 1956 in the Grove Park Seventh Day Adventist Church
on Winchester Drive. Attendance was 131. Those temporary
facilities were utilized until the first unit of the present plant was
constructed. In August of 1956, both the Christan Women’s
Fellowship and the Christan Men’s Fellowship groups were
chartered.

West Side Christian Church recently celebrated it’'s 50"
anniversary and has recommitted itself to doing ministry in the city
of Portsmouth. We see ourselves as a loving and caring
congregation open to where God 1s calling us. In many ways, we
are like a glant family committed to one another and to Jesus
Christ. With nearly 400 members, we are continuing to grow and
hope you will consider making West Side your church home.

535 Cherokee Road
Portsmouth, Virginia 23701
(757) 488-0514

www.westsideccdoc.org

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

Rev. Nathan Brown, Minister
Becky Barclay, Music Director



WELCOME
West Side Christian Church

August 17, 2008

**GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE ‘Andante from Sonata in C Major”  Rheinberger

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP Elder, Mary Redmon

Elder:  This is a Sabbath dedicated to our God.
Let this gathering place be a home for all people.

ALL:  May God be gracious to us and bless us.
May God'’s face shine over all the earth’s people.

Elder. Let all the people praise the God of all nations.
Let us give thanks and enjoy the blessings God gives.

ALL: May God grant us understanding and courage.
May faith grow beyond our doubts.

Elder:  The earth has yielded its blessings.
Let all the ends of the earth revere our Creator.

ALL: God brings us together in unity of purpose.
May our circle grow as we welcome newcomers.

*WORSHIP HYMN  “How Lovely, Lord, How Lovely”  CH, 285

*UNISON INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER

ALL: How good and pleasant it is, O God, when
kindred live together in unity. Draw us now into the
community you intend for all your people. Help us to
listen and understand, both your word for us and our
sharing with one another. Keep us from being misled by
popular acclaim and the wisdom of the marketplace.
May we not be unobservant guides to one another but
rather be fully open to your gifts and obedient to your
call. We ask these things in the name of Jesus who
taught us to pray saying, "Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil: for thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever and ever.

Amen.
*GLORIA PATRI CH, 35
OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 45:1-15
MORNING PRAYER
INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP
OFFERTORY ‘My Jesus, | Love Thee” arr. Hustad
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

ALL: As you have blessed us, O God, we are eager to
share. May we offer more than crumbs from your table.
May none be sent away from the blessings you intend
for all. We want our offerings to preserve and extend life
to your children, here in this place and wherever our
influence can reach. What is in the offering plates is only
a part of what we dedicate ourselves to do and be that
your reign of unity and peace may come. Amen.

*THE DOXOLOGY

COMMUNION HYMN “Just as | Am” CH, 339

The Lord’s Table is open for all who believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of the living God. Christ has set the table before us. It is by His
invitation we are fed. You may eat of the bread as it is passed and drink
of the cup at the conclusion of the Words of Institution.

PRAYER FOR THE BREAD Elder, Mary Redmon
PRAYER FOR THE CUP Elder, Fred Fritts
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

SOLO Soprano, Frances Wells
SERMON TEXT Matthew 15:21-28
SERMON “Changed by Inclusion” Rev. Brown

HYMN OF INVITATION  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”

CH, 67 (stz. 1,2,3, &6)
During the singing of the Hymn of Invitation, we invite anyone wishing to

become a Christian or wishing to unite with this congregation, please
come forward.

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE “The Forests Are at Rest” J. S. Bach

Diaconate Serving Today
Cindy Wallace, Dave Lowman, Curtis Nelson, Melinda Powers

* PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE

** At the conclusion of the announcements, children ages 3-8 are
dismissed to attend “Worship and Wonder’, following a prayer with
Rev. Brown

Offering for August 10, 2008
WEEKLY BUDGET EXPENSES: $3,418.00

Received for Budget: $2,520.44
Building Fund: 70.00
Building Fund: (In memory of Barbara White) 1,273.00

Other: (Coffee/Donuts, Cans, Yard Sale, Credit Refund, Mission Trip) 138.05
TOTAL for August10,2008. ...... ... ..... $ 4,001.49



THIS WEEK AT WEST SIDE CHRISITAN CHURCH

Today, Aug 17th: 9:00 a.m-.Coffed-ellowship
9:45 a.m.Churctschool
11:00 a.mWorship Service

Mon., Aug 18th: 7:00 p.m.Disciple Bible Study 2
Tues., Aug 19th: 9:00 a.m.Tuesday Tales
7:30 p.m- Elders
Wed., Aug 20th: 6:30 p.m.Transition Team
Thurs., Aug 21st: 9:30 a.m.Oasis
Fri., Aug 22nd: No Church Activities
Sat.., Aug 23rd: 8:00 a.m.FCIn Use
Sun., Aug 24th: 9:00 a.m-.Coffed-ellowship

9:45 a.m.Churclschool
11:00 a.mWorshiservice

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHANCEL FLOWERS - Today's chancel flgersare given in honor of Pat and Myrt
Henderson’s 50thwedding anniversary. Congratulations!

SIGN UP TO HELP SERVE - We will be serving at Oasis this Thurddaylarieers are
always needed. There is a sign up sheet posted in theayaiif ly@u can help with
thisimportant ministry, please plan to be here at 9:30a.m. to carpool.
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE - Articles for the September newsletter need tottesl submi
later than Friday, August 22

PRESCHOOL ORIENTATION - If your child is attending our Preschool/Kindg@igagen
be in attendance on Tuesday, Autjat7260 p.m. for orientation.

NEW RESIDENCE INFORMATION - Rev Brown would like to goughys new address and
phone number. 108 River Point Crescent, Portsmouth, VB7 2869947.

TEACHERS NEEDED - Christian Education is searching for a teacHeaciners for
the 35 year old Sunday school class beginning in Septerolzess gl of bright and
loving children who need someone to help them grow in their Christian faith. Ple
Kim Powell or Pam Brown as soon as possible if you are interested in working in

IN NEED OF PRAYER

Dottie Redmoh{eather Larsoferry TuckeRobin Thomas, Patrick P
Lynne Thomadjasdl JonesFox FamilyRita Mahanyiary WyatBarbara
BrownJohn Milanbee ParkeNora Davenpgplanice Deweedepug Tatum
Carl Loviy Dennis WhiteprraineéShea,Marlene Wiehurst, Mark Warrg
Dickie Hayes, Dawn Price, Debbie Johnson, Biekgriflciimmy Bya Ron
Riffle Matthew Davis, Brendaskplsray FamilWilda fper Chriseé Bradley
Dawn Weis€avanaugh Family, Sandy Bhilipnch Familyoseph Irwir
Sarah Crawford, BobbgeR§zllerNelsa

SHUT-INS

Rev. Glenn Weaver, Bl#tkman, Sylvia Dick8asdy Cotton,
Dennis Davenport, Roland Thornton, Al HsitmyDaniel




